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UWLTED COUNCIL OF KHL) STAN PROVINCE 
SECTION I 


UNION, OR PARTY, OR BOTH? 


A union or council does not come inte existence suddenly or spontaneously 
but rather certain events render 1t necessary to centralize pewer. The same 
agents and factors Ww 4ch operate in favor of this may alao lead to its declhire. 


7 In Khuscestan small (workers) organizations guddenly became vast. 
Recording to the leaders of the Centgal United council the rise of the (warxers) 
érgeniizatione was clendestine and even unexpected, 


A conference (of workers! organizations) epened by Vafatigzadeh, wes 
held on i April 1946 at which wer: elected by & majority vote 4 board of 
directors, including Tarbiat, tOmid, and AleAhmad and secretaries of the 
gonference, Safavi and Faraji. 


Al-Ahmed explained the purpose ef the conference and said that owing to 
the present conditions and difficulties of the organizations, it was imposnivle 
{sic} to hold a lecal conference as fereseen in the union charter. Lt was 
sontluded that since the invited comrades did not pessess & legal identity with 
reapest to the regulations of the workers’! organisation, it was necessary +0 
hold a provisional conference for the esteblishment of a united councl an’ 
related connittees. 


A number of decisions which were adopted at the first seasion of the 
conference revealed that from the veyinning the leaders of the Khuzistan 
workers! organizations had another objective besides the original one of forming 
@ witen, namely the eatablishrent of a workers! newspaper and procurement of 
(Tudeh) Party assistance for this purpose, which was adepted as the first seus.ons 


Later it will be shewn that they not oly dagired to receive hip fron 
the party for the purpose ef publisting a workers! newspaper but algo to receive 
directives from the Tudeh Party for all of their activities. 
Originally the workers! organisations in Khusestan were social in character. 
As in other sectiomof Iran, the subject of the exploitation of workers 
was a strong point with the leaders and decisions numbers 10 and 11 dealt with 
this prebdlem as follows: 


#10. (fo make a) through investigation of wace payments and {to) attoumpt 
to extend aid to the (workers!) erganizations in this connection®. 


"ll, (To obtain) requests for ideas from comrade workers on the subject 
of establishing new seurces of revenue". 
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At the same session it was agree! to place all (union) activities under 
the control of the Irsnian Tudeh Party. Thie decision was put into writing 
and at the end of the list of resolitions it was pointed out that "in the future 
the workers organizations should entleavor to place the course of Foeadan's 
struggle under the leedership of the Tudeh Farty in order that tue activities 
neither fail nor reack a stalesate." 


This same idea appeared in a different form in a resolution pertainins to 
the "First Conference of Avadan Workers". 


"3. Preparation cf a strong andre to lead the union and if neeeasar. to 
obtain a political instructor from the headquarters." Furthermore, in the 
plan (sic) of the cormittees, pertaining to the activities of the (werkers') 
Organizations Committce, it was written "The (workers!) Organizations Comittee 
4s charged with the responsibility of preparing the ground for party spheres 
et activities?) and persons who show party competence will be appointed to © 

high) pesitions in the Union." 


At a third session held on 9 april 1916 Mr. 'Omid suggested that in order 
to form a strong frent against imperialist penetration, it was necessary for 
Indian workers living in Abadan to become arganized. 


In a report of a rceting 6f the Conference); the date of which is unknow, 
& certain speaker mentioned that Mr. Omid had been engaged in certain political 
activities in Khorramshahr and wes preparing cadres, and that since money wos 
needed the Council should lear the Khorramshahr Party some money. 


he expense account of the Unfted council of Abaden Workers and Toilers 
ghows that fifty rials had been spent on a rubber stamp for the Khorramah ahr 
Tudeh Party meeting in Kherremshahr. Furthermore 250 rials from the Abadan 
United Council's coffers were spent on equipment fer the Tudeh football taan 


In a report of a meeting held on 11 May 1916 it was noted thet “debete 
ee the subject of Xhorramshahr was resumed after a recess and it was agreed 
thet since the party had grew and the number of union posters had increased 
the Abadan workers orzanisation shéild lean tie Khorramshahr groups up te 
10,000 rials for thei> expenses." The expense account of the United Ceurcil 
ef Workerc end Tollers of Mbadan, snows that frequently sums of money wore 
turned over to Mr. Moradi for Khorramshahr organizations. 


fhe United Council ef Abadan Workers and Toflere is a tool of the Iranian 
Tudeh Party and is joined to it like a Siamese twin. 


Ammougcenent 


The Iranien Tudeh Party -< All Khorramahahr lovers of freedom, laborara, 
and employees are informed that on 21 June 1946 a ceneral meeting and a splendid 
Gelebration will be held to welcome the beloved leader Hoseyn Torbiat. ‘the 
efficial inaugural ceremony. of the Tudeh Party club and the united vorkars! 
council as weli as the flag and poster presentation ceremony will take place 
at the Tudeh Clubhouse. {11 party comrades and other freedom lovers, workers, 
and tollers ere invited to attend. 
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The Khorranshahr Tudeh Party Propaganda Committee 


is the United Council of Abadan Werkera and Toflers created to fizht 
the AI? Is there an Iranian Government agency or representation woich 
controls the operation of the AIOC? 


Notice to all Workers 
The Abacan O11 Compan and ite Affiliates 
A Manifeste of the United Gow.cil of Abadan Workers 


For some time now the AIOC has been acting contrary to the Labor Law 
and has taken measures to execute ite vile plans, namely disbanding or dismissing 
eid workers, who have spent years working for the shareholders, and particularly 
agtive members of workers’ unions. The United Council of Abadan Workers hes 
expressed ita opposition and revulsion to this form of violation of the Law 
by the AIOC te the competent authorities, namely the Chief of the Khuzestan 
Inapection Organization. The latter hac announced that the governme::t wiil 
earnestly implement the Labor Law. As regards workers who have been dismissed 
er who have been threstened with digmissal by the AIOC, since 18 May 19)6, 
the day the Labor Law was approved, the Govercment authorities have promised 
that their cases will be reviewed by the Factory Council. 


Hence 1t is obvieus that the AjQc dismiased workers contrary to Lew ant 
the goverment will compell the company to reinstote the aforementioned serkers 
in their jobs and to pay them their wages in full for the period during which 
they remained unemployed. 


Therefore the United Council of Abedan Workers instructs all of its unions 
to send to the Council immediately ¢ list of names of the workers who were 
dienissed fiom their jobs beginning 28 Mey 1915 in order that their oases may 
be investigated by the Factory Council. Other workera who were dismissed from 
work without any plausible excuse mey refer to tre Abadan United Council cafly 
and register their names so that their cases may be reviewed. Until the time of 
the investigation, the unions are especially charged with the duty of submitting 
nenes of active workers of organizations and of writing up their private ectivities 
ageinst the Company and the Company!s personnel. The United Coune4l of sbadan 
Workers has decided (a) to support #11 Khuzestan and Iranian laborers, (»b) te 
prevent the AIOC from participating in political activities and in activities 
directed against workers' organizations and unions ani (co) to Limit the Aroc 
to economic and commercial activities. 


Long live the power of the Unien of Iranian Werkers. The United Council 
of Abadan Workers and Tellers. 


Khuzestan in the clutches o° Imperialism. 
The United Central Council of Workers and Toflers of Abadan, which is 


under the sin tepobsdical Lemay? Gh ROUTH ABA Md DONS: Party. 
Me ee 
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which after several years of self sucrifice and bravery in ite undergromd 
struggle is now overtly conducting its activities against the plunderers who 
have kept the people of Iran and espe¢ially Khuzestan under the pressure and 
colonial subjugation, announces the fellowin:, to the oppressed peasants, workers, 
oraftemen and freedom-loving intellegentsia:. 


Foreign imperialists, in an effort to pretect their interests and tc 
continue their marauding activities, have been perpetrating heinous crines 
during the past years, and our ruling class has been a plaything in their hands. 
The Iranian people, after a serles of seorifices broke the chain of slavery and, 
despite the plundering aspirktdens of a foreign zevernment, selected their om 
rulers and turned against the nations enextes. 


However, the enemies of the Iranian people and the plunderers of Khuzestan 
fearing these basic activities and the ections of the laborers are takic: steps 
to break up the national foundations ef Iran, 


False organizations and unions ceme into being. They deluded the people 
by esbusing the glorious name of the Todeh Party and the United Council of 
Workers and Toilers by ascribing real leadership to themselves. They thresterec 
the people with weapons but the Khuzestan inhabitants, whe have lived all t eir 
lives under oppression, were not dupe¢, and instead of approving their “Ara 
Staff", they turned toward the United Council of Workers and Tollers. The 
workers, Toilers, peasants, eraftemen, and the intelligentsia have realized 
that these hirelings wie today dupe the people yesterday aided the foreign 
predatory agencies. Now that the brave beggars of Khuzestan have procl aimec 
a holy war, these plunderers are undertaking vile measures in order to exemite 
the commands of their overlords, Therefore we declare that no group, party, 
or organization, which comes into being through such persons to achieve the 
vile and disgraceful aims in the nave of the people, is comnected with the 
United Gounail of Abadan Workers and Tellers or the Tudeh Party. 


Long live the Union of Workers ard Peasants, Long live the Union of 
Todlers and Intellizentalascccenvccaensrenseetasesseneesen 


The United Council of Abadan vorkers and Tollers, which operated under 
the supervision of the Iranian Tudeh Farty decided to rescue Khuzestan from 
the clutches of imperialism and to call Abadan "The filty center of imperiaiiem". 


fhe Abadan United Coumcil of Workers also issued 4 manifasto for the 
soldiers of the Iranian Army who were not permitted to participate in iranian 
politics, requesting them to refrain from carrying out the orders of their 
superiors. 


An Address to Arty Soldiers 


Dear Soldiers; Therc is no doubt that you soldiers are our dear brothcrs, 
brothers of the workers and tollers of Lran, end that the ruling classes have 
equipped you with arms to defend their supremacy and to keep us, the workers, 
peasents ard artisans under their yele of slavery. 
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You, dear soldiers, are cognisant ef the treatment you receive in the 
Army, with respect to food, clothing and lodging, as compared with the trestrant 
accorded to officers. You know thit you are oppressed, kept hungry and am 
deprived of various privileges. we, the workera ond tollers receive the dene 
tretaent from the employees as you receive in the hrm. 


We have legal and just claims whieh we wish to have realised. In order 
to obtain our rights we formed uniong and orgenizatdons., We have neither ema 
nor weapons but only a union, determdiation and a firm faith, 


Dear soldiers, brothers of the working class, be careful and do not be 
deceived by the enemies of the workin; class, They wish to lead you to kill 
your brothers, namely us, the workers and tedlers, They have given you ames 
in order to defend tic interests of tie British. ~~ 


Dear soidiers, do not permit thei to ful?{ll their vie paurpeses and to give 
you the weapons. Beware of tie agitation of officers and reactionaries and do 
not execute orders which are illegal and illogical. Do not execute the orders 
of the British overlords which have heen transmitted to you through some hired 
officers, Realize that the entire mass of lovers of their homeland and espucially 
the Iranian working classes are your strong and faithful sepporters. 


Long live the Army, Long live the: freedom-loving soldiers, long live the 
Union of Abadan Workers and Toilers...+s. 


The United Council instrusted the soldiers to disobey their orders. However, 
no great division occurred among the intrepid and loyal soldiers. ‘This manifesto 
reveals that the United Council wes more concerned with political affairs th ar: 


with labor questions. 


A Manifesto of the Khuzestan spites gest to all inhabitants of Khuzestan and 
=. OF an 


Progressive movements and eppresged classes throughout the world wich are 
striving to obtain their deprived rights and freedom are obstructed by conspiracies 
and agitations of tyrants who try to prevent a union of masses by thair inacinissable 
and cruel acta, 


In our country forelgn inpertalists placed "Reza the Cossack" on the throne 
and for 20 years he executed his advegturous plans. He tranaformed our coun try 
into a cemetery and perpetrated sever¢ injustice, 


When the Allies occupied Iran, Pqaring vengeance from the people, Reza <ha: 
preferred to fles behind his meaters'gcirts. During Resa Khan'a reign peopls who 
fought for the freedom and rights of the people were defiled acd cast into the 


dungeon of the Kajar Palace. 


The sentiment of freedom still flickered in the sea o° darkness and the 
Iranian people who thirsted for freedagi gathered around this light. The 
wiceasing struggle spread throughout the country, but as already pointed out 
above, the enemies of the people, the hirelings of imperialists saw their death 
in the awakening of the messes, They resorted to various types of pressures aad 
machinations, which spread into every vection of Irane The internal reaction 
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to foreign explokation unveiled the deceptive covers used by the expleiters. 
Last yearts military occupation of Tehran (sic) by Arfa, chief of steff and 
noted forsign spy, and the arrests of some important progressivista and union 
workers failed to break the power of the masses. Consequently, the bereaved 
masses turned to the workera'! organizations with firm faith and clashed with 

the perpetrators of the tragedy. The Arfa's groups who are the special lackeys 
and slave rings of the foreign colonizers. ‘The general public terminated the 
aduinistrations of Sated, Sadr, and Habimd, and selected a man who was in agcord 
with the concepts of the freedom-lovers. In order to encourage democratic 
reforma he relied on the support of freedom-Lovers and asked them to partici) ate 
in his cabinet. 


The southern petrolem workers whe support the machinery of world commest 
and who are rewarded with torture and oppression are beihg aided by all the 
guilds in Khuzestan to sequire their union and netional rights, However, the 
oil company which has plundered Iran's wealth; asplaited tie Iranian masses ‘or 
years without any obstucles and interferred in ali of Iran's affeira, contrary 
to the articles of the concession and without observing the political integrity 
and independence of Iran, does not wish to see ite power removed from Iran. 
Therefore, with the essietance of ite political exmployecs, such as Col. Underwood 
and Major Jaycock it armed tribes in the neme of an imaginary union and breu:ht 
about the blecdy events of 23 Tir (1) July). Furthermore in order to obtain a 
Legal pretext to reveal their vile aime they came to the aid of ignorant autcorities 
whe wore a yoke of foreign domination around their necka and who were successful 
in bringing about the disintegration of iran. They have undertaken to carry cout 
various intricues, conspiracies, and ayitetions. But the United Geunecil of 
Khuzestan Workers and Toflers has expressed its objections to the intrigues +o 
the representatives of hundreds of thoneands of inhabitants ef this Prevince anc 
haa announced that we not only refuse te submit to this kind of trickery and 
political terrorism, but we have become nore resalute, strong and firm in our 
opposition. a are supported by all the Irailan workers organizations which are 
affiliated with the world Syndicates and 71 million werkers of the world. in 
senclusion we aay to all inhabitants of Khuzestan who took part in the recent 
struggles against oppression and inequity, "by no means listen to premeditated 
and yenemous rumors of foreign hirelinzs". We believe tiat we will certainly 
succeed and that with finmess and codimeas, which is a trait of the oppresasd 
classes, we will thwart the plans of qur enemies which are designed to divid: iran. 


United Provincial Council. of Uniens of Khusestan-Abadan Workers and Toilers. 
Sunday, 15 August 19h6 


The problem of Khuzestan and ita workers! organizations 1s under the 
supervision of the Tudeh Party ari es an example of this we will quote 4 pasuuce 
from 2 meeting dated 11 August 1916 of area 60 which was under the supervigion 
of Nasr Vosugi. 

"Committee of (workers) Organizations of Tehran Prevince-~ 
A Cepy of the central Committee of the Pudeh Par$y of Iran. 


"The proposals which were propowided and adopted on 11 August 196 are 
submitted for the information of this: committee. 
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modey'e political end ae alto 0? Seley BEA IN BAAR AGAIAS Zand 
the glorious struggles, which generally speaking is carricd out by the masses 
in the southern previnces, are clear aid coyioug to the committee. Khuzestan 
de the first stronghold of rants struggle agains foreign imperiealiam, and the 
working masses of the southern villages, who constitute the best soldiers, murt 
poorer ir ae freedom and independenes in this vitel conflict by shedding 
the aeeereeeere 


There ig no doubt that the leadership of this movement has been develved 
upon the (Tudeh) Party. Preposals in this connection follow. 


lL, As far as it is financially possible and within the eapability of 
Tudeh organizations, efforts will be mage to form many cadres to fight in the 
south and to conduct activities in party and union ergenizationa of Fars and 
Khuseatan provinces. 


"2, As far ag possible efforta will be made to utilise perty cadres in 
the south fren among the employeas of the Ministries of Education, Health, anc 


Arts end Selence and to ausign workers from among freedom-Lovers or party mn 
te southern areas of Iran. 


From the gatelligentsle area 80, Nasr Voouzi, in charge." 


Atgagi, chief of the Committee of Tehran Province Workers! Organizetions ; 
sent the essential prepogals to the Main (workers') Organisation Comal ttee. 


‘The reply to the letter dated 11 august states thet the mein (workera? j 
Organization Comittee has given inetrections to departmental, committees, 4n~-ao-f ar 
aa possible to appoint southern cadres fran enong party membera. 

(werkers') Orgenization of Tehran Provinee 


(signed) *Anazd 


SEOTION THO: | 


THE PUBLIC: 


Few people have been undisturbed by the ileal activities and encreachients 
ef those supportin: the (Khusestan) Provincial United Council. The United 
Cewncil intentionally intimidated peoples utilising vesious means te threaten . 
and terture the people. On the agenda of a seceion held 11 May 19h6 wes noted 
ddecussion of the case of Ali the Champion of the Heroes’ Club. Steps were 
taken to suppress the Black Hands (the popular name for those who opposed the 
taited Council of Khusistan Province) > 


Tne neve of ALL the Champion was repeatedly mentioned in vartous sessicng. 
ALL the Champion used to plunder and exact tribute from peovle and was an 
umitigated extortionist and robber. Joviously, the United Council of Tollers 
and Laborers of ‘badan took great pains to secure the cooperation of 411i the 
Champion in carrying on its unprincipled schemes, for he was yaluable, and uniquely 
gwulted to“parenefiingr Releaaa 2901/09/07 : CIA-RDP83-00415R009900070003-2 
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414 the Champion had an Athletia Club the Heroes’ Club, There, insteat 
of hearing the ordinary sounds of an athletic club, passersby would hear groahy 
ef agony and anguieh of victimes who strongly oppesed the hellish intrigues of 
the tmited Council and who refused to contribute meney inte it. 411 the Chan,ion 
and hie sssociate used to bind people to a palm tres and whip them, thus 
encouraging then to embrace the so-called "freedom" of Ali's cause. (Those whe 
had suffered at Ali's hands signed aid sent in a deposition regarding his 
activities, ) 


Strangely enough, Ali the Champion eccasionally welched, and as recorded 
dn the repert given 21 May 19h6, refused to relinquish the already-callected 
gum. Concerning the money collected by the Tudeh Hereas' Club, Mr. Faraji 
@tated that Ali the Champion had not approved turning it over to the treasury 
ef the United Council. Following Faraji's statement Comrade Moradi seid that 
the Tudeh Heroes! Club planned to have a new building and to have several unions 
join it. 


jt was also mentioned that the Heroes! Club wished to incerporate POD 
(POD may refer to a friendly group which sympathizes with the Heroism Club), 
but according to Mr. Meradits report, POD did not approvg of being incorporated. 
In the course of the discussion, Mr. Kaveh proposed that the Berim (ic) 
ayndicates be separated. In tie meattime Comrade Nataql suggested that the 
funetion of the Heroes! Club be made purely athletic and thet the headquarters 
ef the Driver's Union be removed to g:other plade, 


The Heroes! Club was quite well «nown and had certain privileges whioh 
the United Council, wished to utilize, No doubt they wanted to contral this 
athletic club and use it as a politigal center. Mr. Najafi gave e report on 
Ald the Champion and exolained the usefulness of his elub. It was voted that 
Alita club, formerly known as the Heroes’ Club, be called the Tudch Heroes! 
Club of Abadan and that all the money collected frem the workers be sent tc 
the treasury of the United Council. It was also voted that fer its upkeep and 
expenses the Tude. Heroes’ Clob might request money from the United Council's 


treasury. 


A mecber of leaders of the United Couned] and Tudeh Party, namely Abd-al~ 
Hoseyn Afsus, Karim Chelbi, Hesuni, Sefi Bushahri, Hagan Lorch, ‘Abud Areb, 
Kiel Shirazi, Mohsen Arab, Jeser Masfud, Brother Jasem, Jasem Siah and Chalar 
Rega had become a nuisance to the public. Every night after their meeting they 
used to drink at the Jaleh Restaurant and then go around molesting the public. | 
Theae men were determined to agitate and upset the public. They tried many schemes 
to advance their cause, For «ample, they used to ask a tenant how mach he oald 
hie landlord or proprietor a month. The tenant might say "500 Rials". Thea these 
man would say (or rather order him) not te pay more then 200 Riels henceforth. 
The tenant would snow his lease proving that he could not lawfully de this. jut 
they would tell him thet if the propPieter or a government official should object, 
he should beat them. "Ve will support you," said the men tec the tenant. 


Such incursions and public molestations were developing sll over <hugi stan. 
These illegal activities and encroachsents were repeatedly reported to the Pelice. 
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Another iljustration of the illegal activities of this group is shown is 
a petition written by a merchant of Abadan te the Military Governor of Abadan 
Province: 


Pespectfully I bring to your kind sttention the fadt that the day before 
yesterday at 6 otclock in the afternoon Hoseyn, the son of Haj Mbrahim Behbeken*, 
boldly entered my office end started intulting me. I had a number of visitors 
in my office who witnessed. this incident. 1 reported the occurrence to the 
police, and. an investigation revealed that Hoseyn and his associates were fro 
the Tudeh Party. On Feidey the Sth of Ordibehesht (25 April 196), I was the 
ebject of their talk, — 


"Yesterday morning a number of men fran the Tudeh Party eneireled my house 
and office and it was obvious that they intended to harm me and subvert. ny 
business, Sarcastic and threstening re.arks were hurled at me. These remarks 
made me feverish and increased my apprdvnaion. The fast that Hoseyn derinir 
entered my office, affronting me and grabbing me by the neck, indicates that 
he has the aupport of others. These men had definite eshemes to disturb the 
public peace. 


"We, the neople, and our families are living under the present government's 
sovereign rule, and it ia the responsitility of the present authorities to 
regulate and adjust our affairs. why, then, is the Tudeh Party allowed to 
interfere in our affaire? Great number's of than are threatening the public. 

If the Tudeh Party is recognized by the government, why shouid the citizens 
not be informed of the fact? It 1s unthinkable that we showld recognige this 
group, whose activities have brought wnrest and anxiety to the people. ‘e, 
the helpless citizens, respectfully call to the attention of the authorities 
the activities of these terrorists. i@ want protection and an immedi:te stop 
to this turmofl and nob rule.* 


We beg to remain 

Very respectfully, 

Aodeal-Nebi, Iran 

(The certified copy ie identical with the original) 

Note; This petition tas also beer sent to the Pelice 1) June 196." 

Besides this, a secret letter dated 11 June 1916, revealing the illegal 
activities of the Tudeh Party wee sent to the Nunicipal Council. This letter 
atated thal the Tudeh Party had stopped the city's flour supply and was thus 
threatening its inhabitants with etarvetion. 


The following letter is from the Cevernor of Abaden City to the deverner 
ef Abadan Province: 


"Your Excellency, the Governor of Abadan brovincer 


Respectfully I bring te your kind attention the fact that yesterday at 
2 P.M, I was informed by the bekera that they would not bake the followin: duy. 
They complained that the price of brea had not been fixed aa thoy wished. : 
tried my best, and persueded them to return to. work and thus prevented the eity 
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from being without bread, Later in the day I found that the bakers had baked 
ohly once that day and that they, together with all other tradesmen, had sme 
on strike. A thorough investicatia: indicates that the bekers aa well as all 
other tradesmen had been ordered by the United Council to go on strike. 


"You are aware o- the feet that the city of Abadan is an industrial city 
whose numerous workers cannot carry on unlesa the feed supply is regular. ‘in 
hourts dd@sy in the food supply causes confusion which in turn creates digirust 
among the people. This situation has caused great tension and has impaired the 
welfare of the people of this city. The activities of the United Council have 
upset the whole balance of the city. Kindly inform me of any decision you make 
relative to solving this problem. 


City Gevernor of Abadan, 
taAnel i 


P,S, Ag the hot seagon peared, the United council tock over the ice 
featory. Those who opposed them had to go thirety., Such activities are 
characteristic of the so-cailed freedom which thess blackguards claim to champion." 


A secret letter dated 1 June 1916 was sent by the ower of the ioe factory 
to the Goverament Investigation Bureau Ne. 2. The following ia the letter: 


*Reapectfully, I repert tnat the Tudeh Party has taken ower centrol of the 
Abadan Ice Factory. Ice is distributed only to tiose wio have regigtered in the 
Laber Unien of the Tudeh P. « Those who have refused to register with chem 
are deprived of foe. The public is in a state ef great wnrest and strong feelings 
prevail, The Tudeh Party has poster ite men all along the atrests leadin: to 
the ice factory. The) step anyone pcing toward the factory. The psople are 
greatly distressed anc. members of the Tudeh Party heve become a menace to te 
public peace. People are complaining of this lynch<law. This tension ng, even 
grow worse and brin; ebout anarchy when the weather becomes hotter." 


The following are abstracts of an investigation by the autherities dited 
30 dune 1916. ‘Testimony is by the owners of the ice factory, namely Messrs. 
Temelel Al-~Safar, Kazeruni, and Abd-Allah Jemali. 


Question 1: State your identity. 


Answer; My name is Usril, son of Hasan, fanily name Al-Safer. I ar. ; 
merchant and a partner in the Abedap ice fustory. I am married, have children, 
at a Moslem by faith and am a citisen ef Iran, 


Question 2: Why have you gone to the Governor of Abadan and complained that 
the Tudeh Party has seized your factory and that the ice is now dispensed only 
to those whe possess special cards from the United Council? 


Anawar: We have gone to the Governor because we were deprived «af beth physical 
and mental security. Our ice factery was under the control of the Tudeh larty and 
their members were distributing ice to the people. ‘They had invited us to a Unien 
meeting and ordered us not to give ice te these not having special cards issued 
by the Tudeh Party. We felt that with the presence of the police, the City Joverner 
and the Municipal Council, these peéple have no right to interfere in our affeirs. 
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Another partner of the ice factory was questinned: 


Question 3; what do you have to say about the members of the Tudeh Party; 
what waa their attitude? 


Answer: These men could not heve interred in our affairs hed they not 
been given orders by thatr Party. I a: in complete agreament with Mr. AleSafar's 
statement. I might also add that if the police do not step these encroachme ts 
we shall close our factory. Kazeruni. 


Another partner is questioned: 
Question hy What do you say about this matter? 


Answers I repeat all my partners have seid. These people are botherin : 
ug, and if the police do not stop them we shall close our factery. Jameii. 


SFORLON TAREE HY 
STRRS 
GENERAL CONDITIONS BEFORE THE STRIKE 


After the seizure and expropriztion ef twenty-six buildings in Abadan and 
Ahmadabad, the United Council sterted controlling various syndicates, openly 
intimidating the public, and opposing <he government officials. The United 
Council's members were active at their assigned posts all over the city. Anyone 
opposing them became a target. Tradegren were threatened with death and robbed. 
he report. of the Abadan City Police dated 1) June 1916 indicates that monay was 
expected from every tradesman accerdin: to his monthly income without cliving hin 
sny receipt. 


These extortions and abuse were frequently directed ccainst the Arabic- 
.apeaking people of Ehusistan. Being @onservative, the Ashair tribe of Iran 
hold their leaders in high esteem. Th: disgraceful activities of the Tudeh 
Party and the United Council had a creat effect on the Ashair tribe. To orevent 
these illegal appropriations a:d to protect thenselves they laid plans for 
constituting a tribal uiton. Their request fer agricultural, educational ani 
economic help wag met with favor by the central goverment. This encourage ant 
fron the authorities caused them to legally form the Tribal Union of Ashair of 
Khusisten. On 17 dune 1915 the Arabig-epeaking people of Khusistan fornally 
sent notification to the Governor of Khorramshahr and other government centers 
ef the formation of their Tribal Unies. Three days later 25 of their tribal 
leaders sent 2 telegram to the Prime Minister in Tehran, officially announcing 
to the central government the formation of the Union of Arableespesking Pea; ies 
of Khuzistan and asking for the central govermient's approval. 


Pie i this time several strkes took place in Agajari and in Abadan. 

2 July 19:6 @ general strike broke out and continued for 2 hours, This 
Pattee strike wes no doubt an experiment prearranged by the Tudeh Party and 
the United Council. 


Approved For Release 200t/dst07 : CIA-RDP83-00415R009900070003-2 


Approved For Release 2001/09/07 : CIA-RDP83-00415R009900070003-2 


The confusion and insecurity caused directly by the Hilegal activities 
of the United Council altered the normal course of the city of Abadan. In the 
ebsence of the City Governor of Abadan, who hed gone to Tehran, the United 
Council and the Tudeh Party became bolder in their encroachments against the 
Aghair tribal leaders. ‘The minutes af a maeting held by the United Council 
gvhow that the case of the Tribal Union was vigorously discussed. The reper’. 
does not make clear why the Labor Union eppoged the formation of the Ashair 
fridal Union. 


MEETINGS OF Tie LABOR UNION OF THE UNITED COUNCIL 


The meeting of the Labor Union ef the United Council of Abadan opened 
on 29 June 1916 at 3:30 in the afternoon and lasted until S:)f in the afternoon, 
The following were present: Messrs. Torbiat, Vafali-Zadeh Dashtipur, Moraci, 
Nataqi, Safavi, Kaveh and Faraji. 


In this meating Ghelam ‘Ali Moredi gave a report. Mr. Torbiat. gave @ 
Lengthy report regarding the rise of the Arabic-speaking people of Kherramshahkr. 
He igo told the United Ceuncil membera about the plans of imperialists in 
Khorramshahr. Following him, Gholam 'Ali Moradd gave a report on the «rabs 
iiving in Ahwaz. He specifically painted out the danger of Arab encroachment 
in Beveda and Jangieh. He stated that the Arabea of Ahwaz sre gesded on and 
sentrolied by a Mr, Otvikak. 


Gholam ¥ii Moradi told the Council of the treacherous schemes of Mr. “esbah 
Fatemi., Hie report went on to “#11 the Council that the Arabs have taken 
dangerous stepe and tiat with the suppert of the Frovinelal Ceuncil of Ahwaz 
they night atart a revolution. He suggested that the forces of the tnited 
Gouncil be stronger in Ahwas to prevent an Arab uprising. He declared that 
the Laber Union of the United Council accuses the Ashair Tribal Union of teiag 
a political union. He said that if thie were so necessary steps ahould oe teken 
against the Arab union. “Why have the activities of this tribal union not core 
to our attention?" he asked the Council. 


The Labor Union meeting of 11 fpril 196 indicates that ore ef the resacas 
for the strike was the Ashair Union. The Umion of foilers and Laborers of f#badan 
claim thet the Tribal Union of Aehair and its eetivities are directed toward 
absolute independence from the central government. The Ashair tribe is seid to 
be indifferent and ineubordinate to inetructions given by the United Central 
Gounctil. 


Meeting Ne. 390 of the United ceuncil took place on 2 vuly 196. ALL 
meniberas were present. “r. forblat save a resume of his talk. He said that he 
wet one of the tribal leaders of the Arabp.and found that they wanted indepandence 
in Khuzestan Province. He alaco explained tne situation in Khusistan and stresead 
the importance of 4 general strike and the dispatoh of an ultimatum to srs central 
government and the United Central Council, 


Mr. Safavi gave a report on the foed supply and he, too, emphasized the 
importance of a general strike which was unanimously approved after he geve a 
thorough picture of the activities of the Ashair Union. 
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Mr. Natagits sugrestion that # United Council member go to Tehran wae 
voted on after a long debate amon: the members. It was agreed that “rr. Vafeli- 
Zadeh go to Tehran and return to Abedan on 15 July 1945. Then Mr. Nateg 
proposed that tveir envoy, namely Mr. Vafa'i-Zadeh, should only deliver the 
United Council's messege and in no way make any decisions or take any actions 
except these specified in his instructions. In case the central govermme:t 
should net see fit to comply with the United Council's request Vaf'a’i-7adeh 
should return and repert the reactimn of the central government to the United 
Council before a ceneral atrike should begin. 


An abstract of thre meeting of 2 July 1916 shows that it was definitely 
agreed to call a general strike. But the minutes of preceding weetings do net 
atate the reason for the strike. 


A special meeting took place on 2 July 1946 which last until 1:20 a.r. 
the next morning. All ~embers of the Executive Board (of the tmited Council 
of Abadan) were present. Mr. Nataqi reported that there was a plane goin. 
to Tehran fron Ahwas end augzested that Mr. Vafa'i-Zadah take that plane on 
Thuraday. His propose] was rejectet because if “r. Vafa'i-Zadeh had gone to 
Tehran on Thursday, he could fot have returned the next day. it was agresd 
that Mr. Vafa'ti-Zadeh should go to jehran and that his delaying his departure 
even for one or two deys would net matter, Sut it was unanimously agreed that 
the starting of the general strike be on Saturday 1) July. It was also voted 
that regardless of whether Mr. Vafa'i~Zadeh were successful in his alesion 
he should try his best to bring along five or six members of the United Central 
Council. Torbiat proposed that the Executive Committee draw up plans and submit 
them to the Labor Unien but his propesal was rejected. It was voted and unani~- 
mougsly agreed that the plang for te general strike should be drawn up by the 
Labor Union itself. 


Mr. Gafavi suggested that in cuse something required a member of the 
Executive Comittee te be absent, a member of the Executive Beard of the Mmited 
Council should act for him, but without the power to sign any officlal pm ers 
or documenta. This preposal was approved by the Council. 


It was voted that three people be nomineted for membership on the ixneeutive 
Committee. The United council nominated the following: Messrs. Torbiat, Safavi, 
and Vafati-zadeh. Mr. Moradi suggerted that if the representatives of the Anglo- 
Iranian 641 Company wished to discuss matters with the Executive Committec, two 
mombere of the Executive Board of the United Council of Abadan should participate 
in the discussion. The United Council eit ie approved the above pro; ocal 
and plane °.< the strike were dram. 


On 12 July 1946 « board to carry on the strike was appointed. 4 meeting 
of the board begar at 10 peam. Members of the Executive Board cf the United 
Council of Abadan and the following people were present: Measrs. Najefi, Torbiat, 
Vafa'i-Zadeh, Moradi, Moaleh, Kaveh, Safavi, Dashti-Pur, Nataqi, Gholam f/14 
Moradi. 


Mr, Najafi seid three members cf the Executive Committee should be respensible 
for leading the strike. He suggested that responsibilities be divided anc. that 
Communications of the United Counci) be well preserved. Tuis was also unonivously 
approved and Mesers. Najefi, Vafa'i-Zadeh and Torbiat were appginied. 
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FUNCTIONS O* THe EXHCUTIVE COMMITTEE 


1. The Executive Committce shal] act for the Executive Board of the United 
Council, reecive and heer reports, make and announce decisions. 


2, The Executive Committee shal] be in charge of executing decisions mace 
by the Executive Board. 


3. At every session of the Exeoutive Board the Executive Committee shall 
gubmit reports for approval. 


he The Executive Committee memburs shall be allowed te enter into negotietions 
but only the zxecutive board will reriler the decisions. 


5. The Executive Hoard {of the (mited Council of Abadan) shall be responsicle 
for the termination of strikes. 


UNITED COUNC.'S BOARD MEMBURS AND THHIR RESPONSIBILITIES 


lL. Committee on Communications - Messrs. Safavi and Mosleh 
2. Committee on Food ~- Messrs, Kaveh and ‘Abadi 

3. Committees on Propagande - Messrs. Moradi and Selmasi 

he Committee on Diecipline - Messre. Dashti-Pur and Nateqi. 


On 1h July 1944 4t was decided to take over ccntrol of the city's traffic. 
The controlling of the city's traffie wae positive evidence of the iilegel 
encroachments of the United Council even if wo possessed no other evidence of 
their illegal activities. 


At the Executive Board's meeting of 1) July 196 the following were presents 
Messrs. forbdiat, Najafi, Kaveh, Mosleh, Moradi, Fereji, Nataqi, and Vafati~Zedeh. 


Mr. 3afavi suggested that the matter of the strike be presented to the 
tradesmen. He proposed that financiel help be asked of them Thie propesrl was 
approved by the (mited Council. After a leng debate, it was voted that treffic | 
be allowed by special permit and that all vehicles should obtain special permits 
to be issued by the United Council. 


WHY WAS THERE A STRIKE? 


The strike was called at a tive when the conditions of workers were growing 
better. The government was trying to adopt IL0 standards and to better the: 
living standard of the workers. This was evidence that the authorities had 
a keen interest in the welfare and living standard of its workers. The working 
hours had been shortened and wages Shereased. To &d just the working conditicns 
ef those employed on the ofl walla, Pr. Kaveyani, a jirector General of the 
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Miniatry of Arts and Sciences, “r. Aranesh, tie Assistant (Minister) and ¥>, Saqafi, 
another Director General, hed been sent fro; Tehran to Abaden. 411 this 6 cows 

thet the central geovern-ent was seriously working for the interest of the Laborers. 
it is plain that the adjustrent of worcin. conditions cold net be accompl ished 
overnight. Tire was needed to adjust policies and carry on plans for the wifare 
of the workers. 


Bue te their connections with the United Central Couneil and their ilteral 
activities, the lebor unions rade it diffieult for the covernmvent to improve the 
living standard of the workers. Yet in spite of all trese problens, the goverment 
went shead with its constructive plane. 


The board meetinys of the Unite! Council of Abadan indicate that poll ical 
matters were discussed. The case o: the Asheir Tribe {the Avable-speasing people 
of Khugistan) received special attention. Beside these questionable exten sions 
of their ri;hts, it was also plain tat the Council had no legal reason io call 
@ general strike. 


A special official notice was sent by tre Prine Minister, at thai tin, 
Qavan-al-Soltaneh, stating that the waves of the workers were in the -rocers 
of being increased avain and that the overnrent would sefeguard the richts of 
the workers. It also exsphasined tuat as long as the discussions ever the Lage 
policy were not complete the workers should not strike; if they did, the strixe 
would be considered Dlesal. 

The leaders of the United Council and ihe Tudeh Party notified the Am Lo- 
iranian O11 Company that the Compan; should pay Friday wa:es to the workers. 
(Friday is en officiel holiday and is considered the Savbath in iran as well as 
in all Moharmedan countries}. ‘The Cexpany was 7iven until 5 pem. on 10 July 1916 
to notify the Council of ite decision. Sut the Company protested that the tise 
was not long enough. Tien the repressntatives of the United Council extendsd the 
time linits. Between tie 10th and the 13th of duly, the head of the Company 
with two other com-any directors, met with Mesers. Najefi, Mosleh, and Nateci, 
were told of the Company's good will. The Company head ghowed them the capy af 
@ telegram he had sent tc London which was favoratile to the workers' cause. 

But the leaders of the United Ceuncil and the Tudch Party, whose purpese wes te 
agitate and create confusion, cssemblud t e workers and on 13 July 29kc amamecd 
the strike. ‘The Company could not sec any reason for the strixe and iried so 

see the leaders of tue United Council, but the Council members evaded the: and 
severed off relations with the Company. 


The Company had not objected to paying the Friday wases to its workers: 
furthermore, the Central government hud also declared itself to be worxing for 
the best interests of the workers and warned them not to strike. Therefore, it 
ia.¢lear that tsere was no economic reason for the strike. The Council must have 
had other reasons. 


it snould be understood that tne Company never officially recognized the Laber 
Union. In a meeting on 5 May 194s, Mr. Kazeruni, the representative of ihe coarany, 
told Mr. Wajafi that he could tatk to him and recognize him as an editor of a 
newapaper but not as a representative of a Labor union, 
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According to the Company, it could not acknowledge the views o” the 
representatives of the "Gentrel Camcil" as those of the worxers .miil is jac 
veen registered and stil the government officially recognised the Centrsl council. 
if the Company did sot refuse to anter into discussions with the represen xt..tives 
of the Council it was only to con@ilt om and analyse useful plans which coud 
be implerented. 


One of the main reasons for tie atrike was to unite te werkers and to 
challenge the newly-formed tribal imion of eanacs 


THE GHGANS Di OF THE STRIKE 


The <mployees Union of the AID also participated in the strike, thoreb 
making 1t a general strike. 


Declaration of Strike 
"Declaration to 211 iranian personnel of the Anglo-Iracian 041] Company: 


"There are nany ties and relationships tat bind all Lraniana tovet.iers 
While a few people enjoy a fairly hich living standard, suny workers are denied 
this and must live urder dire cirmmstences. The world, and especially our dear 
country Iran, atands oehind ail these wio try to maintain their rights. This 4s 
the moral duty of every individual. 


"The Union of »«nglo-ivanian O31 Company Iranian personnel in its first 
session unanimously woted to participate in the strike, cooperate with the Laver 
Union, and support the cause of the strike. Iranian personnel are asked to ccese 
working in any locality or section were workers are o:: strike. Until further 
notiee, personnel must cooperate with the workers. Personnel should hel: the 
workers in any way possiule and sae any secrifice so that definite resuits 
might be obtained. 


"As soon as the apove declaration recches sections or localities wher: the 
United Council is not officially organized, the personnel there must appoint 
representatives, and together with the leader “of the Union earry on the cause 
of the strike. 


Ghief of the Executive Boatd of the 
Euployees Union of the i695 


Mohammad Reze Mesh; len" 


Marder ad Pillage 


The city was in the hands of tne United Council and the Tudeh Pari. 
Treffic was under their control. 


On 15 July 1916 corresponding to the birthday of Mohammed, the Ashair tribe 
decided to inaugurate their club. The Ashaer Club was close to the Pahlavi school 
situated on Pahlavi Avenue in Abadan. On 12 and 13 July 196 invitation cards 
were sent out and preparations were under way for the inauguration. 
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prove GF cibMelieisker2 00G10R/ EY -ABHA-QP SAKINA PARODIBOON 7000 son2d on streets, 
avenues and on the outskirts of the city as far as gabmansair and Knorra:shahr, 
All compan, vehicles were confiscated. On Saturday Abadan was a dreadful scene: 
revolution and anarchy were fominert. dn Englishman was pulled from a ecr and 
beaten. This event caused the British personnel of the Company to stay in their 
houses for two days. Traffic was fliowed to move only by special perwit. Anarghy 
also prevailed 4: Kherramsiahr, Darmard, Kat Abde-Allah, Abvaz, “aesjid-i- ‘Oleyuan, 
Gaj Saran and Pander Mashur. 


At 5 asm. Sunday, 1’ Jwly 19)€, the Gevernor of Abadan was informed of tris 
wielence, anarchy end chaos. Havin: authority from the central government, Ae 
declared martial law ooth in Avadan and Kherramghahr. Major Paseh was aj volaied 
military governor of Abadan and khorramshahr. For additional sucuritiy, forges 
Were brought from Ahvaz te Abadan. 


On Monday evenin;, 13 July 1985, the leaders (ef the United Council and 
the Tudeh Party) were driving toward the Ashair Club, They were followed by 
& great number of people. The tribes, who vere inaugurating their new elaub, 


To fully explain this incident, the report of the Abadan Folice Separtment 
is cited: 


"I beg to state respectfully that we were informed of tos inauguration af 
Aghaer Club. {t ls30 we went :o their Club on the Pahlavi Avecue, ‘There wore 
150-200 Arabs ausenbled there. At ‘his time a man named Mohammad was she tiny: 
through @ megaphone, saying, ‘Let Ub put away ive double-dealing and diffurernces, 
we all are Iranian.' He spoke for zbout hal! an hour. 


"A car from the direction of the police station passed through Fahlasi 
Avenue and stopped negr the Ashair (lub. fhe following persons were in te ear: 
th. Messrs. Safavi, Dashti-Pur, Nateql, Hasan Zarger, and the driver. There were 
five or six pergons on the running board of the car. Taher, an ATab, who was 
traffie director for the Ashaer Club, prevented the car from pessing thrmich. 

He said to the driver that there was a meeting in front ami that the car could 
not pass. Mr, Safavi climbed on vop of the car shouting, ‘We shall pass throavhs ° 
and challenged anyone io stop then. One of the Ashairs named Heji Haddad waa on 
the roof by the flag. He in-ediately ca-e down, shook hands with the chal lengers 
and invited them to his Club. chen they declined the invitation, he clearad the 
way before them, and 1:t the cer pag3 through. As they ware passing, he teid the 
men that nothing must disturb the s@2ting and that even bicycles were not <llowed 
to pass through by the Club. 


"After the first cer passed through, 4@ second car arrived and wanted co puss, 
but was stepped by tie traffic dirvasor of the Ashair Club. gain Haji Haddad 
cleared the way and let the car pass thmough. A little later, a motorcyelsc, 
whose driver was # Tadeh Party namba: ‘'y) pasaeu through at fell speed behical toe 
car that had just passed. < third eur earrying a number of tudeh Party meubers 
also passed through; the sen on the car were shoutin:, "Lon: Live the ?ude4 vertyl 
Death to the Ashair Partyi' ‘The Ashair Party is nonsense,' said the men. imstead 
of going straight throvgh, the third car stopped by the door of the Ashaer Cisb. 
The men in the car shovted: ‘Friends, where ere you? where did toe driver i? 
Beiends, cove and helpi' At this tire, cbout 200 members of the Tudeh Parcy 
gathered around the car end lifted the car and set it om Pahlavi Avenue, 
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"About 7 pem. an Avreb nened Seyad Majid started arguing with a member of 
the Tudeh Party. The argument betwean these two men grew hot and broke ints 
a fight. A number of sen rashed on Sayed Majid and @ gunshot was heard. On 
heerine the gunshot, the Arabs, and the leaders of the Ashair farty ontered 
their Club and closed the door behind them. 4t this point, from the extreme 
end of Pahlavi Avenue 20,000 men appeared and rushed to the atore of Hoseyn Guzi. 
The looted his merchandise and smashe! his store to bits, Then they started 
going toward the Ashair Club. Reaching tue Pahlavi achool, which was close to 
the Ashair Club, they set ‘ire to the eohs0i house and entered the Ashair Club. 


“The Arabe and their leaders whe were hiding in the Club were attacked; 
the doors and windows wre broken and the building set on fire. Huji haddac 
was wounded and hid himself under his car. A man named Mohsen Keyhant had sis 
brains knocked out. Five cars were set on fire, They threw the corpse of ‘joasen 
Keyhani into one of those cara. Haji Haddad eames out from his hiding place with 
hie nephew snd hid under a school desk, Haji was diseovered and beate: to Jeath 
with iron bars. Anyone who saw an Arab attacked pin and killed hin. 


"Finally the police arrived. Seeing the police, they started attackirs 
them. To frighten the people, the pelice started shooting in the air. Knowing 
that the police were shooting in the air, the people attecked the police ard 
wounded a police o’ficer, Major Dowletehahi. He was carried back to the police 
atation. The other members of the pelice then returned to the pelice station: 


"A great number of men under the leadership of Hasan Lareh then entered 
the home of Haji Haddad and stole everything they could lay hands on. The loot 
was then carried to the waiting care which had been sent by Ali the Champion, 
then leader of the Ahmadabad Heroes Club. Hasan Lereh led the people to the 
house of Haji Hoseyn Gasi, the merchent. They killed him and looted his house." 


After this event, the workers rushed toward the house of Haddad. ‘Whenever 
they saw a man whe happened to know added, they treated him sa a traitor and 
beat him. Finally they reached Haddnd's houses seeing the police, the lemiers 
shouted; "Down with the Police and the Police Stationi" 


in the House of Haddad 


fhe da.ghter of Mohammed Ken'an was the wife of Haddad, Her brother, Habib 
Ken'en, was one of the great tribal leaders. She was sick end lying in bed with 
her five-day old baby. ‘She was sevaely attocked and the house plundered. 
gret. sum of money was taken. One nundred thousand Rials of this sum was rccovered 
by the police and later sent to the nilitary governor. Hadded's house was raned 
and made completely uninhebiteble. 


The house of another merchant naved Yusof Kuiti was also attacked and Looted. 
In front of the Police Station, Colonel Lialy. by shooting in the air, stop .ed 
the looters. They then headed towari Ahmadabad and surrounded the house ef Haji 
Hoseyn Cand. Hoseyn Gazi telephoned the police and asked for help, but before | 
the police arrived two men had already entered the house, The police arrived, 
raced to Hoseyn Gazi and took him into protective custody, As the police and 
Hoseyn Gai were passing through the street, one of the looters started shooting 
at Hoseyn Gazi. He ran for his life and nid under a water tank. The workers 
destroyed the tank and one of ther weheaded Koseyn Gazi; the rest looted his house, 
this uvent was reported to the poliee on 1h July 1916. Colenel Asmwudch + as 
asked to investigate this murder, 
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to the Militery Governor and told him that they had nothing to do wits the cays 
events. 


THE END OF THE STRIKE 


On 15 July 1916, 1¢ was announced that an investigating board appointed 
by the Prime Minister was on the way to Abaden., 4% one peme, the board, under 
the shatrmanshiy of Moseffar Firuz, and accompanied by Dr. Radmanesh and Dr. 
Jowdat, arrived in Abadan. To make a thorough investigation and cet # clear 
picture of all sides, the bourd ordered ice release of the five leaders of the 
Tudeh Party and the United Council, which had been arrested the previous evening. 
The strike ended on 16 July 1916 ani workers were ordered back to their jobs. 


Hote: ‘The five leaders of the Tudeh Farty acc the United Council were imprisoned 
a day after the 23rd Tir crisia (1 July 1916). 


DECLARATION OF UNITED COUNCIL OF WORKERS 4ND TOILERS OF ABADAN 
The md of tce General Etrike 


"ye it known to all workers and people of Abadan that under the auspices 
of the government of Cavam-al-Selt {Prime Miniater in 1916), & special 
investigating board, under the chairmenship of Mozaffar Piruz, the political. 
aasistent to the Prime rinister, accompanied by two members of the United Contral 
Council, Dr. Radmanesh end Dr. Jowdat, has arrived in Abadan. The board has 
made a close examination of our cause, and efter prolonged discugsion has decided 
in favor of the workers! cause, The terms of this discussion will be explained 
later, It has been decided that toda, beginning at 2 P.M., the general strike 
ghall ends workers shal). resume their jobs and the city shall turn to its normal 
pursuits. 


"The safeguarding ©: tie city and its environs is unier the security farces 
of the government. The security forages have teen instructed to be kind in their 
dealing with the people of Abadan and all Khusistan. Nevertheless, they shali 
pursue and arrest all those who atteemt to subject the public order. The public 
should remain oim, obey orders and pay no attention to the schemes of plotters. 


UMITED COUNCIL OF sORKERS 
AND TOILERS OF ABADAR® 
After the strike, the Friday wages were paid. Of course, thie hed beea 
approved by both the Company and the authorities even before the eneral strike 
began. But the leaders of the United Council and the Tudeh Party gave the 
impression to the workers that the Friday wages were paid to them because o: the 
ceneral strike and that thne they were to be conzratulated on their achievement. 


ngratuLations on the Accomplishment of the ‘orkers 


"Our friends the Laborers: 


at the instigation of exploiters and profiteers, conflict wus brought avout 
among us. fA number of workera suffercd, innocent blood was shed, and ~any of 
our Arebic~epeaking brethren injured or killed. Despite all these pathetic 
oecurrengesy Ne PFSP Aeseeeisd TIE oC REPS $0041 5R009900070003-2 
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*), fereral strike has preyed i at a well-erganized labor mien ita 


a strong will can challenge any institution and win rights for the workers. 


"2, Throughout Khusistan we have proved, to those wio thought of our own 
organisation as tevporary, that it will endure and thet its everlasting holy 
flame will better the economie ecndition of the workers, 


"3. The capitalists, these threneless and crownless kinge of toil! must 
acknowledce our strong organigation, 


*h. According to the instructions of Mezaffar Firus, the political assistant to 
the Prime Minister, the 011 Company must pay Friday wages to the laborers starting 


"S. Wages are subject to eight weeks! retroactive pay. 


*§, The blood of the martyrs hes watered the roots of the Freedom Trice and 
eaused it tc shoot forth green buds. in spite of all these bitter events, our 
organization crows stronger with the strength of steel. 


“fhoge martyred in the cause of freedom shall always be remembered. Fay 
the United Council of Workers and Toflers of Asbadan always remain atrong. 


"Long live our freedom-loving Arabic-speaking brethren. Lonz live the 
Iranians and ai] freeden-loving people of this country. 


"The Arebic-apeaking people, whe used to be traitors and whose surder was 
eonsidered legal, shall no longer be nolested. They arp our brethres and considered 
freedom-loving people.* 


The United Council cauzed this anarchy and chées juet to demonatrate Its 
strencth. This fact is indicated in the second line of ites declaration. 


On 16 July an extrsordinary meeting was held including the Executive Foard 
ef the Central Council and Dr. Radmamesh and or. Jowdet. At tiie meeting ine 
atrike and the Ashair Shion were diegussed. The following are minutes of the 
meeting which show what political and economic matters were discusaed, giving 
& Glearer picture of th: general strixe. 


"On 16 duly 1916 at 8 A,. the Executive Board of the tinited Council of 
Abadan convewail, The followin: were present: Messrs. Najafi, Torbiat, Safavi, 
Vafati~Zadeh, Mosleh, Natagi, Farajig Horadi, Dashti-Pur and the two menbars 
of the United Central Qouell, namely ['r. Radmanesh and fr. Jowdet. 


Mr. Najafi stated: 


“The friends in Absdan .eve suffered mue: and been kept very buagy. ‘The 
Qnited Central Council hed decided te support the South and its activities, but 
help had not been fortheomin;, I wags sent trere for ten days, but was inatructed 
by toe United Council to stay (lonzer). I cave witnessed the activities af « 
number of Arab contrictors wo ora stocses of t 6 O11 Company. After talkin. 
with one of the Arab leaders (Haddad), I went to Tehran, ave: my report, and 
on my return had nothin: to give the workers but empty promises.’ 
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Mr. Najafi also explained tie reasons for the strike in which 6,00 


workers of the Centrel Uarage and the Great Factory tock part. He gaid that 

he had made the demands of the workera very clear to the Company. One o the 
requests, he said was in regard to Friday wagea about woich the Company 1 .ched 
first to have instructions from London. ‘The Company was given a nine day 
reprieve. But in his absence, he said, the Oil Company turned a deaf ear te 
the workers! requests and his frierds became the victinme of the O11 Company's 
atooges, Two me-bers o° the Labor Union were imprisoned withou, any legel 
procedure, This caused the worker& to go on strike. "I wert," Mr. Najafi seid, 
"to Agajari and smoothed things over and ended the strike. On sy return, the 
Executive Bourd of the United Ceuncil of Abadan convened, and after long 
@aliberation decided it could find no way to solve the workers! problems; s¢ 
finally it resorted to the general strike. On the same diy the Council dispatched 
notice of its action to ell members and syndicates, thus making it clear to | 
the O11 Company that the ‘Council means buainesa, ! 


‘Sow many strikers were there?* asked Br. Radmanesh. After a long discussion 
he was tald by Mr. Nataqi that he would be given a list of all departments and 
sections where the workers went on strike. 


Mr. Najafi agein talked about his efferts to prevent the strike. He want 
inte further detail about tie tradesmen and the maltreatment of governma t 
officiala, 


in regard to the Ashair tmion, Mr. Najafi said: 


"The Ashair Union came into existence with the support of the O41 Cewany. 
The conflict and strife which eccurred two nights age were plenned by the Of 
Company and Mr. Mesbah Fateml, the Sompany!s stooge." 


He also explainai the Arab atiltude and sald that on the evening of the 
day when the workers scre on strike, the Araba attacked them; the laborers 13d 
to defend themselves sy countor-attacking,. 


br. Jowlat discussed the reasens for the imprisonment of Zobdeh and terest 
at Aga Jari. . 


Dr. Radmanesh inquired about tie Arab attack which Safavi explained. 


Dr. Jowdat inquired into the sine-day delay which the O41 Company hei 
requested. He then brought uj; the strike question and activities of the ‘41 
Company, Dr. Jowdat also explained the new agreement between the Council and 
the Company woich was to be drawn wos 


_ Dr, Radmanesh disc essed the pelitical and economies aspects of the strike. 
He vividly described the feadel regime in Khusestan, and agreed to send 2s 
goon au poesible three engineers, Ansari, Namvar, and Ali Asghar Javaleqi to 
help (develope) Khnuzistan. 


On 20 January 19:7, Yed~Allah Nesimi, representative of the (Khuzcatan) 
United Council in Ahvaz, wrote 4 letter to the Military Governor of Abadan, 
in which he stated certain facts about the strike. In the letter he said: 
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"to demonatrate his ower und influence, Mr. Najefi iseued the order 
for the general strike, At this time, he had plans to destroy the Aahaira 
(Tribal Union) and t: iais end had sent missions chrougho :t Khusistan. Hr. 
Najafi is respongible for the confliet of 1h July 1916." 


The cane of the martyrs an! funds to be collected to s pport their families 
is dealt with under a separate chapter. 


A letter was ,sent to the Military Governor of Abadan in which the ille zat 
activities end exploitations of the former members of the ixecutive goard vere 
described: 


"fo the kind attention of his ezeellency the Military Governor oe: Abaian; 


"Zvery patriotic Iranian who loyes his fellow men must fight egainst the 
leoters and the swindlers whc tock advantage of the Workers Organization of 
Khugistan, The workers should be united for the preservation of their rights, 
and etand firm against the exploiters. “ost workers of Abadan are aware that 
they have been victimized by the former Labor Soard headed by Mr. Mahdi 
Hashemi Najefi. eon 


"Receipts signed by the former Ixecutive Board and other evidence is in 
the possession of certain individuals. This evidence proves their miscondict 
and victimization of the workers. 8rt unfortunately, the pessessors of sach 
evidence do not wish te present it te the authorities. Those concerned shculd 
know that the presentstion o this evidence and te receipts will confirm the 
encroschments and exploitations of Mr. Mahdi Hashemi Najefi, the former ch-ef 
of the Executive Board. All those wio possegs such evidence end receipts signed 
by the former Executive Board, and who refuse to present them will be consiiered 
by the workers as being co-partners Fith the awindlers and the exploiters, ‘he 
workers of Khugistan now wall imow tha: the aim of the former Labor Board was 
anything but te better the living stendard of the workers. Therefore, the 
workers cannot afford to ignore the evil acts of those in charge of tie former 
Lebor Boar ds 


"after his return from Tehran, Fahdi Hashemi Najafi proposed 4 genera: 
strike (throughout Khusistan Province}. The Executive Board unanimously voted for 
the strike. They neither considered international policy in ordering te strike, 
nor paid any attention to vie porte a conditions of the country. Their 
activities were merely directed at profit and at exploiting the workers. ‘he 
glogen for their activities wes. “Tt« strike is inevitable and must Se brought 
about as aon as possible.” 


"There were three men at the heid of the Workers? Organisetion of dhuzis tens 
Mehdi Hashemi Najafi, Koseyn Terbiat, and ‘Ali 'Qmid. Aside from 'ALi 'Omid's 
honesty or education, be strongly opposed the general strike. Just before the 
general strike was ordered, the United Cowncll of Ahvaz received two telegrans 
from the United Central Council. One of ther contained inatructions not to co 
on strike; the other s'mmoned 'Al4 Omid to Tehran. ‘Ali ‘Omid had strongiy 
epposed the strike, anc not taxing pret in the schemes of the exploiters, he 
asked the workers to centinue in their work. It had been decided that the 
railway workers of Ahvez should go om atrike, but ‘Ali ‘Omid prevented the:. 
It seems tALL 'Omidts presence would have prevented the strike, and that tcis 
wag the reason why he wes summoned to Tehran. The rxeoutive board apparently 
was planning to get rid of 'Al2 'Omizi. 
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mMejafits activitics and plans were never checked. On the contrary, he 
was given moce power by the Wnited Central Council and was nominated for a 
higher office in the Tudeh Party. 


‘The full story of the iliegal activities of tae Executive Board cannes 
be told. If it covld, it would fill many pooks. 


‘We have spoken wel of tALL ‘Omid, which might cause some to taink that 
our judgement of him was partial. Certainly this is not so, for we also adait 
thet ‘ALL tOmid's activities and propaganda have been harmful to the workers! 
cause. Hut the fact that he was bitterly opposed to striking cannot be danied. 
In weighing these circunstances we have strictly considered the public inte reat 
and have tried to give s rounded pictare of the Executive Board's activities, 


wto demonstrate his suthority, the pretender Mahdi Hashemi Najafi ordered 
the workers to go on strike. He was confident. that. while the strike was ony, 
the roving meetings (demonatrations?) would destroy the power of the srab tribal 
union, 


'esars. Gholam ‘Abbas Safavi, fahi, Mabrud Natagi wers in charge of carrying 
out orders given. ‘The propagated anc: inflamed humireds of thousands of workers 
against the irabs. Their slogan was, 'Death to tie fArebs and death to the 
Aghair Unien.! Yes, these mex played a great role in the rioting, chaos, «nd 
murder on 1): July 1985. 


“In regard to publication No. 1p.90, dated @ January 197, under the heading, 
‘answer of the United Council of Khuzistan Province to the ferged indic unmet | 
we again say that the nan responsible for all the turmoil, riot, murder, and 
ineurrection was Mahdi Hashemi Najefi, and not the goverment. 


The United Council started a cenpaign to raise funds. 4n enormous amount 
of money wes raised by -ollecting: , 


Dues for the membership in the Jnited Gouncil. 
Funds for aid of the Aga Jari strikers. 

Nonay for the treasury ef the tnited Council. 
Funds to support the martyrs! fanilies.— 


In addition to these, the dues that were co Llected by the United Council's 
representatives in the eitios and province of Masanderan, Gorgan, lefahan, sad 
Aserbaijan, for dem-censtruction in Kherramshahr, and aid for Khusesten (borsera') 
Organisations, which were in the nards of a few mene These men split the united 
Council's treasury ancng themselves, and t rough forgery Ranaged to conceal 
their evil deeds. The only evidencr at hand is a cashed check in the bank snc 
the hungry families of the martyrs of the 1b July 196 conflict. 4 sreat part 
of the United Council's treasury war taken to Tehran by Mr, Safavi acd tho rect 
was deposited i: the bank by Fr. Rawean Kaveh in his children's name. We alee 
hear that 300,000 rials of the United Council's treesury is with Hrs. Remoan 
Kaveh, Receipts for purchasing & 490 Packard, a radio, a bleycle, etc, with 
the ‘nited Council's money for the ‘iaited Gouncil, indicate that “Tr, Ramzan Kaveh 
pought them in his name and ‘hen appropriated thes. (Ramgan Kaveh was in charge 
of the financial affairs of the Undted Council.) Under the pretence 05 aiding 
the families of the martyrs of the 23rd of Tir, and the prisoners of éhvaéz, Mesars. 
Safavi, Netaqi, Ashuri, Cobad-Pur aud torbiat divided about 90,000 riala ana: 
themsel ves. 
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We appeal to the authorities to set free those innocent, mer. whe have tsen 
banished to Mazanderan and to invastdizate the former Executive Beerd of the 
United Council so the: che people will know these exploiters and swindlera. 


With great respect, 


Yad-Allah Nasini 

Member and Representutive ef 
the United Council of 
Khusistan Prevince.*® 


SBC TION FOUR 
FINANCIAL ATFAIRS: AlD T3 THE MARTYRS! FAMILIES 


From the evidence et hand, the financial affairs of the United Counell are 
not at all clear. It is impossible for ene to discover from the three acaount 
books of the United Cowscil (1. The expenditures ef the United Council; 2. The 
accounts book of the United Counefly 3. The journal of the United Council) either 
the income or the expenditures of this organization. In 195, membership cues 
were collected, but they did no have a neat book in which te record the Gouncil's 
income or expenditure. in regard to this, Mr. Abbes 'ALi Najefi in his let.cer 
admits: 


‘when the managers of the Provigcsial Organization of Khusisian decide te 


from Bank Melli, was asked for advice. Mr. Zamani sid that according to the 
laws of accounting, the organisation, ite aim, etc., should be recorded in an 
accounting beck. The managers were éeposed to his counsel. Evidently tha; cid 
not want to leave behind anyihing thet would reveal their frauds and deception. 
Mr. Zamani refused to be a party to t:eir schemes én thus their first plot was 
made known to ua,* 


The failure of this project overed the way for those who had definitely 
planned to take advantage of the United Council's finances for the aid of the 
martyrs! families, With the facts ari evidence now in hand it is easy to see 
how the swindlers ad exploiters acted. Yor example: 


On the 26th of Tir (17 July 19h6) the Executive Board of the United Gouneil 
held another meeting at 2 /.M, which Lasted until h P.M. The following were 
present: Natagqi, Najafi, Torbiat, Sefevi, Faraji, Mosleh, Vafa'i-Zadeh, Moradi 
and Bijeh, the head of personnel for the United Council proposed that contributions 
be taken for the purpose of ailing the survivers of the martyrs in the cause of 
freedom. He also suggestad that receipt books be printed and distributed «song 
various trade unions under the supervision of a ccemfsesion, and thet workers denate 
one dsy of their wages, It was voted that the members of the wmion pay 1%: rials, 
150 rials, or 200 riele, depending on their income, c+ ie to say, those whose 
income is from 1,000 te 3,000 rials pay 100 rials. Those who get fron 3,00 to 
§,000 pay 150 rials, and those receiving 5,00 and over would pay 200 riale. 


Approved For Release 2001/09R *CIA-RDP83-00415R009900070003-2 


Approved For Release 2001/09/07 : CIA-RDP83-00415R009900070003-2 


In regard to the Club personnel, it was decided that they should ge ahoad 
and have receipt booxs printed and seid school cirls all over the city to collect 
contributions. The school girls wore flowers on their breasts and asked fer 
contributicns from the public. The find raising committee members were Nesarce 
Safavi, Beijch, “eshgian, Diba and Facaji. It was decided that the cemutive should 
give a report of their campaign on tie “allowing Thorsday. 


The funds were deposited in the National Sank of Abadan under the na es of 
Messrs. Safavi and Vafa'i-Zadeh. A little later ‘his sum of money was transfcrred 
from Abadan to Tehran and there was duposited in “r. Safavi's account. (Chock No. 
623353 dated 16 October 19h6, 70,000 rialss Check Wo. 623356 dated 15 october 19h6, 
50,000 rials.) 


in the expenditure boo. of the ihiited Council a few items are mentions as oeing 
spent for those families whose husbaris were wounded in the July crisis. Tuese 
are the expenditures: 


1. Reeeipt No. 330, dated 71 July 1916, showin: 226 rials spent ‘or 
cigarettes and ma ches for the patients. 


2. Receipt Noe 331, dated 1 July 1946, showing 60 riale spent for 
biseuits for the patients. 


3. Receipt No. 333, dated 91 July 1946, showing 200 rials spent on 
the families cf these in prison. 


he Receipt No. 339, dated °1L duly 1916, showing 2,000 rlais sven, er 
medical expenaes of Mr. Natani. 


S. Receipt No. 340, dated 21 July 1916, showing 1,000 riale srem. on 
Pirouzg Rem for his medical expenies., 


6. Receipt Ne. 21, dated 21 July 1916, showin: 200 rials given to the 
family of Ahmad Zakhmi, who was hospitalized. 


7. Receipt Me. 347, dated 71 July 1916, showing 200 rials given ic the 
femilies of those who were wounded. 


8. Receipt Ne. 11, dated 23 July 196, showing 100 rials civem to the 
families of those who were wounded. 


Yes, the United Council claimed thet the martyrs, through sheddinz thin blood 
had watered the tres of freedom. 


Funds were raised to aid the survivors, but euch meagre aid disbursemente are 
proof that their claim is untrue. 


A committee was appointed ty the Union of Workmra of the O11 Compan; t. 
investigate the financial affairs of the former United Council of Abadan. Tic 
following acted as investigators: ‘bbus, Ali Najafi, Hormoz Shabani, “oham ad 
Bedi, and Jehangir. 


Questions were addressed to Mr. Eamsan Kaveh, responsible head of the Finance 
Comalttes of the inited Council. 
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for membership in the Umited Couneil from 21 tareh 1945 to 21 March 1916. 


Answer: *] have always been op csed to organizing 4 treasury, ono which was 
why I kept aloof for sight months. [ have seen urged by friends to take over the 
treasury, bat | refused. I was not responsible for the treaairy until 1 Fay wen 
the official banner of ihe United Gamcil of Abadan was raised. [ «aw mO\ning 
zbout the financisl effeirs. in ihe beginning there were four vouncila, ech of 
which had its own treasury. er thi« reason I don't xnew anything about tua treasury. 
As 1 said, I was ageinst organising a treasury and have not taken any part in it, 
nor was I ae menber of che treasury. £efore taking on tne responsibility for « 
period of three months, I requested chat the past accounts of the treasury be rectified 
i siarted with a new treasury and wade it clear te them that I was not in any way 
responsible for the former treasury. Making my position very clear, i accented the 
treasurer's position, taving nothing to do with the old accounts. 


Question 2: In txe early daya of the Uniced Council, performances wee given 
and tickets were sold: give a acceunt of this. 


Answer: In the early daye of txe inited Gouncil concerts were given ani 2bont 
1,000 toman were collected fror the sale of tickets. ‘This sum wos not turned into 
the Treasury. i do not quite recall whether this money was to be used for tae 
benefit of a library oc wea to be given to the theater project of Mr. shayxhavah. 
Having no experience {i thet line i did not interBre in the matter. 


Question 3: Tues were collected from t-a workers to aid the strikers «ti iga 
Jari. That money was cert under a separate accourt; whet about that? 


Answer: Yes, ac enormous sun ef money was raleed by the finence comeiitea. 
About 2,000 Tomans were sent to the strikers of Aga Jari and mere than 2s Tomana 
were given io the reprasentutives of the Couneil for travelling expenses. Tie sum 
of money that was raised in Abadan for the sane purpose was Fore than the soe; 
used for various expenditures. 


Question h: In your organisa:ion you had a eafe in which money Was ce; osited 
for the use of the organization itselfy what have you to say about tat? 


Answer: Honey was collected fram peoplo for thet reagon ani receipts were 
given to them. I do not remember hew much money was collected; I can only refer 
to the books. The beoks were there in the office when i was arrested; now i de 
not snow whet hag become of them. 


Question 5: 950,000 rials were drawn from the Anglo~Iranian Oil Company 
to the account of the mmicipality for the purpose of building 4 dam in thorramghahr: 
what about that? 


Answer: The money received in the account of the municipality from the treasury 
of the O11 Compeny was the responsibility of Mr. Moslehg he deposited the "cney in 
the United Council's safe. This money was used in building the Khorrartshrhr cam. 

He had nothing to do with the expenéiture of the money. Mosleh had to see that the 
workers and the builders of the dam got their pay. 
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Answert I do net remember exattly how much money «as raised for tha purpose. 
They had confidence in me and { was made financier of the Council. i reaily aid 
not <new anything about bookkeeping. 


Cuestion 7: The eater Board «of Tehran gave performances “or ten nichts. ve 
understand that after taxing out the costs end travelling expenses, cney oac to 
pay the rest of the meney to the Abedan Orgenisation. What about that? 


Answers They seve us S00 Temars and a receipt was issued for tue moneys 


Question & After the crisis of the 23rd of Tir (1h July 19h) an enormous 
amount of money was reised to aid the sartyrs' families. 9>,000 rials of the: sum 
was deposited in the Fational aank of Abadan in the names of Messrs. Abd» Lian Vafati= 
Zadeh and Gholeam tAbbes Safavi Sehi. Give us your account of this and em lei: 


Answer: I had gene to Tehran to buy a car. Hashem Najafi arrived i: ienran 
a few days later, where he told =6 that just before he had left Tehran, 2,000 Tomans 
had been raised to help the mertyrs’ fanilies. 1 think the sum collected was far 
more than 1,000 Tomane because 7,000 Tomans of it was sent to aid the mariyrs’ 
fanilies. 


It was at this time that Mashdi Hashem Najafi was arrested. . com] tee 
composed of Messrs. Deshti-Pur, Torbiat, and Safavi went to Tehran and gave & report 
of all these matters. ‘Subsequently “eusrs. Mealeh and Vafa'i-Zadeh were i150 
arrested. 


The martyrs! families came tots for help; there was no money t: give uhem. 
Since then, the martyrst families have been helped by the reserve ereasury of’ the 
United Council. 


in regard to the 7,000 Temans, 1 corresponded with Mr. Mosleh in prison 
he told me that the 70,000 Tomans had been given ic Mr. Torblat. 


The remaining money raised to aid the martyrs! families was 21,500 riais, 
which Mr. Safavi had piven to me; tit 1 did not record it in the book, 4 few days 
before I was released from prison, i gave a receipt to “r. Safavi for Us anwounte 


Question 9: Beginning 25 Ferwerdin 1325 (1) april 1946) membership Jues were 
kept in @ separate account; please explain. 


imswer; Begrming 1h April 19h6, the members used to pay one ver cas of their 
incomes as dues. ‘THis is recorded in the book; cheek the membership boak a.d see 
for yourself. 


Question 10; After the crisis of whe 23rd of Tir, (1k dely L9hoy a show was 
put on by the Pulad Athletic Club and a portion of the proceeds was to be given 
co the martyrst families; what do you know about this? 


Answer: I do not know a ythimg about the Pulad Club show; on tuat occasion 
I wae in Tehran. 
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movement, a sum of money was sent fran the Central United Council of Tehran (headed 
by Rusta) by Messrs. Torbiat and Moslph to aid the Umited Comcil of Abadan. What 
da you have to say ubout it? 


Answer: In the early days, if @ich money wes sent by Mesars. forbiat ui Hosleh, 
{ did not get it; hence 1 have no ide: what became of it. 


Once 3,000 Tomana were left in my custody withou: issuance of any receipt on 
my pert. On the same day 6:0 Temang of this money was taken baci,and the rest they 
recovered a little at a tine. 


Question 12: Aecarding to the receipts, for a period of one year loams vere 
taken from the people for the cepital of the People's Library. I too collectixi 
100 Tomans for the People's Library. 


A sum of money was transferred from Abadan to Tehran. According to the check 
(Ne. 6790750), 250,000 rials of the am transferred was given by Yr. fufavi to 

Najafi. ‘The receipt given by Mahii Hashem Najafi shows that the 250,000 were 
to be set aside for the emergency use of the imited Couneil. The following is = 
copy of the receint given by Ghelam tibbaa Safavi for the 250j000 rials: 


“With the approval of the ‘hited Council of Khusistan, Check fo. 7907860 
is received from Gholam 'Abbas Safavid, whose bank account number is 451%. ‘this 
money is to be put in my acco.mt (number 45210) and with the avproval of the ‘Mited 
Comncil the money is to be used for the emergency needs o° the Council. 


Mahdi Hashem Hajafi 
2 Nowember 1916 


Aiding the families of those «ilied on the 23rd of Tir shoule have been the 
most important fonetion of the Uni‘ed Council, but this was not seo. hen it was 
understood that the monay collected wic going into the pockets of a few swind. Lea, 
letters of protests were sent to fehren from the United Councli of workers oni 
follers of ibadan. 


this letter, No. 720, dated 2 Nevenber 1946 was sent to Messrs. Torbia: ani 
Safavi from the tmited Council of vorkers and Toilers of Khuzistar ~rovince. 


Mr, Torbiet and “Mr. *afavi: 


We are deeply distressed to discover that your activities designe: to 
help the workers were faithle.s and dishonest. It is forthis resson tio, we 
are writin: this letter to you. 


"Recently the oil campany Liformed us that the money collected to aid 
the martyrs’ families was being spent in Shinran, the summer resort of Tehran, 
and tha: the United Council's le ders were investin: the money and lau “hing 
at the workers. We have tried to calm the workers and take your selfish acts 
eff their cinds. Eut it is very unfortunate that you have neither bee: true 
to your duty nor have kept your promises. In the names of the rertyre: fecdlies 
whose husbands gave their lives for your wiime, selfish desires and interests, 
money was collested which should have been distributed among the families «hose 
husbands wer: killed on the 23rd of Tir. Why, then were more than [00,000 
rials of the collected sum trenaterred from Abadan to Tehran? We know tet 
the money was transferred to Tehran within your reach; actually you hai no 


Tight bo veu Pores SHOR /TO™ CheReiis Titty PAB SSISFEBOS™ tted it, but 
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your position did not entitle you te transfer the Council's treasury. If he 
United Council has authorized e person to act in its behalf, it has cise mide clear 
that in case that zerson proved to bu 3 fraud, he shall be subject to suit. As 
know, the United Council had not cutherised anyone to transfer its treasor +o 
another place. ven if the Jnited Gouceil had authorized someone to tranm’°er ites 
t.easury, you were no. authorised. ‘he decision and right of transference was in 
the hands of the Unitecl Council of Khuzistan Province, 


"In addition to this, it has been a long time since you left here, an! vou 
have not dene the least scod to our organization, Have you not repeatedly stated 
that anyone working ageinst the workers and tellers will be Looted upon oB a 
tralier? Jt is clear to us that you plang and .etivities were anything & 4 fer 
the benefit or progress o° the workers and toilers. in the nore of the tollers 
of Khuzistun we agk you, why haveyou acted se traitorously? It is more thon two 
months since you barricaded yourselves in Tehran and ~ef8s Sponding the verkers! 
wages. Why have you, without a:y lepal rivht, transferred the mouey collected 
belonging tc che martyrs! families from ébadan to Tehran? 


"There are other "atters to be gone inte which we shall not weblion rizht now. 
All taose connected wits the Khuzistan Organizatior must ccme immediately ead oive 
a report of their activities. ‘Those who fail to come will be held respoenainle and 
such pergons shall reap the frvits of their deeds. 


(signed) 
jormoz Sheybani, Paraj-Allsh Feykar, 
Mohdi Piruzi and others. 


Note: copy of this letter has been sent te the United Central Counc! in 
Tehran. 


‘nother letter numbered 722 and dated 25/'//11 (2 Noverber 19kt) wos sect by 
the United Gouncil of workers and Tollers of Avadan to the United Gentral Council. 


“United Central Council: 
-rscartochi arctan llr cbadinete thet 


"The so-called friends o” <huzistan who had bean nembers and heads of he former 
Khuziatan Organization have all scattered te various places, ‘These men hay. ected 
contrary to the rules of the organization and have done ar injustice to the Soeis ty 
by transferriny the collected money belonging te the martyrs! fanilies wenos: husbands 
80 valiantly gave their Lives in the crisis of the 23rd of Tir. Svery dey the 
martyrs! families come to the 'mited Couneil for aid, and the Council rust cee that 
they get helr, 


"The Council cannot step paying trese families, because the husbands af t16¢s¢ 
families have been killed at the instizetion of the forser United Council heads, 
These families have no other plice to seek helo except the Council. Pron the 
beginning the Council has paid the families from its reserve funde with the 
expectation that ihe money collected would be turned in te the United vounci is 
treasury. Our friend, Mr. Salmasi has made the weekly statementithat the money paid 
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to shoabProved bor Re Game tierabias ave eects gy dls penal a eee af the 
United Council here in Khusistan ie very lew and the Council] cannot meet all its 
expenses, ‘“oreover, the Umited Cepwneil has 50 branches all over Khutisten ard must 
pay its renta. To kee» up the aoreale af the workers and continue the Uaited Coumeil's 
activities, it is not a good idea to dismantle and close up those Hi brarches. The 
Council hee to see its friends in prison and their families, and also pay the wares 
of its present employees wh: are se faithfully serforming their duties in these 
dangerous and trying areas. ‘t is not just a aatter of betraying the Sr; anisation. 
According to information et hand, the United Central Council donated some noney to 
helo the nartyra't families, but this too has been expropriated ard the wan soncerned 
has refused to turn the money in. 


*The United Council of dorkere and Toilera of Abadan requests that those soneame 
with the selxurea of the Martyrs’ fanilied fund should send it back, and cone themselve 
to Abadan to report. Agminet those whe fail to a pear the Council shall be free ta 
take sotion which ro doubt will have great affect on the culeri+s.* 


The United Coumei1] of Yorkers 
and Poilers of Fhuzistas Preciane, 
Abadcan” 


Another letter dated 17 October 1946 was sont from the United Coune!?1 of Borkers 
and Toilere o®* Khugiatan Province to the United Central Council. 


"The imited Central Council: 


"After the banistnent o° Comrade Mahdi Hashem “ajafi ard the arrest 2° Vafats. 
Zadeh and Mosleh, Messrs. Terbiat, Sefavi and Dashti-Pur were commissions i to go to 
Tehran and talk things over with the leaders of the Central Committee of the fideh 
Party and the United central Coumeil, Tt was decided that these men shovli come 
the next day and give the reault of the meeting to the United Couneil of Miuuzistan. 
But unfortunately, dus to the tension and fear vrevailing in Khusistan, tie nan did 
not return, and Tehraa became a plase a refuge for them. Cther friends usrdear verious 
pretexte such ag vacation and ilinesea left Khuzistan and later cave the 1s ression 
that they had been banished and cowld not return to Zhuzistan. This was “alse beeause 
the oply one banished was Comrade Sajafi. To eseape from Puture punishuent aad 
imarisonment, they worked owt a scheme. They proposed that an ‘nvestiration committee 
enlied the "Investigating Committee of the United Ceaunoil of Khusistan Sroviace! be 
formed and that the newly formed Comittee take the crievances of the United Couneil 
of Khuzistan Crovince to the United Central Couneil. 


"The United Coumtil of Ehusistan Province under no oireumstances acknowl edges 
auch an Investigating Comittee, ani strorgly protests ite acti-ities. Tse “nited 
Council of Khuzistan requests thet shose men who have, under vericus vretexta, left 
Khuzistean return and take up their xosts of duty hore in Khusistan. 


“Yes, these sen vented te stay in Tehran until the dust seitled <v Kougistans. 
To seep their vositiows and be vaid by the Umited Couneil of Fhusistan Py ovince, 
they proposed the formtion of an investigation committees of which they honad te 
be members. 


"The (nited Council of Khusistan Province through the United Central Couneil of 
Tehran arrnounces thet anyone cormmecsted with the United Coune!1 o® Khugtatan Province 
should immediately leave Tehren and come to Khugistans otherwise, se «!1) neither 
be considered a membe-, nor will he be vaid hie salary berinnines with the awl of his 
yacetion. 
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Another letter was sent by the H-ecutive Board of the 4@ ireil o' Nhusistan 
Province (the Board was ebolished cn hig date) te Chief Director of the Trited Cerral 
Council and the editor of the daily mowspaper Zafars 


*Respectfully we bring to your attention the illegal activities of the forner 
United Couneil's membera who hnve cause misery and pain in society.  “heane facts, 
which have been hidder from your personage, should be published in the daily Javer 
Zafare We leave the case to your diacretions 


"the undersigned Sxeoutive Board of the Seeoné United Coune!] of Khusistan 
Province has evidence at hand that after the banishment of Nejafi, the arrest ef 
Mesere, Abd-Allah YafatieZadeh, Yanuchehr dosleh, Gholeh Reza Yoradi, and the escape 
ef ether menbers of the Sgecutive 3orri, we rere asked to be responsible fer the 
affeire of the Khuristen Orpanizatior. 


"When we took over the Drganisat.ion it was discovered that sone f th: leaders 
had absconded with the Cppanigation': treasury. According to the checks Bo. £23556, 
dated 15 Oetober 1946, the 400,000 riale which was collected to aid the survivors 
of those killed in the 25rd Tir oris:s (14 July 1946) was transferred to Tehran, and 
this sum was put in their own persomil accounts. ese men heave let behind then 
@ number of helpless orphans without any suport. Ramzan Kaveh, tie treasurer of 
the United Council of Khuzistan, had aleo a creat cart in (mis) avprootating ti 
Council's funds. Letters written in regard to the fraud were discovered on Jansen 
Kaveh or. 28 Wovenber 3946, when he was arrested by the “Mlitary “ovemor c° Abaderne 


‘we heve not been swayed nor jePluenced by the propaganda of tee Sil “ogcany. 
Our conscience oricks us as we behold the pathetic condition of the videws aad 
orphans. ‘‘e therefore ask the .en of the former Council to send back the © rrapisation's 


money #o that we can help these helploss orphans an? also maintain the Crvanization's 
good neneé.e 


te former Couneil claims thaf the sartyre? families and the familics o. those 
in prison have regularly been helpec 3 4° this be true, why do these © alpicse families 
throng to the Military Governor's office anc explain their grievances? fer did the 
former Council help th farildes of those in prison? A long time hes elansed since 
they were imprisonedin Ahvas, but neo help was extended te their families. ‘“f any 
Pimancial help has been eiven to the sartyrs' families or the srisoners acd Leir 
fanilies, we ask that such information be published in the daily paper Za “ar 50 that 
people may de enli ghtsned sbout ite 


The Executive Board of the Init: | Couneil 
of jorkers and Tollers of Syader.." 


(Bvicently the First and Second tmited Counciis and the Labor Moards of? the 
Workers end Tollers of Abacan eoulé rot do such to help the meartyre' and tra ori axers’ 
fanliies. Another croup of ‘sen zathered on 18 December 1946, formed a ou ail, and 
called it "The Toird United Councils The Third United Council, repudiat’ ne the Firat 
and Second Councils, sent a latter to the Chief Jirector, Mr, Rusta, of the tited 
Central Council.) 


Tird Couneil's letter to the Contral United Council, so ve reed by ‘re usta, 
the Chief Director of the Sentral imited Co meil: 


“Due to the indifference and «low answer of the United Cactral Courctl, to its 
letter the forzer Council collapse! on 13 December 1946, As ite -enberB, ‘Scsrse 


Beh nd 3 spbated, "Unless the United Central Coune{] helps, she (Shusistan) 
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to that rmuar Council's denan! and grievanes. The United Cerstral Counei] did not 
pay the least attention to the Sorwer Council's letters, whese exspty vromisee and 
groundless claima were recently «ade imown to the rorkers. 


"The firel Couneil of Khugicten Prevince had come into existence without the 
rules and lewa of democracy, and without evon the consent of the 'ixited Catrall 
Gouncil. The Second Council cane {into existence toe reform the First Coucil's 
Executive Soard. That alsc went ost of existence, As can be acen “rom tie sa renda 
of its last session,jast as soon as the crisis of Azerbaijan broke out, ita members 
scattered, 


"At the inatiration of te First CounciPs leaders, a creat number of farilies 
have lost their husbands in the 23ri Tir (14 July) crisis. Also a crea: awaber were 
imprisoned, Thousands of rials wera colleeted as dues and contributions Cram people 
in order to helo the fanilies of the ~artyrs and of these imprisored. Jr to the 
present time, ve do not ‘mow what bas happened to that enormous sue of money. The 
families of the martyra and those in orison are left without sup-ort ant sow exist 
in a pathetic condition. Neither the United Central Ceune’] nor the First Bxeeutive 
Board pays any attention to them. Therefore, this Council, known as the Third 
Council, repudiates the mexbers of the Breeutive Board of the Firat Council and the 
Second Counei} unless they cone ints the Third Council and become menbers. As of 
18 December 1948, this Third Council is officially formed ard shell be galled "The 
United Council of the Workera and Tsilers of Abadan,’ 


“At the first opsortunity, this Council shall investigate the “artyrs' families 
and those whose husbands are imprigoned. This council does not heave any "atic, and 
under the prevailing tension, dues cannot be collected. To investirate the former 
Councils and their financial affairs, the Third Council needs financial bolo, 


"Therefore, we ask the United Tentral Ceuneil to send home the first Pxecutive 
Board of the United Coumeil of Khusistan Province now in Tehran, Ther cett come to 
Abadan for an investisation of the *inarciel affaires. Any failure on the vars of 
the United Central Coumeil te cooserate with the Third Counei] shell be considered 
as an act apainat the workers and tiis Council shall compmin against the “nited 
Central Council to the authcrities in Tehran. This Council will also ser! its 
grievences to international brdies. 


"The Third Council proposes that one qualified sergon be sent from tie United 
Central Counc'1] as its representative and that he alse represent thease wh> “orserly 
held positions here in Khuzistan who are now connected with the United Cerbral 
Council. The person sent by the Usited Central Council should be sreperl;, qualified 
and faithfully te his duties, othervise the Third Council will dismiss hin. ®xvecting 
to hear from vou immediately. 


The Douneil for United sorkors 
and Toilerse of Abedan" 


In a letter written by (enc of the members of the old United Council o* Xhusistan 
Province) Yr. ‘enati to his friends, ‘Abbas "Ali Najafi and ‘Ir. Sha'bani, ta a vart 
of the money is inthe hands of a dostor, and the rest is with Mahdi Hashem Najafi 

Strange as it may seem, Mr.’ Menati Says that those who had transferred the mone Pas 
Tehran claim that the money is not in Tehran but in Abadan, - 
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This ie the letter: J 
26 Decomber 1946 


"Year Friends, Shatbani and ‘Abbas ‘ali ~", 


"Greetings: I hope you are well, If you wish to know about se, | shoul: say 
that I an well, exeept thet your absence makes me heavy-hearted, 


"Dear gectaaaes sinoe wy departure from Abadan, I have been ijl. When I erri: ed 
in Tehran, I succeeded after two days ir meeting my friend Karbalai. We had © 
meating at which the follewing persons were present: The nephew of “ehdi, Es wbelei, 
Jehangier, Esma'il and the rest of Kerbeldi'e friends. After ea lone discussion ef 
friendly grievances (as you kmow), a question was asked shout thet sceck. It was 
discovered that 25 of it (sic) is in the account of the Doctor, and the rest im 
the account of the Candidete (meaning Nejafi, a Tudeh Party candidate “or roprenerta- 
tive te the 15th Legislature.) A little has been spent from the sum and we have 
a list of the items for which the money wes spent. 


"fhe Doctor on the sane nicht transferred the 25 (sic) to the accouct of the 
Candidate. 


“When the family of Tehrani asked for sioney, they were told that the monoy was 
in Abadan. The money was not naid to them because there was no permission to pry. 
You might ask the details of the asetiny Crom Karbalas. and Mr, Jehangier. 


"I was very sick and as Tehran was quite cold I had to leave. J hove you will 
keep me irfrmed of weekly ccaurrences...e-18 with us. 


“Addresa: “Mleyer “ost ani Telegreph Office. 
(simmned) 
Mena ti" 


The follewing is a versonnl lstter written oy Mosleh to ‘Abbas Ali “ajafi. 
One gathers from this letter that “eslel. did not think much of ‘hia ?rienda an! 
wished the ouhlic to know about them. 


"My Dear riend 'Abbes 41i Nejefi, 


“the situation has heen ande xnown to the people; wa shall judge matters «2 our 
@ane minds allow. ! do net wish to mention the conduct of certain friends, & 
believe you know sbowt it. 


*Yoradi arrived andi without consulting anyone, went direstly te Naja?i ad 
delivered your letter, which he in turn gave to Rumta. Hr. Ffusta will have te 
decide. I have gethered sone clues from Moradi. But, my friend, we have to be 
careful and carry on our private work. ere in Tehran I am engared in sone lincs 
of work which in the near future may surcoed. ft present I should say thet J an 
quite disappointed in “eserseeee These mon must clive an account, and the seeole 
must Imow about the.” 


This letter is written br a person to Ruste, the Director oe” the United Central 
Council, This person was sent frem the workers of Abadan to Tehran to explain te 
the Central Comeil of Tehran the the® and bilking of the Exeoutive Hoard of the 
United Council cf Abadean. ‘When he diservered that some moabers of the United Central 
Couneil had a part in the thet anil billing and were remaining silent, he «rete 
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"Your Exeellency Busta, The Chie? Iirector af the Wnited Comeil of the “srkers and 
Todlers of Iran: 


“Respectfully ! state thet the laborers of Abadan have sent -« to in-veetiente 
the Labor Board of Abadan, I have given a complote report of the Executive Eoard'a 
theft and fraud, and also have £516 vou orelly the details of its Ille-al activities, 


"Recrettably, in the face of 611 this, the Executive Board is atl] undisturbed 
and no attention is being padd te the glaring evidence, ‘You have not taken the Least 
stepa in this omtter, Some people, especially the workers, susvect iat vou umrpelf 
might not have boen above the®t and fraud, However ag you Inow, T saurt os te Abadan 
and sive a report. 


“If you continue to support these people who exploit the workers, they will not 
be able to anintain twir great influence in the afPaira of the workers. “en 
Suspected, ou should immediately dismiss thea from their posts, otherwise you yoursel" 
will lose inMluence. <n the othor wand, if you stop these orecks you will be well 
liked by the workers. 


"You may be thinking of sone @liters whe have written much in the Jelly ers. 
paper Zafer, or of sae men who haw: spent years in prison. De not be ir "luenced 
by the editors nor think that years of imprisonment have changed their characters, 
They are still the sane men. So do not ignore their evil plans and jeeds. 1° net 
checked, the organization will socea collapse and ou too will be caurht i+ chaes, 


“Having faith in the prosecution of the workers! cause, T Taal thet © should 
bring these uattere to your « tterttion. Acoording to the evidence or hand, tha 
laborers in Abaden are «rowing tense and 7 cannot be responsible for anytuing that 
might happen. “le honest man wishes to steal the wages o" laborers and leave uneup- 
ported the fanilies o: those who heve given their lives in the cause of frealom | 


"Y micht mention thas this fs ry last letter to you, as I have te leore “ar 
Khuzistan., I shall see ¢:a4 the oublic knows the results o? wy ission. 


Jehangir “Voridi" 

According to the report given by Moridd, the investigating officer for ecrkers 
of Abadan, 2 sillion rials were eollected for the support of the nartyre! *amilies, 
This swa of noney was divided amcng “esars. “amzar. Kevoh, Va*atiedadeh, PT rilet, 
Nateagi and Dashti-~Pur, 

FESOLT 
“Your Excellency Reza Busta, Chie? EFireetor of Tasted Central Comeit of “ahrens 

"{, Jehangir “ortdi, the investigating officer for the United Couei! of Abadan 
have heen present sines the day o° the inauguration of Abadan Opzgenizatio:. Therefore, 
T have the following facts whic [ ghould like to bring to your attention: 

"(1) I should not complain of ay hardships since the inauguention of the 


Abaden United Cowmeil., leving faith in its erowth, I bore my di*Meulties e413 do 
not oven want to mention my strugzles, 


~ O4 .. 
Approved For Release 2001/09/07 : CIA-RDP83-00415R009900070003-2 


* (Qi prdve dio rdRglease™ 2004109/8 7: iC WARD P86100415R0009D0070003:2r: the orkera, 
employees and tradesmen. This sum was cathered by me ard others in order to sid 
the cartyrs’ fanilies. Tow we do mot kmow what has hapiened to the coney, Some 
of the mesbers of the Labor Board hnvo expropriated it. 


"(3) 800,000 riels o* the sum collected were tranaferred fron Abadas to Tehran 
about two montha azo. This sum was out in the personal aseoms 3° Cholam tAbbas 
Safavyi., is account was checked; at present he does not have sore than 24,000 risk. 
We do not know for whet ourcese the rogst of the aoney war spent. 


"I mizht mention that the Exeoutive Boerd mexbers are avare of this and have 
hidden everyth! ing from you. They gemsed thet I waa coiling to infora vou o°* their 
fraudg that was the reason they had @é™ seve Tehran. 


"(4) Rensan Kaveh has deposited £90,000 rials in the names of his e:ildren 
in the Neationeal Bank of Abedan. Tq alec has 200,000 rials whieh he has invested. 


"(S) VafatieZadeh has vockete! 100,000 rials. 


*{6) Torbiat aw: Natagi have also mignopropriated money and now hav: their 
shears. 


"(7) Through me, the werkers of Abadan ask you whether it wae by your permission 
that “esers. Safevi and Dashtd-Por have become millionaires. 


"Indeed I should say, the workers have decided to tear ‘re. Safavi an‘ ot er 
limb from limb if they should dare to come to Abadan, 


"“Pleese look inte the *imancia’ a°*fairs of the Laborers Council. 807,000 rials 
have been transferred from Abadan to Tehran. This sum hea been put in th: personal 
account of “Ur, SaPavi. 


"Tl have other things to tell you. Allow ma to see you privately. 
Jehangir ‘ortdt” 


' Thies letter, dated 10 Jamary 1947 was alse sent to the Chie? Director of the 
United Central Council. 


"The United Central Council of Worters of Tran 


*Your Excellency Resa Rusta, the Direster of the Untied Council of Vori-ers of 
Iran: 


"We, the undersi;ned, request thet you attend ts our pleas as soon an possible. 
Two letters have been sent to you ter the Southern Workers im whieh the ille sal 
activities of the leaders of the fivst end second Abadan Counells were inlionted, 
In those lstters, it was plainly sxolained to you what happened to the -o1ey, collected 
to aid the ~artyrs' families. 


"We hear thet the leaders of te former Councils, namely ‘ajafi, Safavi ond 
qi have told you that a write-s of the previous two letters were mevely 
siseres: Yes, they are richt but an the wrong peint (sie). 
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“ur, Ruste, please listen aitentively. ‘fe have net become stooges. Jut va 


were decetved by thoso who pretended to 26 leyal Iranians. Je heave coenfidenae in 
you and your character, Bat we must say thet soue leaders of the Counelil, rignt 

from the inception of our Organisation, rave met had the least intercst in he] sing 
the workers. They have always leoked dean on them, Yor exesple, Comrade Khoda 
¥oread Sanjabi, who is one of the oldest orcaniszers in Iran, has repeatedly adrisad 
the Council's leaders that the path they were following weuld not helo them abbain 
freedom, le told them that the way to raise the living s'andard of the workers and 
preserve their rights and complete independence vas not by violence. He also advised 
then that they should free themeslvesa fron pride and selfishness and like brothers 
calmly cooperste with the Inited Central Counoil eo that the workers righte mi cht 

be preserved and the traitors benished frou the ancient lend of Iran. tht hir “advise 
wes not heeded. We still remember that 4. Safevi, who claimed to be the snokoesma 
of the workers, said to than, "Deer frieada, do not listen to the fairy tale c? an 
old and brainiesa fellow.' Of course, he was referring to Mr, Khods Yorrdi Senjabi. 
These leaders right fron tze beginning ef our orcanizetion have eoneidiered us steoces. 
Today their evil activities are clear te all. 


"ur. Ruste, believe ms, at. present there ie no sign of any laborers’ orgsnisation 
in Abadan. There are only some simple-minded men who try to cheer up the workora 
and sake them hopeful. There few men mest in their houses. 

"Gr, Rusta, we do not expect any high pegitions, nor de we wish to oscome 
eadons at the leborers, {fe would like te see trat the exploiters cot punisaed, 
Shether Messre, Najafi, Safavi, Nataqi @cad others remein in the laborers orzanization 
dees not matter to us, but now we know wort kind of men they are. We stand Behinl 
you and have great confidence in your leadership. Sut we must point out thes thae 
erccks have ruined our organizations. 

"We wrote you a letter in regard te the budget of t'¢ Couneil o? Tranias Jorkers 
and asked you several questions. ‘™n Tehran, our letter fell irte tho hands of "r. 
Kaveh, who evaded gidme it to you. Later, cur latter addressed to you was “ound 
in ty. Kaveh's house, Please investivzate this matter. If they deny it, we seve @ 
sopy of the letter which can be given te you if yeu desire. 


“Yr, Najefi had formed an “xeeutive Board of inexperienced men wh: opoogr us 
ali, The finance comaittes, too, is opposing us. These cireusstances force us to 
write to you. 


"You were not the organizer of our organization. You took the orranization 
over when everything was in order; and still you camnot manage it. Thoush we have 
great difficulties and are overvhelmed with internal and external attacks, we shail 
try to the lest breath to preserve the or:anisation. 


"ur, Ruste, do net believe those cenring men who tell you lies. Do vot believe 
them when they claim to heve connections with the United Council. lease, send an 
experienced mar. to investigate our affairs here in Abadan." 


(Sipned) 

Haja? Joli Cuhrani, ‘Ali Akbar Heshavtien, 
‘Ali. Reza Sanjabi, Mohanmd RaMi', Woda 
Morad Sanjabi, and others." 
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The critic ituation ‘bade, the confused financial affairs of the imited 
council AP AIMEE OX ee leAge, CER UBRIOp AGAR ED dad GMSRO ASO GREEGOS Pare od t 10 
United Central Council to form an investigating committee to salve tne Khuristan 
problem. The following letter was written by the Chief Director of the Uni ed 
Central Council, Mr. Rusta, to friends in Abadan. In his letter, Mr. fuste asked 
the friends in Abadan and tie martyrs! families to have patience, 


fhis is “r. Rustais letiers 
"Priends in Abadan: * 


"Your long and legal letter about the cetivities of the First and Seacad 
Councils of jbedan, and also the fingaclal affairs of the Councils was brow cht to 
sy attention. The ‘nited Central Cowreil has given the fullest attention to your 
grievances. An investigating ccmmitise has bee appointed to attend to your af‘ airs. 
For a thorough investigation, it may 2 thet the Committee will “cve 10 ga to Abadan. 
However, you shovld have patience and trust in the just investigation of ths inited 
Central Council. 


trriendly greetings fren t-e United ventral Council 
vege Rustat 


‘).5. In clesing, I might mention that the Unived Gentral Council sends its 
gincere greetings to friends in Abadén." 


In regard te tie work of the investigating committee, Mr. Moradi wrote to iF. 
Safavi as follows: 


‘We have formed an investigating corittee in Tenran to solve the protien 
ef the United Council ao” Khuzistan, Bit we just sit and filiouster. &e surd wer 
decisions te the Central Counei] threach Mr. Hajafi. whenever @ question cates up 
as to the recult of the investigation, a va.we answer is <iven." 


This is the full text of Mr. Moradi'ta letter to his friend Safavi: 
“My dear friend Safavi: 


"This is t ¢ second note that I iave written to you. ij know that you ara in 
& tense situation and enccuntarin: difficulties. I hope to see you in the .ear 
future. Here everything is just the seve and :p te now no definite decisicn 
regarding Khogistan has been reached. 


pr. ¥Yatqubi left for Tehren the nisht before last and he too wants t 0 to 
Isfahan. Mr. Ya'qubi said that he woud not return to Abadan until the dust settles 
in Khuzistar, =~ ; 


"he I mentioned in my previous soie, Mr. Nataci has secome irriteted. rFrebably 
Mr. Dashti-Fur will write you about Bim. 


"ve have formed an investizating con ittee in Tehran to gelve the c-roties.s of 
the United Council of Khuzisten, but iere we just sit an filibuster. 8 gend mur 
tecigions tc the United Central Couneil throuch Mr. Najafi for approvel. © henever 
& question comes up as to the result of the investigation, 4 vague snsucr is civen. 
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"Nira ppreved Hox Releade 200 1109/0711 ARDP8S+094 THROCIbOND7000S,2 but un’ ortunai. ly 
they keer us here in Abaden. 


"Jur friends here in Abade: are still in the prison. As I orally told ye. 
while in Tehran, the prisoners have to stay in jaii wmtil efter the electicn ef the 
iSth legislature. If you cm try to rescue them from prieom.. Here we can-ot do 
anything for them. 


"Your letter through Mr. Bijeh, a dressed to Nr. Torbiat, was read in the session, 
We were saddened by Mr. Menati's arrest. tie hope his car is bein: utilize’. 1 am 
entlosing a clipping from Etelaat on the arrest of Colenel Hejagi who part cipeted 
in the pot in Isfahan. Perhaps you can use the clipping for propacanda parposcs. 
Undoubtedly newspacer Rahbar has printed an editorial on this s.biect. Thr Etelaat 
has fully described the dispraceful events. 


"Please, send the enclosed leiters throuch any means you may have to Cholen 
Reza and my mother. My addreas is: 3rd Avenue Esfandiear House, Office of the 
Khugistan Branch of the ‘imited Centrel Gouncil. 


"Dear Safavi, I have se:t my mother's leiter separately but Gholan Rera's 
letter is enclosed. 


“My personal greeting: to Messrs. Kaveh, Salami, Menani, Porbcha, Behrusi, 
Piruz-Ram. 


Yost sincerely yours, 
Moradi* 


The investigating com-ittee itself had part in exprepriating United Council 
of Khugista Province's treasury. This investigating committee tried to acicaal 
the ‘acts and atated that the 250,000 rials which sr. Safavi had deposited in Mr. 
Mahdi Hashem Najefits account had been gradually spent for the United council of 
Ehuzistan Province. But they refused te mention the money which the council 
collected in the name ef the martyrs! families. 


The investigating committee met in Tehrar and made its final statement about 
the treasury of the United Council of Khuzistan Province. 


The followings 1s tae final statetent of the investigating committes. 


STATEMENT OF THE TIVESTIOAT ING GOMMITTLE ABOUT THE TREASURY OF IRE UNI Pe) 
COUNCIL OF KHUZISTAN PROVINCE 


The investigating committee met on 25/11/9 (29 January 1947) and fron °*/1Li/Al 
to 25/11/il (31 January to 3 February 1947); the Executive Board of the Ini ted 
Council of Ehagzistan, na-ely Messrs. 4ahdi Hashem Najefi, Abd-Allah Vaf'tat-vadeh, 
Mahoud Natagi, Gholam tli Moradi, Fath<Allah Dashti-fur, Manucheh Yorleh <2.2 chalan 
Reza Moradi were presen. The investigating committee checked the bow-:s ard the 
treasury of the United Uouncil of Khuzistan Province and states its Pindin 3 in 
1? points. Toe findings c° the inve@tigatin: committee were unanimously aporow-d. 


According to the evidence at hami, the income of the United Coancil af Khusistan 
from 25/7/25 (17 Octeber 196) up te she present time has been 535,115 rials, which 
were received by Mr. Mahdi Hashem Najafi and which he recorded in the boaks in 9 
items. 
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{1} 10,000 rials received on 25///25 (17 October 1916) from the United 
Central Counell for the budget of the -hvas Grranisation. 


(2) 6,600 rials received on 25/7,'27 (29 October 1916) from the Umited central 
Council for printing recuipts. (These receipts were used for these whe cont clouted 
money for the Khuzistan organization.) 


(3) 3,000 rials received on 25/2/7 (29 October 1916) from the imited cenural 
Council for the Borujerd Oreanizations, . 


(4) 2,390 rials received on 25/f/11 (2 Novenber 1916) from . Gholaw ‘sbbag 
Safavi. This money wus collected in Isfahan for the Khuzlstan Organization. 


(5) 250,000 rials received on 2/5/12 (3 November 196) from Ghelam Aopee 
Sefavi, This sum was sent by check Hu. 679076 through the Yational oerk of Iran. 
Thies money was equivalent to one dey*s wages for the Abadan laborers, 


(6) 20,000 rials received on 25/6/23 (1): Hovember 1915) from. “r. Hous forblat. 
Thia money was raised in Maginderan for ihe Khusistan Organization. 


(7) 256 rials reesived on 25/8/36 (2 Nevember 1916) from hr. Atmad ieoir as 
& Loan to the Khugistanm Organiaition, 


(8) 2,875 rials received on 25/9/2 (23 Hovember 196) from the anites Central 
Council. This sum wis contribaced by the personnel of the United Central . council. 


(9) 20,000 rials received on 75/10/11 (1 January 19))7) from Ghelan . bbes 
Safavi, fron contributions equivalent to one day's wages of the Abaden laborers. 


NOTE: 


According to check No. 5809510 and Cheek No. 509060, “ir, Mahdi bashes Sajafi 
received from tne {ational sank of Jran in Tehran 260,000 riale which sum sae 
gradually spent. 


According to che account beeks of the United Gouncil of Khuslatan reoviice 
and the related evidences from 25/7/25 (17 October i9h() to the present the treasury 
spent 535,115 rials. 


after a1] expenditures, t e treasury of thetited Council of Ehusisten Province 
hed a net remaining sum of 25,000 rials. The investigating cow-itiee checked all 
books and delivered the net aum to the weeny - The committee reeerded <i the 
income and the expenditure, and the avpropriate vouchers were filed. Ail tise 
vouchers were signed by the Comittee menbers and sealed by the United couwcii ef 
Warkers and Tellers af’ Abadan. 


fhe investiratin: committice axi-ined all the peoxs and evidences at ial and 


after the investication, 411 papers and documents were given to Mr. Najafi, the 
director of the orranigation. 
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in the United central Council in Telman and one copy im the United veuncli of 
Khuzistan Frovince. ‘The ot er 7 copies were listributed among the me bers co) the 
dnvestigating committee. These statements were sesled by the United vounk.d ©: 
Workers and Toilers of Abadan and siymed by the mevbers of the investigati:. committee: 
Mahdi Hashem Najafi, Abd-Allah Vafati-vadeh, Mahmed Nataqi, Uholam 'Al4 Moredi, 
Mamucheh Mosleh, Gholan Reza Meradi, and Fath-Allah Dashti~Pur. 


Aftex: sealing the papers and statements, the investigating comiitter ned Lite 
geal burned. 


In the foilowing Letter Mr. Jehangier Moridi writes from Tehran to'éboas TALE 
Najafi in Abadan that he hes again Q.en summoned ‘or further questioning, ~entioning 
ente more that the masquerade is over and that the leader's fraud nas dew, discoy ered: 


‘My. tAbbas 'Alid Najafi: 
"I wish you God's blessings «nd good health. 


"rr, Torbiat is on his way to A-adan with 5,000 tomans. Flease sea taidt this 
sum does net go through the sane chainels as did the 5,000 tomans last yerr. “i. 
Rusta, the Director, has personally told me that last year he gave 5,000 tomans to 
the United Council of Khuziatun Province. Unfortunately there is no trace ¢ ity 
nor of the 7,000 tomans sent by Mr. forbiat from Abadan. in ‘he presence af Mate 
Ruste I asked “Yr. Tordiat about the toney. In answer to my question he seis that 
he could prove that the money had been spent on the United Council ef Khuzietan 
Provine:. But thus far he hag not produced any such proof. 


“hn you know, Mr. Fusta did net and still does not have any idea abort tae 
financial effairs of tae Abadan workers Unions, The letters wiich we wrote to 
him never got into his hands, Please try to find some proofs of cur work. These 
corrupt men are trying to ruin our reputations. 


‘please convey my greetings to all the friends up there. Know that tocse men 
are trying to prevent ny going te Abadan. it may ve that you, .06, Willi tbe suamoned 
here. Mr. Mos afa Bagh does not knéw much about the situation here. €y t¢0, are 
still not very clear about things. You shall be infermed of how things giand a 
Little Llaier. 


Jehangler Moridi* 


in the followin. letter, “r. Reza Ruste, tre Director o° the United Central 
Counc.l, asks Mr. *abbas Ali Najafi to make a through investigation of tn: financial 
affairs of the 'nited Council of Khedetan Frovince. 


"Mr, fbbas 'Ali Bejafi: 


"Your explanatory lettcr in regard to the affairs of the “nited Coumil of Abadan 
was read by the Unitec Central Council. The Central Council thinks tha. «5 inveati-~- 
gati.n should be made of the act: vitdes and the financial affuires of the wniied 
Couneil. Therefore, you sould take all the materials and documents anc ; reseed 
to Tehran. Here in Tehran in the presence of Mr. Moridi we shall investi; sie the 
whole mabter so that en end can ba put to these scandale, 


Approved For Release 2001/09/07, ,CIA-RDP83-00415R009900070003-2 


APREAVE LER Relersie200 109/04: CADE GS -904 LAROORR ODO LQ0NRR receiver a 
telegram from Paris saying that Lois Sailiant will ce coming Lo iran on c! these 
days. 


The Central United Council 
Rusta* 


This letter was sealel with the seal ef the ‘nmited Central Council of iran 
Unions of Workers and Toilars. 


Mr. ‘Abbas 'Ali Najefi wrote the following letter to the Director o° the United 
Central Jouncil, Mre Rusta, dated 15 January 19h7, in which he said that the Umited 
Comeil of Abadan had prevented hie from coins so Tehran: 


ir. Rusta, Chief Idrector of the Laited central Council 
"Your letter sent through Mr. Baghbeh has beer received. 


"The United Central Council right from the beginning has acknowledged this 
organization. But unfortunately, through papers and editort:1 writings, tha United 
Central Council has worked against this organisation. These mer: claimed te ba 
connected with the United Central Council. Therefore, this Council will not allow 
me to go to Tehran unless owr Council knows the exact attitude of the United Jentral 
Council. 


"{ ar one of the members of the Council and have te respect its orders. 


“in regard to Mr. Torblat, it was arranged that he, together with ‘fr. tholam 
fALL Moradi, come te my houge and talk thincs over. Unfortunstely, thease can not 
only have broken their premises, bub cannot be found. 


"If you wish to maintain close relations with the Gouneil here, I suspest that 
‘you eppeint three wen whe have neve: been here in Abadan before. These rt ahs 
accompanied by Hr. Moridi and two man from Abadan, can inveatigete the whole affair 
ani inform you of the true facts. 


"Mre Rusta, if things here do noi clear up, people here will held the senbers 
of the First Council responsible far the collapse of our organization, You too 
will be regarded as having a part in the schemes, 

"This is the last, friendly ictver 1 shall write to you und the imited Gectral 
Council. «<e expect immediate action on your part. The existence ani feture expansicn 
of the Werkers' organization depend:: on the good judgment of its leaders. it may 
also be ruined by traitors. Flease set an example that people may know taat ey, 
the leaders, have worked and are working for the welfare of the workers, 

with best regards, 
tebbas 'ALi Najafi 


15 January 19h7 
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But when he sew that they would not sxe his views fairly and were cowering a tie 
facts with scandals, he wrote the foliowing letter to re Rustas 


Your Sxecllency, Rusta, Chief Director of the United Council of iranian sock rse 


"Respectfully I state that, despite all the glaring evidence at hand, « ix bention 
is being paid to the fraud of the forser dxecutive Board. One of its nembeca writes 
in a paper and threatens the workers, You know thet paper and the articles thas 
are being published. Gould it be that you do not know anything sbout ‘hose articles? 
In view of ell this, i must say that truth and facts cannot be concealed ny scandals. 
De you really want to imore the Bxeeutive Board's feud, dkullducgery anc t iUicding 
of the workers? How ca: you permit tae editer to write such scandalous ért ices 
in the daily caper Zafar. The Abadam workers have asked me te present the acts 
about the illegal activities of tne former Feeeutive Board. They expect you ve 
pay attention and learn of the Executive Board's deeds. Uo you really want to ignore 
them and keep quiet? Bo you think the Abadam Organization came into existe ice pareugh 
the Exeeutive Board? 


“J have done my duwsy by informing you of the ebove, dut you “ave not bacgen 
any definite steps towards making u eonstructive change. 


Jehangir Horidi" 
In his letter to tie United Central Gouncll dated 21 January 1947 Mahmud Hatagi, 
a menber of the Executiv: Soard of tha Khuzistan Council, Listed the ressors fer 
the difficulties and =litekes of the txeeutive Hoard. 


"On the whole, I txink it is our fault. Som: of these ~ista<es hive teen sade 
by individual nesbers, md others by ail of us. Her example: 


*1. The disorder of the financial affairs of the Abadan Commitice. 
"9, The arbitrary actions of Mr. Remzan Kaveh in the financial affairs. 


"3, Admission of nen into the erganization through partiality, and With the 
expectation of making money. 


th, The confused financial affairs of the United Council of Khasistar trevince. 


eS. The transference tc Tehran of tae collected mcney belonging to tie aertyrat 
ferilies without either inferming the Central Council or our comr ces in Ai adan. 


Phousends of other such mistakes and negligence on the part of us ali caxsed 
the Khuzisten Organization to be in the trouble in which it now finds itseif.* 


Yes, more than 2 million rials bac been collectec for the support of Lae saptyra! 
families. The martyrs gave their lives for the political aspirations of t= Inited 
Council's leiders. Today theixs fanilies are left unswpperted and are in dire need. 
These families have sent petitions to bre Raj; their represent<tive in Parl i@tent, 
requesting the returh of the collected gum and punishment of the leaders @ ite 
Executive Board o* Abadan. 


Approved For Release 2001/02/Qfe: CIA-RDP83-00415R009900070003-2 


roved For Release 2001/09/07 : CIA-RDP83-00415R009900070003- 
Your ARPT OMe eror Dr. EE a leer He Raji, iearesents tive 00% 199: Bor. er Hease 


I have Lost my feet," wrete a ran who was mutilated in the crisis of the 23re o* * pir. 


The rutilated man wrote further, "As you know, those members of the :xecitive 
Board of the United Council were at the head of the workers! affairs. (6 & result 
of their plans, a creat number of workers have been killed and parted Pros their 
families forever. A number of widows end orpha::s are left wmeupported. Thore 
political aspirants have also sbsconded with the money that was collected for tr 
martyrs! fanilies. The money cellected from Abadan end other cities Br our zid 
has been trancferred to Tehran and tne #xecutive Board members are lavissly ©» ending | 
ite” 


(The mutilated an and a group of widows and orphans are shown in a viciure 
captioned “We have lost our source of livelihood.*) 


; The following is a patition vent by the martyrs! families to their parliarentary 
representative, Dr. Raji: 


‘We the undersizned auve sacrificed both ourselves and our children for the 
whim and caprice of the Oaited Council's leaders, 


“Qar fellew citizens have contribeted a lerge aum of gomey for our relie?, 
but that sum wes not givea to us. e @re livin: in dire straite and prefer ceath 
to living. 


"We are expecting the representatives of the tiorld federutic: of Trade ‘nions 
to come to Abadan. They will investigete our situation. [r. Raji, sou represent 
the people of Abadan and Khorrurshshrj we expect you to cooverate with the 
representatives of the :erld Federation ef Trade Unions in investicuting our case. 
Whatever decision they ~ight make, we expect you to cooperste with then acd sippert 
them in their decision. 


“we, the survivors of the martyrs of the 23rd Tir (1k July) wish to cet osek 
the large amount of money w ic. our fellow citizens contributed to our relief, zd / 
we also expect punishment for the leaders of the United Council of Xhusistan." 


Fingerprints of the follewing: 


Wife of tha deceased Hayat-Qoli, tho has five children, 

Wife of the deceased Hoseyn, who has three chilcren, 

Fatensh, wife of fEwas, whe has two children, 

Feyvieh, wife of Mohammed, who hae two children, 

Mother of Hoseyn Yalagadeh, who hes a daughter, 

Daughter and wife of Abd-al-Rahves, who hes 3? dependent children, 

Amlila, wife of the deceased Mirza Hasan, who haa two children, 

Mother of Hasul, uhe has ? of his dependenta, 

Wife of the deceased *AlLi, 

The ALi who lest his right foot op the 23rd of Tir and whe is living in 
direst poverty. 
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The deeds of the United Council of Avadan were exposed. The workers widarstood 
that thelr leaders hed not been working to improve t:eir conditions. -eople ase 
to see the leaders as triitors to botn the country and the workers. ‘Than < creat 
reaction took place and the members ef the United Council started turming in their 
resignations. 


Here are a few resignations that we want you to see. iy quoting these resignuidos 
we not only prove the fraud of the leaders but also show how some Iranian *orers 
were deceived,for a lon; time belteving in empty promises. 


BS LONAT IONE 


I, the undersicned, resign from the workers organization of the Tudeh -arty of 
iran, and am turning in my resignatio: te thea Imited Workers? Council. 


JTagi Sharifi 
22 January 19);7 


The United Central Council: 


i; the undersigned, identity cami No. 55, issued at Yushahr, seains the fraud 
of the United Council af Abadan, resizn. Those leaders were disloyal botn +o the 
workers and to the government. It was also discovered that they were spyin: for 
foreigners. 


Hasan Kuh Bazi 
25/10/27 (17 Jenzary 19h7} 


The United Central Council: 


I, the undersigned, son of Ghafa@r, identity ex7a to. 2914, isaued at Anadan, 
resigne There wes not integrity in te activities of t:e leaders. ‘They hii not 
been working for the bepefit of tie workers. i s ould say they were spying, aml 
gelling out our coun ” 


Hasan ‘Ali Sabti 
25/10/27 (17 Janyary 19'7) 


ZI, the undersigned, identity care. Ne. 39372, issued at Tehran, resign rom 
the United Central Council. The leaders o° the United Cewncik were evil, arm: verted 
to sell out our counurys during all tis time they have only been stealing - coplets 
THOTBF » 


TALL Setar-Zadeh 
2/12/22 (13 March 1947) 
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of tee Tadeh Party o° Iran since the 1th of Mehr 1321 (2 October 19L2). Foe tnet 
i aee the fraud of the leaders, i turn in my resignation. 


(Finger print of) 
Kheda Vorad Eskandari 
a6/11/9 (29 January 19:7) 
The United Central Council: 
The United Council has proved to be connected with tne fudeh Party of L:are 
Therefore, I resign. Mary petitions sent by the Abadan workera about te linited 
Council's leaders, but no attention was paid to them 


Mohammad Badit | 
Identity Card No. 7¢ 
asf/ii/i (21 Janvary 19h7) 


The United Central Council: 

I, the undersigned, identity card Ko. 586 issued at Abadan, resign beca.se the 
leaders of the United Council o Abadai were the cause of the bloodsned on tie 23rd 
of Tir, 1325 (1) July 1916). They have also misapproprieted the money that wag 
contributed for che wartyrst families. 


Serdar Me mart 
ac/il/l (21 January 1947) 


the United Central Counell: 

I, tne undersigned, turn in «y regignatio.. to tre Council becaese the lesdera 
were the cause of the bleodshed on the 23rd of Tir ard also because they heve deceived 
the workers. 


(Finger print af) 
Safar, £0 of Heydar Shohrat geyka'i 


The United Gentral Counedl: 

I, the Undersigned, identity card Neo. 1993, resign because of tee unfaithful 
leaders of the "mited Councdl. I hereby announce to all laborers that i abe li no 
longer ‘Rave any connection with the Qited Council. 


Hoseyn, son of Ahmad jhatbi 
Behmen 2, 1326 (23 January 19h; ) 


The United Central Council: 


I, the undersigned, identity car! ‘o. 128 issued at sbadan, resign because 
ef the Couneilts fraud. They have misappropriated the workers! moneys 


Mirza ‘ALI Katkhordeh 
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I, the undersigned, identity card to. 87 issued at Abadan, resign because the 
leaders of the Cownell preved to be false and miseppropriated the money whick oclonged 
to the workers 


Ayaz~Allah Sohrabi 
25/11/25 (1 February 19h7) 


Resignation: 


I, the undersigned, identity card lo. 6002, issued at Masjid-i-Soleyman, ree: gn 
because the lezders of the Jnited Council were connected with the Tudeh Party. 
They were working a;einst the independerce of our dear country; they have misappro- 
priated a large sum of morey which belorged to the workers; they wore working far 
the political advantage of a forelen government. 


Mohammad =asir #:1i-Pur. 
Lh of Bebran 1325 
(3 February 19117) 


~ EXD = 
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Wi IS THIS 300€ BeinG )3LISHED 


In the midst of darkness, thig book shines like the sum upon the 
activities of the United Central Cowncil; illuminating the points which neve 
been hidden from view. 


Acting lice a sovereigz:: nasion unto iteseif, this group hac arserais 
used to produce ammunition, trained soldiers, and dominated the lives and 
properties of sheir subjects. Moreover, the group did not understand 
either the purpose in concentrating thea power of the workers and in lorml:, 
unions, or they understood it and hed other foals. 


This book ig a collection of dtouments and records indicating the 
treeacneries and contradictions of this seliish group; a group which, under 
the pretence of providing welfare ard establishing the worker's rights, 
mounted the political stage and beceme openly involved in pelligeren*® act: 
directed against the security forces. 


Any objective render, oy studyin;: this book, becomes reedily eware oe: 
the truth. He will oe convinced that the United Central Council has only 
accomplishad one thin), - treachery. fhe solid fo mdation of ministers an! 
union leaders under the United Gexrtral Council was false. In every instr ice, 
they have taken steps against the lows of the country to the detriment of 
the workers. 


Thig group had only one outsteiding characteristic, and that was fearlessnesar 
fearlessness in murdering and plundorin,; fearlessness in disrupting the iacdon's 
security; fearlessness in making ani using amaunition; fealieasness in aceompi:she 
ing their political aims; finsily, Zearlessness in preserving incriminating 
docwnents. 


The Minister of Lacor has harvested the fruit of this last mentioned 
forn of fearlessness. Relayin;: upoi unimpeachable docunentation, he A488 
composed this book devoted to a description of the United Central Council's 
unlawful aotivities. 


fherp is no doub; thas one fundamental factor caused the weaxeniny of 
the Tintted Center Couicil's foundation and its subsequent collapse. This 
factor was public opinion regerding the unethical actions and witnessed 
treachories of the workers and the country. 


These documents and recorda, anveiling the list of abuses perpetrate 
by the United Central Council direetors, are not published for the purpose 
of strengthening the already abject public opinion of the United Central 
Council. People, espscially the werkers, already consider the United Cer trai 
Council condemned by its own acousétions. 


The “inister of Labor unveils the truth by publishing this book which will 
always be a lantern of light in the workers' path. He shows thet in reel. ty, 
the United Gentral Council did nothing except take advantege and profit froa 
the oceasion: demanded hearing, threatened the country's safoty, waaxenrd she 
productive power, ruined the factories, executed inauspicious political :laas, 
and created disorder and insecurity; although the United Central Council fouccers 
and directors promised to safegu.ré the welfare of the workers. 
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CHAPTER I 


INSIDS THE UNITED CEN °RAL COUKRCIL 


fhe Tudeh Party of Iran ant the United Central Council 
What was tne Purpose in Orpanizing Unions? 
The Workers were Forsed to Join the Union 


Was the United Central Council Solely Interested in ite Financial 
Affairs? 


What Kind of People were the Members of the Financial Committee? 
The inion hat Become the Monopoly of a Special Group 

The Attitude of the Tudeh Perty of Iran toward Religion. The 
Workers were Disrusted wit the Insolent Attitude toward the 
Religious Leaders 


fne Workers want Their Loat Salery 


“eu 
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Tig PUDEH PARTY OF (RAN AND Tim (NITED Cau TRAL Cage Ee 


A reason need not be brought forth to prove the relationship of tae 
United Gentral Council with tae Tudeh Parsy of Iran. 


In a part of this book under the title Why was This Grow Needed? two 
gimilar circulars show shat the activities of irs Waited Central €ouneil eni 
those of the Tudeh Party of Irar wera paralled and aimed at the accouplishren> 
of a single plan. 


The United Central Council consijered the Tudeh Party of Iran its supporvers 
reciprocally, the Tudeh Party of [ran enjoyed the strong support of the 'nited 
Gouncil. 


Resa Ruste, in one of nis speeches, relers to the United Council as String 
based on the Tudeh Party of [ran and the Democratic Party of Aserdaijan. 


The following excer.t is ts-en fron neweps.er Zafar, Third Year, Number 32, 
Sunday 3 November 1946: 


*comrades, Workere, oave no fear{ ise are founded on & force of 400,000 
united workers, she Tudeh Party of Tran and the Denocratic Party of Azebai an, 
who are armad. The Democratic force of Azerbaijan, which is armed, is the 
liberal force of Iran.” 


A few receipts ara availavle waicn relace to the Tudeh Party of fran, and 
the signature or the seal of Reza Rusta cen be seen underneath, As a prefaca, 
we present one of theses receipts: 


Number 6,958 Dated Sl Auciust 1985 


Tudeh Parsy of Iran Recuipt 


A sun of 40 riels, on account, for the months of Khordad (22 May-21 ¢une) 
and Shahnrivar (23 Aug-22 Sept) received by the treasury of the Tadeh Party of 
fren throush Asad~Alleh Sadeyine. 


Place for tne signavure of the Pinascial 
Cormitcee: 

Feza Rusta's seal; the seal of the Centrel 
Treasury. 


This case illustrates the fact that the United Central Council and t.e 
fudeh Party of Iran were in contact with each other thas sometiznes their 
finencial affairs ware not cept sepurataly. 


Tne newspaver Zarar, Third Yea-, Manber 319, Thursday 1 husust 1946, 
prinsed a picture of she meabers of the Union and members of the Tudeh Perty 
committee, which had been tain together. 


Resa Rusts, the %ssponsible Secretary of the United Central Gomeil, in 
the congratulatory message he delivered to the Tudeh Party of Iren on the 
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congratulation message hes been pubdlisiied in a specinl issue of the newspaper 
Rehbar): 


CONGRATULATIONS FRow THe URITED Gea PRAL COUNCIL OF TIE 
WOR{GU AND LA SOP ERS OF TRAN 
7) 
THY GOUPRACOUS TUDKH PARTY oF TRAN 94 THE OOQCASION OF TZs Pie eh: 
AMM TVERSARY OF TH! FOUROIRG OF fia TLD PARTY OF [PAN 


by Feza Rusta 
Resporsible Secretary of the Usitec Central Coucil 


*Phe United Central Council, the ‘Jnion of Workers and Laborers of Iren, 
ia the true heir of 25 years of agitation and strucgls by the Iranien WwOrKerSs 
Today, this Council is one of the most inportent factora in obtaining freedom 
and democracy for Iran and in establishing world peace. Tis Council, havire 
more then 400,000 devoted soldiers anc with the faich thet creative strangt: 
rules the coumtry, is the bess guarentee of freedom for the coumtry and is = 
great force combasing irternatiosel imperailisa and reaction. 


"tg international Ltaperialists who need fran voth for its 011 resourccs 
end valuavle voods on $3 one nend, eid for ths creation of # barriar agsinst 
India on the other, are ready to comiit any orime and So break any -ronise on 
order to protect their wmlawful privileges and their years of mastery. In 
opposition to such tyrannies and impe-ialistic crimes, the sole force of atici- 
imperialiam and she unraconcilie;ory meny of reaction is, indeed, the united 
and orderly fornation 97 Tranian workers and laborers. These workers and 
lavorers, with the sup:ors of she freedom-loving parties such as she Tudeh Party 
of Tran, are able so stop reaction im any of its forns and, for the salva! 
of the laboring clase aad the establishreat of their nacional sgovereicnty, whil 
fight bravely until the jast myaen> wnen the final victory will bo sheirée 

‘thig vast and wonderful orgerigation in this long fight nas always nnd 
close and sincere relationship with the Tudeh Party of Iran. For this reason, 
the outstanding individuals of she Iranian workers never have, and do not 
refrain or refuse devotion and help in protecting “he unity of the orzanimation. 
Tt hes proved that in ection it has been, and is, a union which is the pre*ectoer 
of the workers, peasants, and ather lavoring classes. Therefore, she United 
Central Council with the repres ntat.on of four huadred thousand uniforn 
workers, presents its heartiest congraniations to the Central Comnittee an‘ 
other organizations in this Pifth year of the foundation of the glorious Tideh 
Party of Iran. The Cameil is nopefil that thie advancing and progressive 
party, with the eifortiul participation of the democratic parties of Azerbai jan, 
tran, and other freedom-loving people, will be able to obtain even groster 
success in rescuing the working class, in protectin; their freedom, in estaclish= 
ing democrscy throughout Iran, and ia driving out the reactionsries. He eles 
hope that this reat party will support the United Central Counc.] and will 
protect and defend our unity and orgenisation. 


toe Tudeh Party of Iran is the toreh-bearer of freedom, the polisieal 
fishting guide of the laboring classes of Iran. 
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the most important agents in eatablishtig peace and tranquility and in 
advancing the democratic ovement in Asie and theworld. 


“long live the glorious Tudeh Party of Iran. Long live faithful conrades. 
Long live the United Central Council, the Staff of the Iranian laborers." 


If the nane of the Pudeh Party of iran ia mentioned, 1t is because the 
Tudeh Party and the United Council can not be seperated from each other. 


We are not devoting eny part to the detailed description of the analytieal 
demand, slaughter, molestation of chastity, domination over the life and property 
of the people, and other wmlewful activities of the Democratic Parsy of 
Azerbaijan. Although in spirit the same as the United Central Council, in bady 
it is different. 


The newapsyer Zafar, Third year, Numver $36, on 23 August 1946 writes: 


"The presentation of two of the secretaries of the United Central Council 
to the provincial council of the Azerbeijenian workers: According to the 
reports of Mr. Ebrahin Mahzeri and Vr. Kesa Ebrahimsadeh, it was decided at 
the seventh congress of Azerpaijanian workers that two people would be sent, 
on behalf of the United Central Council, to the provincial council of Azerbal jan. 
They will be considered pars of the elettives to the Azerbaijanian Convress. 
For thia purpose comrade Ebrahix Masahari and comrade Ebrahimsadehare beings sent 
to the provincial council of Azerbaijan. 


Gaited Central Council, Union of Workers 
and Lavorare of Iran.” 


The newspeper Zafar, Third year, Nuaber 559, on 4, Sentember 1946, pvrinsed 
the pictura of a group of army officers of the self-coverning province of 
Azerbaijan. 


Ali Amtri Khizi, in his article "A few words about the activities of the 
Tudeh Party of Iran in Azerbaijan" writes the following in the newspaper 
Hehber, Nunber 829; 


“un 3 September 1945, the organization of the Tudsh Party of Iran in 
Azerbaijan together with the worker's union, peasants ufiions, and other 
organizations attached thensslves like a powerful army to the Democretic Party 
of Azerbaijan. The individual leaders of the Tudeh Party of Tran cortinused 
their activities within the Democratic Party of Aserbaijen by reinforcing their 
power and strengchening their revolutionary policy." 


The newspaper Zafer, Third Year, Number 369, on 6 Oesober 1946, writes: 


“General Daneshien congratulates the Tudeh Party of Iran on its sixth 
year of foundation: In cormection with she ceremonies honoring the foundation 
of the brave and glorious Tudeh Party of Iran, which is related with the ancient 
eelebration of ‘ehrezan, I present my sincere and ardent congratulations to the 
presence of the guiding party and, through you, to ell the dear fighting 
comrades. I hope that we will ;ain success on the road to estaslishin, the 
integrity of our dear fatherland, And I hope, with the aid of other Preedon- 
loving hardworking Iranians, we will be puccesaful in uprooting internal 


eee on a ee ored har Raleane SOO ISSO PCA RBPREIGE PERG ORS OBO VEER? Beal tly, 
“62 
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Azerbaijanian nation. Glorious be tha name of the freadon lovars Fishevari, 
Shostary, and Padegan, the founders of the party. Tamortal be the zlorious 
nemes of Setar Ehan, Bagor Kien, Dr. Brani, and Soleyman Eekandari, the brive 
gons of Iren. Greetings to the freedom-loving founders of the fi.chting Tucsh 
Party of Iren. Long live the only strong fortress for the Iranian laborers, 
the United Central Council. Blessings be upon these builders of the road ts 
freedon." 


Tabriz, 
Sigred by Gholem Yanya 


Tie newspacer Zafar, Third Yoar, Number 375, on 10 OSetober, introducer 
Gholan Yahya in the followin: menner: 


“Gholam Yahya, the son of a farwer, worked in a file factory and later 
became a member of the Jnited Gouncil of Wianeh. Due io his genius, seleni 
and the fight which he nes displayed against the feudalist'ts reaction and 
tyrannical police, the seople of Azerbaijan have pranoted him to the rank of 
General. How he has undertazen the leadership ef the Fedayun Army of Azerbaijan. 
Like a steel barrier, he nas bared his chest to ward off the intrigues of reaation. 
He protects and defends the freedom end advancement which has become the share of 
the Azerbaijanian natiesr.” 


if we had wished to sive an extensive explanation resardin: the sectivisies 
of the Democratic Party of Azerbaijan, we would not heave deviated in eny wey 
froa our original purpose of holding a mirror to the activities of the United 
Central Council, dut eventually, we would have digressed from our stated 
policy and purpose. Also, in the case of the Tudeh Party of Iran, if we heve 
sometimes mentioned it by mame, we did not mean to describe its activities. 
It has been necessary t> mention the party nane when comicnting on and 
describing documenss which refar to the subject exposed to argument. OIJriginslly, 
from the point of view of the workers who used to join the unions, the United 
Central Council and the Union were oms and the sane. 


Abd-al-Hanid Soheyli at the Investigation which was conducted on 12 
January 1947 by Captain Darviah, introduces himself as follows: 


I, Abd-al-Hamid, aa the son of Abd-al-GheFar. My femily neme is Sohe:1i. 
Iam the holder of identification card 392, a native of fhalkhal, and at 
present I work in a jute mill. I am a Yoalem and a subject of the franian 
government, and I have a wife and children. I am literate and my position in 
the party was that of agcond secretary of the Shahi City Council, and the 
first secretary of the jcrzera Union in the jute mill." 


From this, it can 2:e seen that Aod-sle-Na:id Soheyli considers both the 
first secretaryship of the jute mill and the second secretaryship of the 
City Council of Shahi a party occupation. 


There era documents at hand whien show tnat most of the workers iad no 
information about the o-sanizasions wiich they were forced to enter. FHorhus 
Minagian, a tobacco factory verchant, expresses himself as followsg at the 
investigation held on 19 July 1946 in the office of the military district 
governor of Telrenzs "I did not know anything about the party, They used t» 
promise all cor of things, that the raehonbe grater would be improved, 
that the siva us of], tea, and a rezistered with the varty and 
attended parovedieontlesae UA Nh ; Clb DERADD AJaRODIIOQDZNOOSs2n- was a lie 


and Soaselue," 6 


Rost ee oer Release a RN OPANG ; GASRRIERS WOtdRRI0 20 ARO OPresti cation, 
held on 3C Mey 196 in te office of the military district governor of ‘fehrs. as 
follows: "I entered the party because 1 was afraid. My comrades used to tell me, 
'¥ou sc and so, why don't you join? Jf you do not come in we will fire you'. I 
sau that they were about to fire me so I took a sheet of paper and signed my nanej 
but I really don't know what I signed." 


flasan Shohrat Sowlati expressed himself in this manner: ®7 an not mixed up 
4n this, I don't even know whet I am doing. They have written to me and nave apoken 
to me, but i really can't mek. head or tail of their affairs. Who ever gives se 
bread, I am his servant.*® 


in a letter written in his owm hendwriting, Mohammad Borunand, the secretary 
of the Council of Mazanderan Province and the first secretary of the Workers! Gnien 
of Shahi confesses: 


*As a result of ~he quarrels aid arguments which had occured in most areas 
in Mazanderan, especially in the industrial centers among the natives and Turks, 
the factory workers wee gradually obtaining hand weapons. They had reache: the 
point where they were threatening each other with these arms. And this threatening 
had caused a split between the individual party and union leaders. i ad reported 
the above mentioned incidents more then a dozen times and asked for a compicte 
investigation by the United Central Council. The center paid very Little attention 
to our let.ers until Mr. Ovanesian's recent arrival in Mazanderan on behalf of the 
General Investigation Committees of the Tudeh Party. Tey listed to ail our complaints 
but, until now, no effective adjustment has been made. And if anyone had asked 
these people, ‘Why are you doing all this?! they would have been punished. in spite 
of this, Mr. Abd-al-Hamid Soheyli complained to Mr. Ardeshir Ovanesian abou. these 
people. Consequently, a few nights Later, the above mentioned was beeten aid his 
teeth were broken, For this reason, no one else had the courage to speak. Actually, 
this split existed amon, the Turkish speaking people; that is, between thos= from 
Ardebil. anc toose from Khalkhal. I, Mohammad Borumand, writer of thes: Lines, am 
the secretary of the United Provincial Council and a member of the Provincial Cammittee 
of the Tudeh Party. In the meantime, I wish to remind the reader that Uhere has 
been a permanent in erlocking between tre United Central Council ard the Twieh Party 
of Iran; the representatives of the gartral comittee of the Tudeh Party wre members 
of the United Central Gowncil, end the representatives of the United Centrei Vouncil 
were members of the Tudeh Party." 


Brumand's signature 
18 January 197 


P. Sh. Mobarez, in his book Has the Tudeh been Defeated?, writes: 
"fhree fundamental factors have given a bad name to the Tudeh Party: 
(1) the United Central Covncil; 
(2) the Democratic Party cf Azerbaijan; 


(3) strong partiality to the government Of {seasje" 
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On page 16, he writes: “I say that at present the Workers’ and Laborers? Union 
is suffieient for the workers. They wust remain at this stuge for 4 waile antil 
they undé¥#tand their elass rights. Their comprehension will be aided by speeches, 
conferences and discussions, by opening evening schools and making the literate, 
and by various other means of their cwn understanding. Then their entronec into 
the Union is not harmful, but perhapt necessary and sustaining. 


The Tudeh Party did not do this, it accepted any one who entered." 


And on pages 13 ard 1) he continues: "To the sane degree that tae Umited 
Central Council gained a good name from the blessings and activities of th: Tudeh 
Party of Iran, the Tudeh Party's name decreased in stature. Yes, the relationship 
of the United Central Council to the Tudeh Party of Iran brought 4 gre.t Injury to 
the latter, and most of the dissatistaction found its sources heresese* 


We will now quote descriptions of the Tudeh Party's Provincial conference af 
Youth Organizations, especially the rpeech of Reza Ruste from the newspaper xertar, 
Third Year, Number 337, Monday, 26 August 19h6. 


"Comrades, i a: concratulating the First Provincial Conference of Yowh 
Organizations of the Tudeh Party. Comrades, today we are in combat with two brigades 
and two classes. In this struggle, the plans for the youth are very impor ant and 
fundamental. One of the brigades opposes the vast masses o: laborers acd froedas = 
lovers of Iran. This group ccnsists o* the imperialists and the remainder is formed 
from the decayed hoard of rulers who would like to cestroy the freaden of sot of 
Iran through the medium of foreign corporations and internal mercenaries. Tue 
other group is the brigade o! laberers who atand in direct oppesition te eu om 
labor group. The scourge of this group is the Tudeh Party of Iren. Anothur acversary 
of this group is the Democratic Perty of Aserbaijan. The three great free lor~Loving 
parties, with to support of the United Central Council, the unions, and + e workers 
and laborers of Iran must strive ham? in hand to destroy the enemy of the ethos 
Comrades, without doubt we will be vietorious in this holy combat “hice is sureading 
among the two brigades. The young people huve always taken the first row in this 
combat. As Dr. Keshavarzi had said, tI am Old,' but I an not reluctent and 1 say 
tab we are not only a little oJder but a good deal older than you are. You mist 
continue along the road which leads to Iranian freedom.” 


Then Reza Rusta made a stirmlating speech abeut the recent occurrence in 
Khuzestan, the youth activities, the duties of the coalition cabinet ministers. 


In addressing the Tudeh Party mimistersa and those ministers sympathetic to the 
party, he stated: "Conrades, you must support the unity of the workers!’ or;anizations 
and principles of democracy, especiaily the Khuzestan werkers’ movements, woich 
guarantees the independence of our Sear Fatherland. You mast know that ir this 
strugé the entire Iranian nation is with you." {Applause} 


"I sce that today, in spite of your participatien in the cabinet, the; wmrison 
and banish our champion fighting comrzdes by authority of Article 5 of martial Law. 
They declared martial law in the Tebran area aid then expanded it. ven tte eleven 
etcLock curfew hour still exists. We ask the Tudeh Party ministers to ste. this 
4nterference and to defend the individual anc social freedom of tie jranien Astion.* 
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Comrade Rusta's speech from start to finish was continuously interrupt od by 
applause. : 


Comrade Ruste ended his speech with his poetry: "Leng live the youth 
organization! Long live the freedom-loving youth of the Iranian Party who «re 
the Guarantees of Independence and Sreedem for Lranit 


Comrade Mahzari, on behalf of the District Council, congrstulated the ‘Youth 
Organization's First Provincial Conference. 

"Champions of the Tudeh Youth Oryenisation, on cehalf of the Distriet council 
I want to extend my congratulations to your First Provincial Conference and to the 
work whic” you have accomplished in your studies at the Brami Schoal. I hope the 
United Central Council, like a gardner, is hoeing out the poisonous weeds of society 
go that you may grow. Ent tris brave gardner is not immmed from poisonous mmean 
snakes who are as numerous as peisonous weeds and hence have many to sacrifice. 
You are fighting on three fronts; the family front, tie school, the society. Your 
life is mingled with whe life of the iranian laborers, 


"You; the champions cf freedom, the pupils of the Erani school dedicet:d to 
building and securing an independent iran in conjunction with the United Central 
Council - Forward! Long live the youn;: and pure fighters of the Tudeh Youth 
Organization of Iran. Long live the Liberal Parties' united front. Long live 
the United Central Council's devoted soldiers." 


The United Central Council's participation in a Tudeh Party denonstretion vas 
reported in the newspaper Rehbar, Third year, Number ),635, Satulay, & August 19h5: 


"Our strong and healthy workers, holding the tri-colored flag firmly in thir 
hands, were moving in the front line us if te announce that today the awakened and 
uniform working class of Iran is holding tne flag of conditutional revolution and 
is the champion of the movement for frreedon. 


"Yoving in the first row were the Tudeh Party representatives, and som: o7 the 
Party and Union members. A band followed them, formed from members of the ‘'udeh 
Music Society. ‘They were playins the music of he Tudeh Party. “The foliowin« heart 
stirring motto, 'The Tuleh Party of Ivan is the greatest supporter of irandion 
freedom,* written on a wiite cleth pictured an Iran which has beccme independent, 
nit vated and free through strength o° thought and strength of arm o. all trese 
scientists and fighting workers." 


Despite all these evidences, the United Central Council still claims it is 
not connected with any party. 


fhe newspaper Zafar, Third Year, Number /13, Monday, 2 December 196, stites: 


"The United Central Ceuncil was net and is not connected to any party ceither 
before nor after the coming of Lovis Saillant. It is universal under the world 
banner. In accordance with the statute upon which it is founded, it will flsit only 
when democracy is challenged; such aa the fight waged by the workers of the world 
against Fascist Spain. The United Central Council looks at all parties wit: the 
same eye, end fights only to safeguard the workers! economy and health. In most 
instances, the United Central Council members aren'tt members of any other party. 

In some worsing areas, such as Khuzestan, not 1 worxer in 100,000 is 4 part,’ “ember. 
Altogether approximately 30 percent o the members of the United Central council 
Unions, *hspreviah PoereleHsé 206100767 :HomiRps3-domsRees9e6d 746652" 


~ 9 - 


yet PPrEMae Sor Re easE <0 UME s GIA-RRPSBAM tARAQI9 GRA AAG: centr uu Council 
confessed their unbreakable tie with the Tudeh Party. The newspajer Zafar, “hird 
Year, Number 1,07, on Monday 25 Novemver 1946, printed the following ertici=: 


fhe greatest threat to Iranian freedom is -he creation of unions ars! s:ncicates 
which are net connected with the United Central Council. In the past 5 years, the 
United Central Council advanced in development parallel with spreading worid freedom. 


"Ag a result of a hard fight the steel-like organization of the obsticrate tArfa 
was defeated. The adventurer Said-Zia was imprisoned and the tottering castle of 
National "411 (Eradeh ‘felli) (the nane of a party) cellapsed and some of tre ‘harmful 
insects" were repelled. The present goverment, an obstacle te imperialistic axpansio, 
became active through our historic szcrifices. We worked extremely hard ii strenghnin 
the government and their reform plana so that at last a coalition government wus 
formed and Iranian membership in the feace Gonference was accepted. The ssuiwart 
activities of the United Centrel Council will live for thousands of years, since 
satisfied workers and the establishment of a free Iran are considered a part of our 
national honer. As a result of the Inited Centr:1 Councilts struggle and ite 
close and unbreakable cooperation with the Tudeh Party of Iran, the whole «crid now 
understands that Asia, considered a cenetery, exhibits traces of lif. > astions 
of the Kast have been awakened and are breaking their chains of slavery." 


About two months aco Zafar, in connection with the Tudeh Party's 6th wnuiversary, 
praised this Party and discussed the strong relationship between it and the Jnited 
Central Council. The xewspaper Zafar, Third Yaar, Number 368, Wednesday, 2? Ictober 
1916 writes: 


“The Tudeh Party of Iran, a party which sprang from the Ireiian workirs and 
Laborers and established its politieal life for their advantage, has never been 
negligent in its great duty. fhe Iranian workers will never forget the Tiden 
Party's sacrifices in strengthening the workers organization. It is a party wiich 
comprehendcd the reality of greatness and the power of the worker, ani it wes for 
this reason that he enemies of demeécracy tried several times to create a rift 
between the Tudeh Party and the Workarst Organisation, the sole asylum of true 
Iranian democracy. They were unaware of the fact that the Tudeh Party of tran, 
relying on the strong arm cf the [raaian workers and leborers will de victorious. 
he rotten roots of Imperialism will be demolished forever, end thers will ce a 
new world erected in «hich each person receives tie fruits of life a cording to 
merit.” 


The purpose in quoting the above speeched ard documents is te anticd; ata 
critics who might consider the weak point of this book, the mentioning cf ‘he 
fudeh Party's name. For those also who emphatically state that ne activities 
ef the Tudeh Party are not related to the United Central Courcil. 


WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE IN ORGANIZING UNLONS? 


From the evidence on hand, it seems the object of organizing unions, in the 
opinion of the United Central Council, was outright exploitation of the workers under 
the guise of protecting them from exploitation and political graft. The ; alitical 
bosses of the United Central Council would theoretically devote their tit: to 
solving problems relate’ to work anc the worker. 
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it is true tiat in the beginning they gave promises, such as, to safeguard the 
workers and thcir needs and to bring them canfort in their work; in reality such 
promises were forgotten. The worker, except for paying dues and contributing to 
@ relief fund without reasons, could not see any results from the activities of 
the United Central Council. 


The publications of the United Ceatral Council and the fadeh Party of Iran 
contain a range of materials wiich was comprehended only with great difficulty by 
the workers who were not famildar with even the alightest political problem of the 
day. Great masses of the workers could perceive nothing from the published >ooks 
and newspapers. If there were any speeches or propaganda, it included point: which 
necessitated previous studies andinstructions to be understood. They woul: s:eak 
of Socialism, Communism and Marxism te the worker who could not understand the 
meaning of law and ideology. Were they not aware of the fact thet the literate 
worker had te know his Persian ABC's before he could pay 1eed to such politicel 
problems? Wouldn't it have been beiter to devote time to educating the workers 
and raising their standard of living instead of giving then empty propazsanda? +, She 
Mobarez states the issies very well on page 1h of his book: 


"The newspaper Zafar wiich should protect the welfare of tie working cl:ss, 
whies should lead the workers every day, which should give the workers introductery 
social lessons, and which should be a school for workers and laborers, eithe: devotes 
its headline to denouncing Franco or fills the entire paper with congratulation 
messages to Reza Rusta. 


"I am not saying that Franco is a nice person, on the contrary, in my opinion 
at the present time Spain has the worst government in the world. in my opinion 
Franco is the most disgraceful ruler of this era. He must be overthrow and people, 
guch as Garcina Kristino (sic) should be avenged (7). This, however, is not the 
duty of the United Central Couneil. fake the worker who spends all his time fron 
morning until night at the factory, whe cannot read and who is not accuainted with 
those who are well informed: How would he know who Franco is? To start with, the 
worker doesn't know the meaning and pursose of the <overnment. Perhaps he atili 
thinks that throughout the world all governments are despotic in nature and are 
ruled by a person called the Sheh. He deesn't even know the government of his own 
country. If he knew his own government, which actually rules his iife, he weidd 
not vote for religious leaders suth as ‘Mam Zaman and bmam Jatfar Sadeq at al.ction 
tine. Hesides, protection against Franco's policies should be earried out as a 
political party function. If the Tudeh Party of Iran accomplished this function 
or debates about France in its headlines, there is no harm in that. Yet, how can 
this possibly concern the unions? "~ 


"I have not yet seen simple and profitable debates for the workers in the 
newepaper Zafar or any other newspaper. In not one instance has this paper simplified 
words guch as reaction, *fascist! a timperialism’, texploitationt » etc. They have 
brought these words to the workers without making them understand their meaning. 


"The newspaper which is obviously the organ of the United Central Ceuncii 
writes in its 327th issue: 


“The imperialistic dragon has opened its mouth. The background for the ;lot 
the British plan for the South is being laid down by the subversive activities of 
the imperialistic agents, the reactionéries, and the treacherous officials. 
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a traitor, murderer, ard butcher. 


"In Number 213, Second Year, Friday 26 Avril 196 it attacks the Security 
Gouncil and writes the following: 


‘what. is going on in the Security Council? imngland and America inten te inter- 
fere in Ira-ian affairs. Iran is’ ec soleiaapld and dees not need a guardian. In 
the Iranian case, altheush it was ati?internal affair, the Security Council nevertheless 
suddenly decides to interfere and stetes that it is carefully guarding the peace and 
security of the world. The case of lran is very important, the rights of small nations 
must be protected. ! 


In Sumber 36), Third Year, Friday 27 September 196, it attacks the ; overnment 
of England and praises the Azerbaijan movement. 


%In Number 359, Third Year, Suntay 22 September 196, it attacks the .nerican 
foreign policy. 


"In Number ?2h, Second Year, Thursday, h April 19446, an article appears under 
the title of 'A glance at the Inglisk and Russian Organization’, which goes on 
to state: 


timgland, who calls herself the Mother of Democracy and who recently tis ied 
alao to introduce herself as the stern Defender of Peace and Independence, in reality, 
due to the reasons whieh we will mention, is neither democratic nor can sit ba a 
protector of independence. This country owns vast colonies and dominates th: trade 
routes. Most of th. celoniest markets and underground resources belong te coapanies, 
trusts and cartels, under control ofcapitalists. These capitalists are obliged to 
intervene and supervise in British Government affairs for profit protectia:. This 
profit making motive is urobably not the only cause for british inmperialisiic policy. 
To maintain the aristocracy and to sepport their looting fortes, the govermnent is 
obliged to employ a reactionary policy. Jt is from t.is point of view that tae 
Workers! Party, in spite of the fact that when it became active it had the public 
support, could not carry out the corrective plans which it was propagating at election 
time. These plans which consisted of nationalization of industry and bank: were 
met with strong capitalistic opposition. In domestic government complete ¢arocracy 
ecannet exist without the existence of eccnomic de ocracy, since the ecployers can 
control the workers! lives t rough economic threat. An example of this for: af 
eapitalistic influence over the Mmglish workerst lives is the action taken towards 
the dock-workers? strike: Soldiers were brought in to replace the strikers, thus 
subjecting the workers to undue pressure. 


tWe will now compare this imglign Gevernment with Soviet Democracy: wiimarily, 
the race s.periority which exists in ungland and its colonies does not exist in 
the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union is fermed of several nations and equally recog~ 
nises all their rights. In addition to the right ef autonomous govermment in internal 
and external affairs, it gives tren equal rights to participate in the cenersi affairs 
of the Soviet Union. Hence, the "nies of Soviet Secialists Republica has teen 
established on the principles of brotherhood and the equality of nations. ita veeple 
do not enjoy simply a superficial democracy, but a true de ocracy based on 2 strong 
foundation. The masses directly perticipate in and strengthen the administrative 
affairs of the country. Industries aad banks, in fact all the branches of civing, are 
nationalized. The countryts income is used for better education and social rofarn. 
Whereas, in Mngland most of this incese piles up in capitalistst pockets. ith 
nationalised industry in the Soviet Gaion, production equals consumption. ‘ince there 
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has no reaso 
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suffice. 8 lack of attention to our own government policies creates cbst. cles. 


Apparently, the directors and manegers of the United Central Council dic not 
know that unions must deal with the eccnomic struggle while political struggie is 
a party duty. The Union Organisations function for the purpose of improving living 
conditions and educating the workers. Perhaps this lack of recognition expl:ins 
why the workerst conzregation and the union organizations had political objectives. 


Was it not a mistake to oblige barefoot workers to walk the streets uttering 
phrases svch as "Long live, down with, etc.," about some unimowm personalitics 
instead of providing shoes for them? With little investization, it becones éuparent 
that the United Central Council directers ether did not know the purpese for 
organizing wiione or inteationelly deviated frem these objectives. 


THE WORKERS WERE FORCED TO JOIN THE UNIONS 


fhe vast masses were composed of persons whe had joined the unione undar the 
duress of pressure a d threat. “ost of them, especially those who were not cccsived 
by United Central Council propaganda and who did not attach value to the enpty 
promises of the Executive Board, considered union Membership a form of slavary and 
compulsory obedience. The United Central Couneil, in order to increase its member ship 
and thus display an illusory power, employed unlawful means to force the workers to 
join the unions. 


Document 23 of the Military Governor 
From; The Tobacco Pactory Date: 19 Decerber 1915, 


The investigation file ef Bogims Minasian indicates the following particulars 
he is 40 years old, is an armenian, resides at 3 district Ghahar-Rahi-Sepahsalar in 
the home of Mr. Armonak a telegraph office employee, and is a carpenter in a tobaceo 
factory. 


‘He states, "I do not knew what a party means. One day Shah-zadeht~: gad 
came to the tebacco factory and told us, ‘those who do not become Union nenbers will 
be destroyed - shot.! Sinee I saw that they were putting pressure on us, I joined 


Document 2); 


Sabg Ali the son of Musa Shohrat Sarkhani Rushan, native of Maragvhen, 
Resident of Workers District 12, Government Housing, hh years old, cenent factory 
worker in charze of the heating process in cement production, states: 


“I am a member of the Cement lorkcrs! Union. I was ‘orced to enter ix; 
if I didn't, they would heve fired me.* 


Files Number 35 - 19 December 19h6 


Gholam Hoseyn, the sen of Shokr-Allah Shohrat Shaqagi, 0 years old, and a 
cement factory worker, sives this answer: 


"Until last year 1 was no a member of any party. However, the duy came wher, 
after 10 years of service ait the cevent factory, 1] was beaten and sbout tc be fired 
so { was forced to enter the Tudeh Party.” 
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Rostam, the son of Mahmud Shohrat Khoda'i, age 36 years, in response io 
the question, "Are you 4 member of the United Central Council?", answered, "Yes, 
and I am paying 10 rials per month. The reason I entered was because of fear, 
My co-vorkers asked me, ‘Why don't you join? If you do net enter, we will fire 
youet Since I saw they were about to fire me, I took a piece o*° paper and signed. 
i don't even know what I signed. Ico not want the card they cave me. I would 
net keep on now if I were sure that no one would molest or bother me." 


WAS THE UNITED CENTRAL COUNCIL INTERISTED ONLY IN ITS FINANCIAL AFFAIRS? 


fhe Union of Shkoda Workers; Circuler: Wupber 1,370 
SFO wer 


Recertly, in refering to the membership cards of the Union Members, i. hes 
become apparent that most of the members did not pay their membership fees 
regularly and some have failud to pay dues for 7 months. Since a:ch = negiigent 
policy is contrary to the course of the Workers! Organization, we are oblised 
to direct the board of agents of every Union that it is their responsibility to 
check all membership books as soon as they receive this circular. All back payments 
must be collected so that this deficiency will not appear when he United Central 
Council agents make their tour of inspc-etion. 


The. United Central Council, the 
Umion of Workers and Laborers of iran*® 


(Signature and seal) 


if a worker was ovt of a jeb for a while and was not able to pay the rembership 
fee he had vielated the proper course of the Workers! Organization. If he was not 
in a position to pay tre merbership fee, they would inform him that he must remit 
the back payment by any means he wished but it had to be paid in one sum. The 
payment of unpaid membership fees was the greatest hardship the workers enco: ntered. 
The sum of several monthst membershiy fee was large. The worker had 4 greet many 
difficulties in his life, and he had become a Union member for the pur-ose of 
reducing these difficulties. Now he had to face a new problem. 


The documents below show that the United Central Council considered its:.owm 
financial situation before consideri: ¢ the workers! plight in solving fina ciel 
problens. 


United Central Council, the Date 25 Decembex 1915 
Unions of Workers and Laborers of iren Number 1,531 
Mr ¢ Sadegqian 


"Jn accordance with the decision of the Provincial Council and with the 
confirmation of the United Central Council, you have been chosen as a Uniti d Council 
investigater. You must thoroughly investigate the ‘nions subject to the United 
Council, with special reference to their financial condition, and report tie results.t 


The United Central Council 
(Signed by) Reza Rusta 
(The Seal of tue United centriui Ceuncil, 
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accordance with the above document, to investigate and report the Unions! 
financial condition. 


The tnited Council of the District of Shahi, 
Union of Workers of Behshahr: 

"Since the United Central Council Treasurey is in immediate need of help from 
the worker, it asks you to send money to headquarters through Bank Melli or through 
Comrade Hashemzadeh. " 


Signed) The United Central Council 


A copy has been sent for prompt action to the union of workers of Shahi and 
immediate execution of the above direazive is expected. 


No. 607 The United Provincial 
Council of Mazanderan 
28 August 1916 


A copy of the above is being sent to the Preserve FactoryUnion, Please take 
cognizance of the above directive and forward it promptly. 


Ne. 20), The United District Council 
of Shahi (The Seal of the 


26 Januery 1916 District of Shahi, the Union 
of workers and Laborers of Iran) 


WHAT KIND OF PE3SONS FORMED THE FINANCIAL COMMITTER? 


A responsible member of the Party in his book, Speaking the Truth, Volume 1, 
'The Liquidation Organisation of the fhe Tudeh Party Tran’ (pages 23,2) in the 
course of his description th: writer "is one of the evil members of the fudeo Party 
and the United Central Council, and a member of the Rusta gang," writes: 


"The basis for his membersiip on the financial com-ittee is obvious. ‘he Finance) 
Committee of the Party was formed from special dark elements and taeir followers. 
Under no condition do they allow an untrusted hand to reach this sensitive vein. 
Kebari is alm one of the honorable elements." 


THE UNIO! HAD BECOME THE MONOPOLY OF A SPECIAL GROUP 
Afternoon, 1! January 1947 
Intenogator, Captain Darvish 
Neme of Informant, thbd«al-Hoseyn (sic) Soheyli 

Question: Introduce yourself. 
Answer tabd~al-Hamid, the scn cf Abd~al-Ghafar, family name, Soheyli, te holder 
of identification card Number 392, native of Khalkhal, now working in < jute rlil; 
Moslem, Iranian. I nave a wife and diildren. I am educated and my Party position 


has been Second Secretary of the Council of tre District of Shahi, and First Secretary 
of the Union of Workers of t @ jute mill. 
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workers of the jute mill and in the District Council of Shahi, how many times have 
you collected fonds designated as 'additionel aid for the Khuzestan workers?! Do 

you know anything about the way t is money was spent? Please describe everythirg 

in detail. 


Answer: Money was collected only once for the workers of the South, for tne fifth 
anniversary of the party's founding, and once for the martyrs of the tragic events 
of Shahrivar (August to September). The Financial Committee of the jute mill would 
collect this money and deliver it to the United Provincial Council of Mazanderan, 
which consisted of Said Hasul Hesheni, Ramagani, and Hasan Ramazani. Only part of 
a day's pay wes collected from the workers, and it was collected for the Fifth 
anniversary of the party's founding. Four thousand four hundred tomans, wiieh 
belonged to the Tudeh Party, were collected through the factory treasury and were 
delivered by me to Lankerani. 


Question: Did the Financial Committee report the expenditure of this collected 
money to the Workers' Council or to the district? 


Answer: All the money was spent uncer the signature of Mr. Borumand and we knew 
nothing about it. Especially as of late, since the party had become & monopoly, 
anyone who objected would immediately be threatened. Once when I objecte: to the 
activities of the Provincial Committee and the United Council, tre son of He'mati 
Abu~al-Fagzl under Lankarani's orders came and hit me so that my teeth boke. A 
Commission finally arrived and settle the matter, 


(Signature of Soheyli) 


THE ATTITUDE OF THE TU UHH PARTY TOWARDS RELIGION 


The Workera were Disgusted by the Insults to Seered Objects 


The Tudeh Party of Iran and the United Central Council, which drank water 
from the game spring und whose plans used to be equally and uniformly accomplished, 
took a dim view of religion, 


Apparently, they understood thnt the ideas which had been given to the working 
and farming classes by family and qiritual leeders from early cnildhood obstructed 
their accomplishing their inauspicious purposes, which were antagonistic to Godly 
principles. For this reason they were attempting to undermine the roots of rcligion. 


The following are excerpts frax the calender distributed by the Tudeh Party 
of Ivan for the year 196-197: 


{a} On the page for Friday the 19th of June: 


"Religious fanaticisa and adherence to the doctrines expounded by 
religious teachers are tha greatest and most powerful reactionary forces 
téetroying the backwards countries." 


(>) On the sage for Thursday the 13th of September: 


"Victory for Dialectical Materialism, which is victory over superstitions 
Attempt to destroy the influence of religious leaders by acquainting the 
workers with the principles of materialism. Show the workers the uselessness 
and harmful effect of the religious fantasies," 
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nif the worker prefers superstition to his historic duty, if he 
refrains from shedding blood,and if he evades revolutionary struggle 
by relying upon the idle words of religious leaders, he must then accept 
the fect that unscrupulous factory owner profits from the same superstition 
and will sacrifice the worker @nd his family for his own gaine” 


(4) On the page for Thursday the 10th of February: 


tBalief in eternity, belief in a better world, belief in heaven and 
hell, gnosticism and nature, following the clever theory of "all- 
knowingness" from the superstitious philosophy of pantheisn, ail of which 
are the inventions of religion, are the most e/fective weapons of counter~ 
revolution and a great hinderance to organization of the masses." 


Some of the workers began to complain. ‘e cite the following report: 


"We the Investigation Committee of the Central Council of Workers report that 
on Monday, 23 June, comment was raised smong the workers by tne fact that the next 
day would be a holiday commemorating the birthday of Hazrat Amin. Sakri, an Armenian, 
with utmost stupidity and lack of com -or courtesy for his Moslem comrades, sdéreaned, 
na desert dog @ies a long time ago and today we must have a holiday for him." It 
is obvious what a frightful effect this rude statement made. Only the principles 
of liberal ideology prevented an unfortunate incident. Yosuf, a mason, and other 
understanding comrades have been very stern in handling this matter. All the workers 
requested that the above mentioned pereen be fired from his job and also that his 
membership in the union be revoked, «se axpect the committee to taxe immediate action# 


(Twenty-four signatures and two ringer 
prints.) 25 June 195 


timmediate action" wes taken on 13 July 195, that is, 18 days later, in the 
form of a letter sent on behalf of the Chief Investigating Committee to the 
Investigating Com-ittee of the District of Tehuwn. It was given to Mr. Sadeqian 
and eventually filede On the margin they have written, "Due to lack of information 
about the case, Moharram Hashem has not endorsed the workers! request." 


THE WORKERS WA:T THEIR LOST SaLAkY 


When the weak foundation of the autonomous government of Azerbaijan coil psed, 
the chief support of the Tudeh Party of Ian and the United Council was destroyed; 
fhe Workers, who had entered tie unions mostly because t ey feared the terrorist 
activities of the United Central Council, started to complain. 


Those who were not free to speak, those wio had their freedom usurped by the 
tools of the unions and were unaware of the evil and base intentions of t © bosses 
and directors, cried out woen the curtain was drawn back and they saw the power 
broken. They asked for their lost selary. 


The truth became apperent and in its light the malfeasance and treacherics 
were revealed. 


All the restrictions and limitations had disappeared. And all of @ sudten 
the organization of the United Central Council, which appeared so vast and invincible, 
malted like a plece of ice before a fire, 
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The cevent factory workers att@aked to tee trade union syndicate of lran, 
take this means to deny the story s@it*#:t by Radio Moscow. This sory concerns 
the pressure the government exerted on the workers in forcing them to enter the 
organization of Trade Union Workers. Apparently, the source of these ontruthful 
rumors is the poisonous and evil prdpaganda disseminated by the foreign-worshiping 
leaders of the Tudeh Party of Iran. Those wio failed and vanished because of their 
betrayal of their fatherland, are nav trying to poison the minds of foreigners agans 
the Irania: government by falsely stating thet workers are leaving the United 
Co.ncil beca:se of government pressure. But we ass.re the world that ali these 
reports are lies. The irenian Government is trying its beset to protect iis workers 
And we, after having found freedom fron the false promises of the Tudeh Party have 
joined the Organization of Trade Union Workers which we established to protect the 
workerst rights, We ave supporting she government's prosecution of these ,olitical 
adventurers who, using tie workers a3 a front, were about to accogplish their 
dangerous plans. 


85 signatures 


MANIFASTO 


The news which has been broadcast by Radio Moscow concernin; pressure put on 
the workers by the Lranian government to force them to join t-e Workers! Trade 
Union, has been a grea. surprise to workers all over the country. We, the tobacco 
factory workers, consider it our duty to deny such 2 statement, end to point out 
that the only pressure we have witnessed is that previously applicd by the leaders 
of th: abhored Tudeh Party and the United Council Workers. These leaders ised to 
force us to joih their union end then they would take away our rights. Now that 
news of the disgraceful. activities o? this Tudeh Party and the United Council of 
Workers has apread argund and their activities have been curtailed, we have been 
freed from their pressure. We have antered the trade unions established by our 
own friends with canmplate freedom. In thesa trade unions our freedam has 52een 
protected and safeguarded. 


We are very sorry that a group of adventurers among the workers engaged in 
treacherous activities and wanted to set tha country afire, The steps which the 
goverment has taken to punish this sroup are very appropriate. The govaruman.'s 
action in this case should not be censidered savere to the workers because these 
groups in reality, were nothing more than groups of foreign adventurers. 


Finally, we announce to the whale world that the Iranian workers ara cormpletely 
free and by their own will have joined the Trade Union of Workers. We request that 
the funds which the United Central douncil received from us be collected from it 
and that our representatives be accredited to all formal meetings cn union matveras 


Long live the Trade Union of Workers of Iran. 
925 Signatures 
MANIFESTO 
With greatest regret we hive heard that Radio Moscow has announced tha. Irmian 


workers have been foresd to leave tie United Central Council and join the newly 
established Workers' Union, We, the Shams Brewery workers, declare emphatloally 


that no ppp oVRY PBr RUAIE POP TOT? CURDS OUA BRITT UCR Workers of Iran 


{a 
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forced us to find a remedy and we willincly and freely joined the Trade 
Union of Workers of Iran. The United Council accomplished nothin — but 
betrayal and the illersal extortion of funds. We request that zsevernment 
authorities investigate the funds which the United Central Council reccived 
from us. Also, we recuest that the government halt the influence of these 
betrayers who, because we have now completely freed ourselves freon their 
tyrannies, have incited Radio Mescow against the trade Union of Workers of 
iran, the supporter of the nation and our only refuge. We, the Shamts 
Brewery workars deny the statements of Radio Moscow. 


Lon: live the Trade Union of Workers of Iran. 
MANIFESTO 


The Imperial Mint Factory workers employ this means to deny the news sent 
by Radlo Meseew about pressure pit on workers to force ther to join The trade 
Union of Workers. Apparently th: source of these unforméded rumors is the 
poisonous and evil propazanda of the foreign-worship;ing leaders of the Tudeh 
Party of Iran. Those who failed ard have been banished because they betrayed 
their fatherland are now trying to poison te minds of foreizne:s towar.is the 
Iranian government, and are attesapting te make the think t-al workers are 
leaving the United Council because of overnment pressure. We assure ‘tie 
world that all t ese reports are lies. ‘The governvent of Iran is trying its 
best to protect the worker. And we, after being freed from t:e promises of 
the false Tudeh Party, with complete faith joined The Union of Workers! Trade 
Unions, which was establishei fo: the protection of the workers! rights. We 
are supporting the government's progecution of these political adventurers who, 
using the workers as a front, ware about to accomplish their dangerous plana, 


90 sionatures 


MANIS B5TO 
The Trade Union of Flour Mill Workers 


fhe Uniersigned, who entered the unions attached te the United Central. 
Council because of pressure and threat, submit their resignations. Fr. viously 
we had seen “it to assist the above mentioned wniens and had paid the -:enber ship 
dues every month to the union treasury. 


Teday there ig not one penny in the treasury. The money has fone into 
the pockets of a group of immigrants, people without a country. 


We have registered cur names with the new Trade Union of Flour Mill Werkers. 
72 signatures. 


Other manifestos had been lasued by followins factories: the Lux eather 
Factory, the Glycerin Plant, the Joint-Stock Stockins Company, the Refractories 
Plant, the Fereshteh “atch Factory, the Copper Plant, the Joint Stock Cotton 
Spinning and Weaving Gompany of “‘ehran, the Majidieh Brewery, the Coemical 
Plant, the Mihan Metch Factory, the Omid Crystal Factory, Factory ‘lumber 5S, 


the Syndicate of Government Drivers, and the Bicycle Factory Workers. In all 
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these manAmArey hb omdaless erzAG0a/Ghs QPeREPS2 094d SRAARARNN TMOG Unitec Central 
Council and declared that they were forced to join unions associeted wth u ¢« United 
Central Council. They all expressed their hatread for the United centrai Counail 
and demanded the meney lost from their salaries, 


Telegrams reached tie a thorities from the workers in the provinces. /ll tiese 
telegrams contained complaints about tne leaders of the ugions and the agents of 
the United Central Council. 


A cable from Isfahan dated 2); De¢ember 1916 states: 
"Your excellency Mr. Qavam-al-Solteneh, Prine Minister of Iran: 


"We are honered to bring to your attentioncopies of publications isaued by 
the following omphdzations: the Central Council of Trade Union Workers of iran; 
a copy of the organ of ihe Ministry of Justice and the newspapers Farman, Etela'at, 
Iran, Mehri Iran, Democrat Iran, Bahram, Tehran Mossavar, Setarch Atesh. 


On Monday 23 December 19))6, a meeting was held with the presence cf the following 
people: the Governor of Isfahan, the government workers' representatives, the national 
foundations, the city notables and the press. Im this meeting the Frovinci:l Council 
of Trade Union Workers of Iran gave thelr opinion on the tyrannical activities of 
the Tudeh Party and the United Govncil. The Union seid thal in view of the fact 
' that the Tudeh Party and the’ United Council have been the cause of the workers! 
betrayal of their fatherland, and also have taken the workers’ ealaries to provide 
luxury for the Central Council leaders, they were asking his excelleney to &p; eint 
and send a special investigating board to Isfahan to attend the workers combints 
and punish these still in Isfahan who heve deprived the workers of their rights. 
Finally the Union of Trade Workers of Isfahan is honored by the hard work that your 
excellency has done and is doing for the people of Jefahan. The union is ruady to 
perform any sacrificesto aid you in your worke of savirig Iran from foreign elements. 


Signed: Rabi't Ansari, Sadugqi Eskendariy end Rafahi, representatives of the 
Isfahen Guilds; Jabrian and Soltani, workers! representatives of the Isfahan Riebaf 
Mill; Mahmud Barhanian and Abd~al-Vaheb Kh(v)ansari, representatives o. the Zayendeh 
‘Rud Factory in Isfahan; Saed 'Azim Motadayyen, workers' representative of the Isfahan 
wool Industry Mill; Mchammad ‘ALi Harendi-Zadeh, Hapan Azemun, and Mohammad Nebavi, 
workers' representative of the Isfahan Vatan Factory Mohammad Fakhri, workers! 
representative of the Isfahan Pashmbaf (Wool-Keavin;;) Mill; Gholam ‘Ali Sad-i and 
Ja'tfar Ahsani, representatives of the Shahreze Factory; Yad-allah Nabi-zadeh and 
Abd-Allah Rasuliy Wepresentatives of the Wur Factory; Ingineer Sa'ed Nia, representa~ 
tive of the Flour Mill, and Mohamvad /fiuni, representative of the Rahimzadeh Factory. 


. OHAPTER Ii 
THE DISRUPTION OF PUBLIC PEACE AND SECURITY 
1. For what purpose Was the United Central Council Needed? 
2. Did They Have the Avthority to Mete Out Capital Punishment? 


3. How Did They Treat The People? 


lh. Did they Execute Inttviduals? 
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FOR WHAT PURPOSE WAS “H® (INLTED CENTRAL COUNCIL NBDED? 


Circular 
Area Number LLL 
For the purpose of choosing @ local inhabitant to keep part, discipline please 

have the secretariat of the Central Committee select one of the members in that 
area for the Committee on Discipline. ‘This individual must heave the fallowin:: 
qualifications: (1) a strong physique (2) bravery (3) coldbloodedness. This persm 
should be introduced in writing to the combittee by 1 June 1915. 

The Committee on Discipline 

The Signature of Dr. Hadmanesh 

The Seal of .he Tudeh Part. of Tran 


the Committee on Disci:line 


Circular 
UncLon 
EXeCUTZVE BOARD 
For the purpose of choosing local residenis to keep party diaipline, piease 
have the secretarist of te Central Copmittee introduce five people fron thet union 
to the Committee on Discipline, Theae individuals should have the followin: 
qualifications: (1) strong physique (2) bravery (3) coldbloodadness. these persons 
should be introduced in writing to the Committee by 1 June 1945. 
The Committee on Discipline 
Signature of Dr. Radmanesh 
The Seal of the Tuden Party, 
the Conrittee on Discipline 
Seal of the Union of Workers 
and Leborerg of the United 
Central Council 
These two circulars show that the Tudeh Party and the United Centra Jounci) 
participated in the sane activities, tha: they were connected with aach other, and 
that they worked for the sane purpose. In these two circulars the Committee on 
Discipline has asked for a strong, brave and coldblooded person. 


Why would they require strong, brave and coldblooded persons? For wiat type 
of work must one be strong, brave and coldbl coded? 
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ls Kebari Ebrahir: Hashem 
2. Mohram Hashem Agha Bela Sabuni 
3. Sadeqian ‘Esmeil Terabi 
. mgineer Rokni Qadir 
S. brahim Hashem ALi Lotfi 
6. Agha Benk Guran Hedayat Mo'alem 
7e Esmatil Teraoi Bayram Naj2? Ooli-Zadeh 
8. Abd-aleMolk Pur Alf Basam-Raz lployese of the Disciplinary 
Board of the United Council 
9. Vahab Vali Gol -Mohammad 
10. Pasha=Pur Tunes Rahmani (weapons) 


ll. Yad~Allah Hoseyn Sayeqi 


L. The people woo enter the organiza:ion should not be given cards. 

2. No written records are to ve kepty Necessary instruciions must be given 

3. All printed material and flles pertsinins to personnel sho id be kart in 
one plece in a gafe. : 

. Since Mozeffari has been in the orgenized guard for the past four months, 
he should remain thers until we fidd a literate person amon; our comrades to replace 


him. 


5. & constitution should be drafted by eleven people and should accordingly 
be put into effect. 


6. I, Reza Eorahimzade, ask my heroic comredes to expand this organization 
and this honorable duty, since it 4s the basic support of the Mberal workers and 
Laborera of Iran. 

Gomrade Ebrahimzadeh 
1/3/25 

After the formations of the above-mentioned organized guard, the ille:al 

activities of the Tudeh Party of Iran and the United Central Council inoreased, 


Threat, torture, and sometimes murder began to occur. Ebrahimzadeh begar issuing 
the following directives: 
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Menorandum 


"I have spoken to you and comrades Kebari and Moharram about the bearer of 
this let-er. It was agreed that I should write a memorandum to you and heve the 
bearer deliver it so that you may set to «snow this person and return the hely wiich 
he has given us in the past few years, 


"Please show the memorandum to Engineer Mekinejad and tell him about the above 
mentioned individual, Meanwhile, please attend to five persons who have betrayed 
us and have them fired from the railroad.* 


Signed by comrade Reza Horahimzadeh 
Date: 21 February 19h7 
(This letter wag written on official zevernment paper) 


The second secretary of the United Central Council writes on the officiel 
government railroad stationery: "I have given you the names of five betrayers... 
Please terminate their employment at the railroad," 


gmother record written on oriinary paper states the following: 


"Comrade Sadeqidn, in regard to tha people who have been ins: 1lting the Farty 
at the Nuri Cafe, the Central Committee has reviewed the case and has decidac that 
a group from the council de sent and will aat accordin,; to instructions." 


Sioned by A'gazi 
13 August 19h7. 
Of course it is obvious whet is meant by *instructions®’, 
DID THEY HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO METE OUT CAPITAL PUNISHMENT? 


Asghar Zebar Adam4, in a-cordsnce with the Order Nos 1255, daied 10 Jute 19b5 
of the United Central Council, written at the request oi the or,anigation of the 
Firuz Kuh District had gone to check over the books of their unions and to report 
on their financial situation. At the same time he had been directed, under order 
Number 155, dated § July 195 of the Tudeh Party of Iran, the Committee of Musanderan 
Province, to check and report on conditions for establishing local party committees 
in Piruz, Kuh, and Doab. After completing his work he was arrested end thrown inte 
jail by the Mazanderan Council. 


In the letter which he wrote to the United Central Council on 5 Feoruary 1916 
he states that he was afraid to leave bis house, but he was reidy to stand trial 
and be punished, 


S February 1946 
The tnited Central Council i 
"J, Asghar Zebar Adami, after having been imprisoned, punished and finally 
reLeased “x the Magandaren Provincial pete have come to Tehran. I was held 


because thaPpReved Tenbelease cOq0WOy ‘af B83-00445R909990878RAr2d the tazandara 
: -23- 
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Provincial Council to imprison me. Sper ges 


"Although I know that I am not on ocd terms with the Central Government and 
that they have come for me several times, I ask the United Central Councli to form 
a board and try me. Jf I am condemmed then they can sive the order for sy execution 
and can turn me over to the Mazanderan Provincial Council to be ahct. 


‘Mr. Ruata J am sending you this letter and { will not come out of my nouse 
until a board is formed and my position is cleared.” 


Zebar Adami writes a letters as if he were a subject of the independent country 
of the United Central council when he saya that if he is concemned, to give the 
orderfor his execution and return him te the Mazanderan Provincial Council to be 
shot. 


Did the United Council have a prison? Did it have a court? Did it ury people 
and punish them? Zebar demi, in @ letter he wrote to Mr. Dehgan, the editor of 
the newspaper Tehran Mossavar, states this letter was published in issue Sumber 186 
in the weekly Pehran Wossavar): 


#0n 19 January 196 several agents of the Disciplinary Committee sud cenly 
arrested me on Ferdowl Street. Using force they threw me into the “nited Central 
Council prison. After beating me, they put me in a cer with three guards, drove 
to the station, and sent me to Shai. In Shahi, Akbar Shahabi imprisoned me in a 
cellar. Then, in the afternoon of the same day, the investigution by Ror ahimzadeh 
began, Threatening me with a weapen, he forced me to sign & prepared pajére After 
I signed the -aper he ordered nis assistants to throw me into prison. Ir prison, 
Ebrahimzadeh, while drunk, fired several s ots into the ceil.ihg and told ne if T 
didn't give the richt answer to his questione he would execute me. Finally, efter 
three days imprisonment in a damp ¢eller, they released me and cold me %& £9 and 
find a job for myself. I asked their permission to go to Tehran. ‘They answered 
that I had been banished to Shahi. After seven days ef wandering in the street 
and not finding work, I fled to Tehran. 


"Why didthey not kill me in Shehi? Because Mr. Key Maram hed forgotten to 
bring my execution order with hin from Tehran and the Shahi Provincial Council 
was not ready to execute me without written orders. But his orders permitted them 
to imprison me in the Hotel Shehi cellar, which had been taken over by the Tudeh 
Party. In this cellar there were several dead bodies which i could not recognize." 


Note: There is a photostat in the book under which ia written: 


"This letter beers the signature of Reza Rusta; it is a true copy of 
Zebar Adamits statementa." 


HOW DID TREY TREAT THE PEOPLE? 


The free government of the Mmfited Central Council dominated the life anc 
property of its own members, and probably the life and property of individ.als 
not even related to this covernment, were in danger. On some occasions tie workers 
used to organize demonstrations in order to create fear among the people. and of 
course, in all these ectivities, the primary purpose was to fill their pockets. 
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Public Prosecutor, Militery Governor of Mazanderan 


"On the 29th of Moharram 132), I, Shirkhen Alvandi, a merchant from Shiuhi was 
seated in my own ssop. Suddenly Yusef Lenkerani, Moharmad Bommand, fborahir. Seheli, 
and twenty other persons carrying smail arms came into my shop and, without qestionin 
me, dragged me out of my shop and took me home. On the way they insulted mo. When 
we reached home they put me in a rocm and three armed men guarded me. The rest 
started to search my house; they opencd every closet, suitcase, etc. Then they said 
they wanted to take me to the Tudeh Party Club. My mother, with a holy boek (the Kors 
in her hands, started crying and begged them to let me go. But they did not listen, 
and instead insulted my family. Anywiy, they brought me to the club and threatened 
me and wanted to throw me in the cellar. I started to cry and asked for pardon from 
Mr. Lankarant and Borumend, Finally lr. Lankareni told me to .ive him 2,000 tomans,. 

i told them that I did not have that sum on me and; in the middle of the nicht, I 
did not know where to ct it. They told me that if 1 did not pay them they would 
kill me that save night. Finally I was foreed to give them I0 for 1,250 tumans. 
They released me and I went home. When I got home my wife told me thet when they 
were searching the house and the s-itcases, they had tekan a scold necklace snd a 
gold watch. In the morning, when 1 cise to my shop, I saw that seversi disciplinary 
agents of the Tudeh Party were waitin, for me. They took me to the Club and Br. 
Lankarani, after receiving 1,250 tomans from me, returned my IOU. I told Mr. Lankarer 
and Borumand that I would lide to have the necklace and the zold watch. He =nswered 
'It seems that you want yourself killed. If you tell anyone about this incident I 
will have you killed.! That is why, i had not reported tie incident up to now. 
Since you are investigating the files of these people please alse see to the ebove- 
mentioned problem. 


Signature of Shirkhan Alvandi. 


{This note appears at the foot of the letter) 


"The validity of Shaki Alvanid'a signature is established by testimony, and 
in addition, this copy cof the letter is a trup copy of the ori,inal." 


Signature of Uaptain Darvish, 
in place of the Judge of the 
Military Tribunal 


, January 19:7 
Number 1433, 30h 
fhe Office of the Shahi Chicf of Police: 


“The file Number 221), 1 January 1947 has been received from the local police 
office, It states that at 9 otslock on the 12th of the current month, Moharmsd Kazem, 
the son of Lotfalleh, erployee of The Shahi Registration Office, submitted i. petition 
saying that on the firet day of the month of Farvardin 1325 (21 March 196), Heydar 
and Qahraman suddenly entered his house, and after insulting him took about 5,500 
cigareties. They also took him to the club and after detaining him for awhile, freed 
him. His complaint has been investigated and after an explanation by the Shahi 
officials, steps were teken to arrest the accused persons, Qahraman has been arrestec 
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and a clgaretie vender, has been calieé and questioned and denies thet he wert to 
the house in Shahi. 'I used to buy cigarefhes in Shahi. I was selling cigarettes 
when they came and took me to the club. They asked vho sold me the cigarettes, and 
introduced me to Mohammad Kazem. Qahreéman aid Heydar had gone to the house cf 
Mohammad Kasem. I had nothing to do with it.! ‘fhese statements prove that the two 
men had gone to Mohammad Kazem's house and had taken cigarettes from him. Onder 
whose order wis this done? Thies inforration should be obtained from Gashramen who 
is under custody of the [District Governor's Office. We now submit the two files, 
and ask that the Office of the Military Distriet Governor take action in arresting 
the accused, 


Signed by Gharavi 


Chief cf Shahi Secret Police 


11 May 1916 
Number 792,206 
fhe Office of the Mazanderan Chief of Police 


"Hassan 'Edalat, police officer nember 33, eity guard, Shirgah Factory zgent, 
reports in a lettendated 31 March 1916 that when he was on his post Mr, Ali Dust-Hac 
the factory head, infornei him of a quarrel cccuring at the home of Khalil Azar, the 
leader of the Tudeh Party in Shirgah. As a remult of this fight Akber Jeddi, driver 
of truck number 1112, was wounded. He wés taken to the Shahi hospitel. At the 
hospital Akbar Jeddi was questioned, Akbar Jeddi; 5 years old; the driver of truck 
number 1112 for the factories of shirgeh, Amol, end Tabriz, is the resident of Tehran 
with his wife and children. He stated that on the above mentioned date he wes at 
the atation, along with Mr. Dareb, Amiri, end Zhalil Azar. Mr. Khalil Azar inwited 
them to his house for e drink. While they were there Khalil Azar sent someane for 
Mr. Fadai, a worker in the Shir:ah f.ctory and the Shirgah workers! represen’.atiw 
Since Mr. Jeddi was not on good terms with Mr. Fadai he decided to Leavexfore Mr. 
Fadal's arrival. But before he could leave Mr. Fadai arrived and immediately began 
to insult him. The Mr. Fadail, with the help of the other three began to beat. him. 
Finally he escaped from tre house but they followed him and shot him in the leg. 
investi-ation indicates taat Mr. Jeddi considers Mr. Fadai guilty, anc suspects the 
others since they invited him to Khaliits house. The Shahi hospital was crowded 
so they have taken him to Tehran. Buty since the incident took place in Shirgsh, 
file Humber 208,45 dated 15 May is being submitted tc the office of the 4ilitary 
Gevernor in order that they may review the incident. 


A copy is being sent to inform the Office of .he District Governor of Shahi. 
| Signed by the Chief of Police 


A copy of the 31 March 1916 report of Mr. Hasan tEdalat, police officer, Rank 
1, Number 33, security guard followa: 


The honorable management of Shirgah fae¢tory. 


At six-thirty in the evening on 31 March 1916 while i, Hasen 'Edalet, peiice 
officer Number 33 of the Shahi police, was on duty Mr. Ali Dust-Haq informed :e of 
a quarrel at Mr. Khalil Azar's house. %ue to this quarrel Mr. Akbar Jeddi, the 


driver of price epee sake Sib TOM? cL akhie sd OBA seb sesso Zodhsb MY Teettar 
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being driven by Mr. Teymux. He was accompanied by Mr. Khalil Azar, Mohammad Hasan, 
Dust-Haq, Alizadeh, and geveral others. The wounded Mr. Akbar Jeddi was in the 
back of the truck which was being driven towards Shahi. Since it is one of m. 
duties, I am reporting this incident to the Shahi Police Office." 


Signed by Hasan 'Edalat, 
Police Officer Number 33, 
Agent of the Shirgah Factories. 


NID THEY EXECUTE PSOPLE? 


At the questioning of Mohammad Borumand on 22 November 1945 one of the many 
names that he mentioned was that of Mr. Amir Bahram. He said that after Moharmad 
Ruhi, Amir Baghram had become very active and was one of those disturbing the people. 
He said that when he was in prigon he heard that Mr. Amir Bahram had been shooting 
people in the Sari streets. 


PROCEEDDIGS 


"At nine o'clock in the morning on 13 January 1946 Amir Bahram, elaborating 
on his previous statement that he would show us that body of Nur Mohammad, confessed 
the following: 


‘I, Amir Bahram, alorg with Hoseyn '/l1i Golshan and Ebrahim Sahali, on 10) April 
19h6 in the evening, took Mohammad Nuri to Sari in the Tudeh Party Ambulance. From 
Sari, under the pretence that we wanted to go for a ride, we drove approximatcly 
two miles and then stoppec, saying that somethin: was wrong with the engine. We 
got out of the car, walkec a short distance, and sat near a hole wiich was dus in 
the ground, While Nur Mohammad was sitting there with Hoseyn ‘Ali, he was shot in 
the back by Ebrahim Sahel and then thrown into the hole! 


#in accordance with the orders directing us to find the body, the following 
persons were sent to the scene of the crime: (1) Lieutenant Ratuf (2) Mr. Shadmand 
(3) Mohammad Gharavi, the chief of police (1) Olfat-Pur, a police employee ($) Hoseyn 
Farvardin, the court representative. These people started for Sar in a car Number 
esees Griven by Panjali. One of the passengers Hoseyn Oehgan was the brother of 
the deceased. The passengers consisted of citizens af Shahi who had come here for 
the same purposes. The above-mentioned people and the bus passengers drove to the 
place where Nur Mohammad was burled, as Amir Bahram indicated. Zolf ‘ALL drov-ped 
into the hole where the murdered man wes buried. ‘The depth of the hole was ten 
meters, ZOlf 'All, after reaching the bottom, shouted that he found the clothes 
and shoes of the murdered man. Finally the man's bones were removed from the grave. 
When the bones were pullec out the murdered man's brother was present. The bones 
were put in 4 gack and were taken to Shahi. 


‘A Docter Zamani was called upon te cxamine the body, but since he came from 
Sari and had no jurisdiction in Shahi he was unwilling to examine the body. however, 
the following people prevéiled upon the doctor and he examined the bodys, Mr. Shadmanc 
Lieutenant Ratuf,-chief of police, Gharefi,-the court representative, Alefpoor,- 
a police employes, Amir Behram, Ahmad Mohammadi, Dehgan,~-the driver of the car, 
Yazdanin, Barari, Najafi, Ahmad Safavi, Sald Hashemi, and Ahmad Barjasteh, -po.ice 
officer number 15. 
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bones remained, it fe very difficult to discern how and by what means he had been 
killed. 


"The murdered men's body was taken to the Office of the Military Governor the 
following day. In the presence of the Director of Health, Chief of Police Khosrow, 
and Mr. Shadmand, the body was once more examined. They concurred with the above 
doctor that, sincethe person had been deal for a long time, it was difficult to 
indicate the means by wich he was killed. Pictures were taken of the bcdy, and 
the body was returned to the family for burial purposes,” 


Signed by: Savad Kuhi, 
the Military Prosecutor 
of the Military Governor's Office. 
br. Basiri, Director of Health 
Gharavi, Chief of Police 
Rafi' Niri, Police Officer No. 3, 
Mashayekhi the representative of 
the civilian Governor 
Ghelam Hassan Kheyrkhavah, Police eta 
4. 3 
CHAPTER IIT 


THE EX‘ ORTIO! OF THE WORKERS 


1. How Did the Collection of Money Take Place? 
2. Money Was Taken From The Workers by Force. 
3+ They Bought Ammunition with the Workers! Money. 
lh. What did "special expenses" mean? 
5S. Is the Club of Sattar {han the Lawful Property of Reza Ruste? 
& All Heads and Chairmen of the Unions becane Property Owners with the vorkerst 
Money. 
HOW DID THE) COLLECTION OF MONEY TAKE PLACE? 
Money was collected in a very strange manner. Dr. Yagsdi would sit in his house 
from twelve till one o'cleck and receive the funds . Dr. Yazdits house wis located 
at Shahabad Avenue and Bagh Sepahsalar Street. 


We include a circular below. 


Date 25 December 1945 United Central Council 
Number 1530 The Union of Workers anc Laborers 
of Iran 


Care Seg ee eee SUSTba8e Bin MASS oH T288%900070003-2 
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"In accordance with the decision taken by the United Central Councii and the 
District Couneil of Tehran, all the existing funds in the union treasury of this 
union and also all the future funds received from membership or other purposes, 
should be acknowledged by the formal receipt of the United Council. At the end 
of each week the money should be delivered to Dr. Morteza Yasdi, treasurer of 
United Central Council. Upon delivery «4 separate formal receipt should be received, 
The central treasury of the Council ie open every day from twelve until one o'clock 
for receiving funds. It is located at Dr. Yasdi's house at Shahabad Avenue and 
Bach Sepehsalar Street. Union messengers can deliver the funds and receive a receipt. 
Each union sheuld introduce its cashier or tax-collector to the District Cowncil 
or to the United Central Council. 


The United Central Council 
and the District Council 
of Tehran 
Seal and Signature of Huste 
The United Central Council, 


the Union of Workers and Laborera 
of Iran 


MONEY WAS TAKEN FROM THE WORKERS BY FORCE 


The Military Governor of Tehran 
File Number 25,9,28,350 

Particulars: Chola Hoseyn, the son of Shekrallah, family name Shaqaqi; 40 
years old, cement factory worker, native of Tehran, married and has children, 
resident of sub-district 2, Number |,0 Amin-al<Dowleh Avenue, Ser Chashmeh Street 
and Farashbashi Street, No. 0 in Yasdan Qoli Raisi house, Iranian subject. 
Question: What was the Executive Board doing? 


Answer: Except for being sons-of-bitthes and Zor standing near the eoffer to force 
money from us, it did nothing. We had no choice but to obey than, 


File Number 25,9, 29,212 


Particulars: Yadoallah, the son of Khalil, family name Barfinijl> years old, 
native of Ardebil, resident of Tehran, cement factory worker. 


Question; You are a menber of what party? 
Answer: <A #ember of the Youth Organization. I don't know...They received five 


krans from me and guve me a sheet of paper. If I said anything, anytime, 
they would keay my wages, 
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pretext of protecting them fron exploitation, was doing that very selfsame thing. 
They say that the Executive Board, eside from being sons-of-bitches did nething 
but stand near the coffer end take their money. ‘They said that they used & take 
our hard«sarned money by ille<2] maens and they gould not help but obey them. They 
said their tongues were tied and thet if they disclosed anything in secret they 
would be punished. 

THEY BOUGHT AMMUNZTION WITH THE WORKERS! MONEY 


The excerpts from an interrogation, given below, Ulustrates the fact that 
some of the collected money was used to buy ammunition. 


8 January 19h7 
Interrogation of Yusof Lankarani 


Question: Did you send any of the money wiich you allected to Tehran for the 
purpose of buying ammunition? 


Answer: I sent about thirty thousand tomans to Assad-Allah Bahar, who orks 
at the Tudeh Club in feltman, to buy ammunition. He provided us with 
three rifles and some cartridges. The rest of the money was s ent 
for other purposes. 

Question: What kind cof ammunition was sent to you? 

Answer: Different kinds. 

Interrogetion of Lankarani and Ruhi 

22 December 1916 

Questions: With what care were the incomes and expenses recorded in the books? 


Anawer: It was being recorded in the books from the time that I had been 
responsible, and a few months prior to that. 


Question: Was the above-mentioned book half-sheet and printed or wes it not printed? 
Answer: It was half-sheet and printed. 

Question: Did the above-mentioned book have numbers or not? 

Answer: Yes, it was like the income and expense books of businesses. 


Question; The ammunition which was bought, was it included in this book as 2 
part of the expense? 


Answers No. 
Question: What was the reagon for aot recording it in the book? 


Answer; Under Mr. Tabarits instructions, this part was not being regietered 
in the book. 
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Question P Well, where was rad Oooh ass SP Opes 0 ASR 9092990 4003 2 
Answer: It was not recorded in any book. 


Question: If it was necessery to find out how much and to whom you have paid for 
ammunition what book would you refer to? ™ 


Answer: There was no book for this purpose. For example, if we gave five thousand 
tomans to someone for the purpose of buying ammunition we keep « little 
memorandu: which would s¢on be destroyed, 


Question: Did you have a book to sBow how many rounds you had bought? 


Answers Yes, we had one and Yolfaqar Mohammadi had it. He is now in prisan. 
When he was coing to Zireb, according to his investigation stat anania, 
he burned them. 


Questions: How much had you sent to Assad-Allah Bahar in Tehran? 


Answer: For the pursose of providing ammunition and other necessities, - 30,000 
tomans. This money was given him in person when he came to Saahi. 
10,000 tomans were given to Mohamuad Ruhiy 5,000 of wiich was cent by 
‘Asger Ashrag, who was going to Tehran but wo was in Shahi at the times 


WHAT DID SPECIAL EXPENSES MEAN? 


From the questioning of Mohammed Borumand, the first secretary of tae Union 
of Workers of Shahi and the secretery of the Mazanderean Provincial Gouncll, we have 
obtained an example of how the funde were spent. 


Here is an excerpt from the interrogation of Mohammad Borumand, dated 20 
January 1917. ‘The examiner is Captein Darvish. 


Question: The decunents at hand ané informetion we have received indicates that 
you have spent a sun of 102,103 riale and SO dinars for specia. expenses. 
Explein yourself; what ic meant by "special expenses" and what was its 
Purpose? 


Answer, In the year 195-1916 the responsible heads of the Mazenderan end Corgan 
Workers’! Union were usually Mr. Ebrahim .lisadeh, Ali Akbar Shehabi and 
Reza Bbrahimsadeh. They used to bank, under their own accounts, money 
edlected from the unions. Whenever they nesded mone, the; wouid take 
some and spend it. Theig accountant wos Mr. RemazanPur who uped to work 
in the fruit canning factory in Shahi. They uaed to give a greet deal 
of money tc Mr. <prahinzrdeh. 


Question: Please explain why individuals on tis list are indicated only by initials. 


fnswer: In number §, the letter M. M represents Marutin Sarukhenian. He was 
registered simply as M because Marutin received his salary frau the Tudeh 
Party and he didn't want this kmowm. Regard the letter HN, thet signified 
Second Liettenant Wik Fetrat, Chief of the Shahi Railroad who nad 
connections with Akbar Shehebi." 
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On 25 December 19), the Director deneral of the Tobacco Monopoly of Lran 
wrote a letter to the Ministry of Labor and Propaganda. A copy of this letter 
4s published here. 


TOBACCO MONOPOLY OF IRAN 
25 December 1916 
Number 392,36 
fo the Ministry of Labor and Propagandar 


The workers in the tobacco pipe-polishing division, the division for 
preparating the cigarette mixture, and the division for separating tobacco leaves, 
by means of three petitions inclosed herein, cleim thai Mr, Sharif-Pur, Ahnad 
Sharifmadari, Yusof Khazari, and Muaa Hatami, all workers in the auxiliary factories 
of this institution, by threat and p-essure, forced them to give up a day's paye 
Please submit the petitions to review and report the results to this institution. 


The Director-General of the 
Tobacco Monopoly of Iran 


To the Honorable Office of the Genmgial-Director of the Tobacco Monopoly of Irans 
Inclosure Number 1 
Mixture Division 


With due respect the undersigned, workers in the division for preparing the 
cigarette mixture, report that Mr. Sherifi has taken a day's pay from ue by force 
and threat. Please direct that our day's pay, earned by hard lebor, be returned 
to us. We need this money more than anyone else, 


Inelosure Number 2 
Pipe Division 


With due respect the undersigned, workers in the tobacco pipe-polishing division 
report that Mr. Ahmed Sereshteh-Dari, Yusof Khazari and Musa Hatami, without reason 
and by pressure and threat, have taken a day's pay from us. Please direct that cur 
day's pay, earned by hard labor, be returned to us. We need this money more than 
anyone else. 


61 Seals 
2 Finger Prints 
9 Signatures 


Inclosure Number 3 


withde respect the undersigned, workere in the division for separating tobacco 
leaves, report that on Monday, 11 November 1946, on payday, Mr. Sahrif-Pur and five 
disciplinary agents, without warning, took from us a day's wage. £ recei;t was given 
+o wachAparkwed Far Reigane 200/960 7 QlayRtIRG sleoanserosgnndtondBaciplinery agents 
used force and threaters them. 32 


As yodpproves! knoWsleasen2 1 /09/04.a GArBDAS3-00AIGRORQ90GA7NNN3 -Zonditica and 
the high cost of living, it is not fair that we should lose this money « 


We ask your honor to please stipul ite that the money, which has been taken 
away from ue foreibly, be returned. 


Some Seale and Signatures 


in accordance with the instructions of the Ministry of Labor and Propaganda 
the investigator appointed to review the workers! compkint reported the Loallowing: 


"In connection with letter Number 908 of that office, I was appointed on 
6 January 197 an investigator to check into and report the tobacco factory worle rst 
complaint that a day's wage was taken from them by force and threat. In agresment 
with the statement made by all the workers om 1] Novesber 1916, the worker Sharif- 
Pur attached to the United Central Council, for the reagon of buying land for the 
union, had taken one day's wage fro~ the workers and hed given them a receipt in 
return. A copy of one of the receipts follows: 


The United Central Council 
The Tobacco Factory Workers Union 


Number Date Sum 
On account, one day's wage for the profit of the umionecsecs.scossceesees 
Recelved bysscceccesvesanese 
Member of thessessevescenss Bection 


The Chairman of the Wage Cormittee 
The Seal of the Tobacco Workers Union 
Financial Committee 


All the receipts were signed by Sherif-Pur. Sharif-Pur, at the present is 
in prison. In response te complaints received from the workers by Local Police 
Office 10, an investigation had been conducted. All res;onsible persons and 
evidence are being held by Local. Police Office 10. 


fhe workers! statements, the receifts, and the statements of Sharif-Pur, 
Sereshteh-Dari, and Hatimi are in the files of the local police. 


The workers state that seemingly the Setar Khen Club has been bought for 
130,000 rials by the Unitec Couneil. 30,000 of this was paid by the workers at 
an average of 10,000 riais per month. #’ter the recent incidents, when the workers 
wanted to go to that club they were prevented from entering by the first secretary 
of the United Council, Resa Pusta. Rese Rusta claims that, with the present :apers, 
the property of the Satar {han Club is bis property. 


"Any way, the workers ask for their day's wages taken from them by force and 
threat.* 


Investigator Ergineer Parki 
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BECAME PROPERTY OWNERS WITH THE WORKERS MONEY 


P. Sh. Mobarez, in his book, Base the Tudeh P Been Defeated? The True 
{coe plishment, writes, "The United Central Souncit Was always tryin, to increase 
the number of those who ;eve meetings, and the thing it neglected most wis the 
improvement of the workers! material and spiritual condition. Most of the veople 
in the United Central Council tock advantage of the workers. The heads and 
shairmen of the unions, becane property owners with the workers money. fond it may 
be that aven Resa Ruste was not innocent in thie case." 

And in another part he writes: ‘Where did all the money come from for the 
big party celebration given by Reza Ruata to meke the United Central Council 
officially know? For what purpose was this party given? 

’ The above mentioned bock is written by a person who considers himself a 
faithful believer in the party. In the month of December 1916 to January 1917 he 
still believes thet the Tudeh Party has not lost its strength and will rise acain 
by remedying its past mistakes. 

CHAPTER IV 
TLLIGAL ACTIVITIES IN GOVERNMENT OFFICES 
i. The Destructive Activities of the Umited Central Council in the State Railway 
Department. . 
2, Did the Government Factories Belong to the United Central Council? 
3. The Hiring and Firins of Workerd Was Conducted by the Executive Board. 
hk. ‘They Received Money Without Worleing 
5. They Made Bombs anc Grenades in The Government Factories 


&. They Wanted to Set Fire to The Cemest Factory 


THE DESTRUCTIVE ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED CENTXAL COUNCIL IN THE STATE RATLHAY DEPARTMENT 
22 November 19/46 
Rumber A,07212318 
The Honorable Chief of the Ratlroad Police Office 
I am bringing to your attention to the continuation of report Number hl. 
In accordance with the previous reports and alse with the contents of the 
presented file, on 11 November 1946 a notice had been sent on behalf of the United 
Council, to the workers of the Tehran Genter, to the Provincial Council of Mazanderan, 


and to the local committees, inetructing all workers related to the Council to strike 
beginning at six otcleck on the morning of 12 November 196 until further n tice. 
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The Worker BPESYS9 A Reg ase ao Oe viet et eras CoA ast pee after the 
passenrer train had = the Bandar Sheh station. The heads of the Workers! 

Union of Sandar Shah pathered in the elvub and held « meeting. According to the 
statements of Mr. Javad Sarkhabi, Ebrehim Motadayyen, and Zeynolabedin Sehhst-Bakhgh, 
the necessary decisions were made and the following seven people were appointed 

to the Strike Committee: Mr. Amjadi, depost chief of Bandar Shah; Alwandi, in charge 
of water establishments; Sajedi, in charge of steam engines; Sehhat-Bakshs, chief 
repair many Nazirian, engineer; Shokubi-Neszhad, chief of itinerary personnel, and 
Meqadam, the founder of the factories, These people, instead of beginning © strike 
at six ofclock started destroying the railroad and disrupting the transportitien 
aystem at two ofclock in the morning ef 12 November 1916. 


A.Mr, Karim Tarverdi, holder of fdentification card Number 93h, issued at 
Sarab, who is the train supervisor along with Mr. Mohqeq the son of Zsmalil, helder 
eof identification card Number 65), issued at Sarab, who is foreman of one 4) strict 
carrying out previous instructions of Mr. Javad Sorkhabi, put stones betwee: the 
switch. Locomotive number 1,57,1767 driven by Haji Amu-Coli wes turned over when 
it pasged over the switeh. Later with the help of Amjadi and Omidvar and Haji, the 
locomotive was put back in its place. Simce the two above mentioned conspirators 
and their instructer had completely denied their act during the investigation, further 
investiation was made of Hasan Rezvap, Haji Coli Arzi and Soltan and also of factory 
chief Amjadi, Mr. Tagi Mokarrami, Ali Khorsandi, and Eematil Yazdani, the drivers 
from Bandar Shah. The sdove mentioned rersons and twelve others, as @ result of 
the investigation, have stated the stcne was placed on the switch by Mr. Tarverdi 
and Mohqeq. In addition Hasan Resvan during the investigation stated that ‘'r. Sorkhab 
hed iven order; to Tarverdi while he was present. Mr. Arai Sarmahalli, enc Rezvan 
feared the strikers and did not warn the driver of locomotive 57-1767. As » result 
the locomotive was overturned. On the otherhand, Mr. ira2i and Sarmahaili octh 
confessed thet on the nizht of 1? November 19h6 when they were at the switch, Mr. 
Motadayyen Tarverdi and “ohqeq creeped near the switch and hid in the dark, Then 
Mr. Rasvan a; proached them and after e little discussion returned. hen ta lecomotiv 
gignaled it was going te cross the switch, Rasvan threw the switch causing the train 
to turn over. Jt was arran.ed however, that when the locomotive's tack was nearly 
filled with water aid was returning, Hasan Razvan would put his pocket Licht near 
the English-made switch. Razvan then went to the American-made switch and returned. 
Hence, then the locomotive passed over the American-made switch and returned. Hence, 
when the logemotive passed over the American-made switch, 14 was derailed and turned 
over. At this moment Mr. Razvan went back to the station so that there was no 
evidence of his action. 


Based on these reports Mr. Tarveridi, Hoseyn Mohqeq and Hasan Razvan wore con- 
sidered guilty of putting stones into the switch with the intention of destroying 
and disrupting the transportation system. We consider thst their sct warrants 
extreme punis:ment.” 


B. Mr. Ebrahim Motadayyen, the sen of Mohammad, depot driver of Bandar Shah, 
according to the files, oelonzed to the committee at Bandar Shah, and helped select 
= atrike committees. He is responsible for puttins out the fires in all tre (boilers 

ef the) locomotives at two AM on 11 November 19146. In addition, he and Mr. Hamid 
Fuled-Shekan, the driver ond Mostafa Laleh-Nama, the repair man and tbrahim Tavana 
had stolen the most sensitive instrument of lecomotive number 2-168 which hauled 
passenger cars from Bender Shah to Tehran. Through the confession of Mr. Ebrahim 
Tavana, the stelen inetruments were found behind the locomotive in the station 
warehouse. Motadayyan had :cne to Behshar by jeep at elght ofclock in the morning 
of 16 November 1916. Theve he had iseued the strike order. Mr. Masre-Allah and 
Hashemzadeh, workers at the cotton factory at his instruction had opened thc station 
water tanhpatévedsdideReli¢ase 20911409 Dipp C4AIRDHSaAId $5 R909 INHA7 OHO32n. However, 


es IO me 


the destrugipveveel FEPRASISE MOT OOTE7 WE GHEE ys were warned 
of the anger chead. The followin;: oF6r, SCPE 04) e7u Cae? Motacdayen: 


1. ‘©. ALL Nowruzi, fireman of Bandar Shah, states that cn the night of nT) 
November 1946, Mr. Motadayyen and Fuled-Shekan and a few other members of the union 
came to the depot. Motadayyen instrueted him to extinguish the fire ef a certain 
Locomotive, but since Nowruzi did not respond; he repeated his orders, but since 
he only Lowered the fire Motadayyen put it out himself, 


2, Mostafa Laleh-Nia, worker ina Bandar Shah factory states thet on the night 
of 12 November 1946 Motadayyan instructed him to extinguish the fire of passeager 
Locomotive number 12-168 due at Pol-isSafid at six o'clock in the morning. Thése 
instructions were carried out. 


3. Ali Khorsandi, dixiver, had testified that on the night of 12 November 19k6 
Motadayyen and Fulad-Shecan stole vital instruments from locomotive number |2-165. 
Mr, Mokarremi, chief of Locomotives of Bandar Shah was able to repair locomotive 
57-1767 which was used to run passenger trains. 


lh. Abu-al-Cagsem Haji Amu-Qol4 hes confimed that on the nivht of 12 Nevesber 
19h6 Motadayyen, Fuled-Shekan and Laleh-Wie extinguished the fire of the boiler of 
the Locomotive and stole the equipment from locomotive number h@e16&, and hed hidden 
the same. 


S. Mr. Mohamad Beger-Vafa'i testified during the investigation that cn the 
night of 12 Nevember 1916, he saw Mr. Motadayyan and Pulad-Shekah, and Lalen-Mta 
steal the equipment from locomtive number 12-168, 


6. Saad ‘Abbas Sayedin, fireman on locomotive number 12<168, stated that on 
the night of 12 November 1916 he was busy working on the locomotive when he saw . 
Motadayyen, Fulad-Shekar and a few othera rush towards the locomotives. After 
they had made him get ovt they exting:ished the fire in the engine room. Tne 
fireman also saw Mohqeq put a stone into the switch which consequently caused 
Locomotive number 57-1767 to be derailed. 


7. Mr. Seyf-Allad Falsh, driver, stated thet he came to the station and saw 
that locomotive 57-1767 was derailed and that “Mr. Omidvar and Mokarrami were trying 
to put it back on the track. 


8. Mr. fali Omidver, depot supe:intendant of Bandar Shah stated that on the 
night of 12 November 1916 Motadayyan und Fulad-Shekan and several other rush towards 
Locomotive number 2-168 which was starting for Tehran. They extinguished the 
Locomotivets fire and tock sone of its instruments away. ‘They had intended to cestroy 
locomotive number h2-167 but wore not successful. Mr. Mokarrami had been wrned 
of their intentions and asked the police to guard the cross road. Sut since Mohqeq 
was successful in putting stones in the switch, locomotive number 57-1767 which was 
returning after having its tank fillei, was derailed. However, Mr. Mokerreni ami 

Mr. Omidvar were able to repair it. 


9. Mr» Mokarrami, in charge of locomotive affairs, stated that Mr. Motadeyyan 
and Fulad-Sheken extenguished the fire in locomotive number 12-168 and stale some 
of its vital equipment. However, he decided to repair the keomotive so it could 
haul the passenger train. Motadayyan was informed of Mokarrami's intentions and 
planned to destroy the passenger cars. Since Mokarrami was warned of these plans, 
he inforned the police and with their aid prevented sabotage. Meanwhile, he was 
informed by Omidvar that Mohqeq and éthers had put a stone into the switch 
and thus derailed locomotive number §7-1767. With the help of a few workers, 
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10. Aer KRUPe ARs Sopp ERT Tink Seba de ndeMddser that on ZL 
November 1945 at about 10 PM Motadayyan, Fulad=Shekan, Laleh-Nia, and ‘Ali 'Alani~ 


Nowruzi, without forewarning him illezelly ejected the fireman, Mr. Seed ‘Aobas 
Saedin, from locomotive number 12-168 and extinguished the fifd. Also, when Amjadi 
learned of their destructive activities, he tried to warn {people in) Sari. Just 
then, Mr. Sorkhabi came in and took tie telephone from his hand and with dark threats 
led him to his house. Amjadi stated that the derailment of locomotive 57-1767 was 
due to the stone put on the switch by Mohgeq, and that when he heard the news of 

the derailment he went to the scene do the accident and with the help of others 

was able to put the locomotive on the track. The locomotive and the passenzer trains 
were repaired and thus uble to start for Sari the following morning at 10 o'clock. 


ll. Mr. Ebrahim Tavana stated th:t on the night of 12 November 1946 he, 
Motadayyan, Fulad-Shekan, and Laleh-Nie extinguished the fire in locomotive 12-168 
and hid some of its equipment. The same night, Motadayyan took by force the 
superintendent post occupied by Omidyar and made him leave the depot. Some time 
later Tavans brought back the stolen instruments and put them in their place. 


12. In addition to the above mentioned witnesses, testifying to Motadzyyan'a, 
Pulad-Shekants, and Laleh-Niats guilt, they themselves have corroborated thair 
atatements admitting that they played a certain part in the destruction. However, 
they have denied a great deal of he statements made by the ten above-mentioned 
people." 


C. Of course, the stetemaents of Motadayyan and Puled~Shekan are not accepted. 
Mr. Motadayyan has been considered guilty for disobeying the chief of the Bandar 
Shah depot and for going to the station of Behshahr and ordering Nasr-Allah-iur 
and Hashemzadeh to empty the water tank. Motdayyan has denied the above fects but 
at the time of the investigation he made two contradicting statements. He clains 
first, that he went to Behshahr at eizht o'clock in the morning by jeep and second, 
thet he went to Behshahr with Mr. Saed Ashrafi at eight-twenty, and at two-thirty 
went to the station to see avout a passenger train. Therefore, he is considered 
guilty. At the same time he has denied the fact that he ordered the workers te 
empty the weter tank." 


The following statements show that Motadayyan ie guilty of going to Behshahr 
without permission and of trying to destroy the passenger train: 


1. Mr. Taqisadeh, the son of Tegi, holder of identification card Number 20180 
issued at Tebriz, chief of Behshahr stetion, during the inveatigution stated that 
at eight ofclock on 12 November 19h6 the workers of a cotten factory came to the 
Behshahr station, but they did not interfere in the atationts activity. stout nine 
otclock Motedayyan alonz with Mr. Piri, the chairman of the United Council, came to 
the station, entered the watch room and took the selector from Tagizadeh's sand and 
started insulting the Sari controller. The concroller asked for the station agents 
but Motadayyan told the: all the station employees were on strike and thers was no 
one there. This statement was not true, for the erployees were actually present and 
attending to their duties. Motadayyan informed all the employess that no one had 
the right to touch the communications system. Then he instructed the Tudeb Farty 
agents who were at the station at that time, to deatroy the rails and empty the 
water tanks. Motdayyan then left for town and half and hour later returned with 
a few armed men. He ordered Taqizaden and Dehqan, the station assistant, te go two 
a room where they were kept prisoners. Finally, they were released and the armed 
men were left to guard the atation. 


2. Mr. Dehqan, tha son of Mahmed, holder of identification card number 2217, 
issued at Tabriz, station assistant of Behshahr, confirmed Taqizadeh's statamant and 
added thapproverkF ee felgasenio SolemayyaoRbPsepty bRooseeD7GUbmA The «ction was 
done, however, by the workers @ the ¢otten factory of Behshahr. 


ay ae 


3. Mr. Anpasen Heldotalchebd200 16 9/6102 pper sued at Gogan, who 
4s in charge of water purification of isaeiier ata go = SMOxreted. he 
stated that on 12 November 196 as usual everyone was working when Dre Salimits agent 
4nformed him that all water tanks had been opened. Ferdows cans out immediately 

and asked Hashemzadeh who was standing near the water tank, why he had done it. 
Hashemzadeh, answered that 4% was none of his business. When a worker by the sare 

of Gorban tried to stop him, he punched him in the chest and threw him te the crounde 
Ferdows went inside where the waterpump was located and shut it off, to create the 
Lilusion that there was no water in the tank. 


he Mohammad Jatfari, the son of 'ALL Asghar, and Abu~al-Casem {aherpur, the 
gon of Assad-Allah, sta'ed that they had started work at seven ofclock in the 
morning, and were at their own job, when the workers of the cotton factory of 
Behshahr came and tried to interrupt then. However, they were able to hold them 
off until the passenger train had passed through Behshshr sefely." 


In addition, the report of the Behshahr Railway Police number 13 dated 13 
November 1916 states thet since Nesr-Allah-Pur and Hashemzadeh are members of the 
Behshahr factory the investigation does not fall in oor sphere of authority. * 


D. According to the record, about tivo otelock in tae morning, Javed Sorkhabit, 
the son of Mohammad '#l4, holder of identification cam Number 2)/023 issued at Tabriz 
train chief of the northern zone, and Mr. Zeynelabedin Seh&t Bakhsh, the son of 
Mohammed, holder of the identification cour Number 10838 issued at Mashhad, chief 
mechanic of the Bander Shoah trains, had left the Lecal union and with Mr. Wsarian, 

a roundhouse motorist (engineer), had oxdered Mr. tAshur Yatim, Mohamad Reza Ariani, 
and Mohammad Ramian to renove the brakes of the passenger trains. The order wes 
also to fill the engine with gend instead of oil. Since this «ction damaged the 
passenger trans, the case had beer. investigated as follows: 


1. Testimony has been secured froa Mohammad Qal tehsari, a worker on the 
passenger train. He stated that on the morning of 16 November 196 when he came 
to work he found everyone on strike, When ne discovered the brakes had oeen removed 
and the motors filled with sand, he sterted to repair the trains along with several 
others. But at this time Mr. Sorkhsbi, interfered and told him, "We don't want 
anyone to work." Qal tehaart testified that he had been informed that the nicht 
shift had done the above-mentioned damege at the order of Mr. Sorkhabi, SehB 
Bakhsh and Nazarian. 


9, Mohamad Shiraadi, @ worker on the passenger train, Was questioned ami 
stated that on the morning of 12 Novenber 196, when the workers were repair’ng 
the passenger trains, he also went to help them, but Sorkhabi prevented hin fron 
doing 50+ 


3. Mohammad Ali Jatfari was questioned and stated the destruction of the 
passenger treins had been done by Ariani, ALit Wasir, tAshur Yatin and Mohamnad 
Ramian, the night workers. The instractions had been given by Mr. Sorkhabi, and 
Gehat Bakhsh, and Nagarian. in addition, after Ja'fari had finished repairing the 
trains on the morning of 12 November 1916 and was leaving, Sorkhabi got hold of hin 
and said *Why did you continue to work? I know what I'11 do with you when get 
hold of youet® 


~ 38 + 
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MoMBRIRY HAF EEL, S Worker on ths Saseengor train, during the investig ‘tion 


Steted that as he was informed, Mr. 'Ashur Yatim, Mohammad Airani, and Ramian, the 

night workers removed the brakes by order ef Mr. Sorkhabi and Sehhat Bakhsh. Also 

in the morning of 12 November 19h6, when Naragqi tried to werk, Mr. Sorkhab:. stopped 
him and told him he needntt work. Nevertheless, with the lip of a few workors they 

Were able to repair the trains and mke then ready for operation. 


5« Mr. Teymur Eskandarl stated that he had been inforned thet Mr. tashur Yatin, 
Mohammad Ariani and the others were ordered by Sehat Bakhsh to remove the brekes. 
However, in the morning of 12 November 19hé.u few of the workers including Eskandari 
repaired the traing, 


5S. Gholax 1A14 Khosh Seresht mde several statements during the investicction, 
The passenger traine were put out of order on the instructions of Serkhabi and 
Seh&t Bakhsh. The night workers carried out the orders under the supervisio: of 
‘Ashur Yatim. Mr. Sorkhabi is reported as saying when the workers were reairing 
the trains tI am the one responsible for the opening of the brakes and I a the one 
who will answer. This is nobody else's business,!" 


7. The following is testinony given by 'Ali Farzand, a train workerg He stated 
that on the evening of 12 November 1916, he saw only Mr. Ali Hoseyn Zanjani who was 
standin: inside the train with « hammer in his hand. 


8. Bashir Dabirneshad, a train worker, stated that on the evening of 12 November 
1gh6, Mr. Nazarian, the chief repairman ordered him to pick up ashammer and cone to 
the train as he had a job for him. When he arrived somebody called out to Ir. Nazerkn 
that the trein rooms had been fixed and no help was needed. Bashir returned hone. 


9+ Mr. Abd-Allah Shahverdi testified he knows nothing zbout the destruction 
of the trains or the persons concerned, 


iQ, Mr. tAshur Tavac, a train employee, during the investigation state: that 
on the evening of 12 November 196 at three-thirty, Mr. Mahmud Nazarian, th: chief 
repairman, came into the engine room ind asked him whether he had key Number 22. 
He replied that whetever he had vosse:sed had already been civen"to you peo: let 
At this time he went out and shortly efter, returned with Mr. Bashir Dabirne shed 
and Mirga Rostami. They removed all the couplings from the passenger train and hid 
them in different places. Mr. Ali Hoteyn Zanjani was with them too. 


ii. ‘ALi Hoseyn Yanjani upheld the statements of tAshur Tavaq and added that 
he had been called in by ‘ali, a guard, and on the evening of 12 November 1916, obeying 
the orders of Mr. Sorkhabi and Nagarien, opened the couplings. ‘At this time there 
was @ worker present by the name of Petros who also helped in hiding tie removed 
pleces. 


12. Mr. Petros Cahramanian, holder of identification card Number 153, issued 
in Baku, was investizetei. He confessed that at four-thirty in the mnerming of 
12 November 19h6 Sorkhabi sent him to the roundhouse where he met Mr, Nazarian and 
other workers. At this time Newarian sent Ali, the guard, after "Ali Zanjani, and 
when he came he and Bashirand'! Ashur ware ordered to open the couplings. Nezarian 
was busy opening couplinzs too. Oahranunian had a lamp in his hand anc was 7.elping 
them. 
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13., Mahmug Na an;! " f 3 fication card 
“Nurbér ApBEeadad Beane 200 OF CARD ERS ide 1 BANGS 08 7bG03: ter being auestioned 
several times, finally gonfessed thet on the evening of 12 November 1916, about three- 
thirty or four olclock, Mr. Serkhabi came to the roundhouse and steted th:t the house 
needed repair. In his presence Nazerian removed the train hooks (couplings?) with 
the help of Ali Zanjani and Petros Cashramani. : 


Lh. MWohanmad Ziani, the delivery agent of the train sheds, stated at the tine 
of the investigation that on the evening of 12 November 1916, when he was busy 
checking the passenger trains he saw 'Ali Zanjani with a hammer removing the train 
hooks. ‘when asked whet he was doing, Zanjani anawered, 'Since we are striking 
tomorrow, Sorkhabi anc Sehat Bakhsh have ordered me to do this.! 


The minutes have been confirmed. Those taken on 17 November 19:6, concern 
the opening of hooks, chains and brtkes of the passenger train on the sight of 11 
November 19L6 by the ebove-mentioner names. Those taken on 18 November 195 concern 
details reported by the police station of Bandar Shah. Sorkhabi, Seh8t Baksh, and 
Nagarlan are considered guilty and sere subject to punishment. 


Mr. Javad Sorkhabi and Zeynalebedin Sehat Bakhsh offered the following testimony 
on their behalf: After the strike Committee had net they returned home, Not until 
they neard the danger whistle on the morning of 12 November 19)6 did they come out 
of the house and start striking. Tey ‘said they had only instructed the workers to 
strike in accordaice with the instructions of the United Central Council, and that 
they knew nothing about the above-mentioned destruction or the versons concerned. 

Mr. Sorkhabi claimed that after recciving telegrapher instructions from the chief 

ef the northern zone, he started rej-airing the passenger train. Most of the workers, 
however, as the minutes indicate, testified that Mr. Sorkhabi gave them ebsclutely 

no help. Instead the workers! testimony revealed that Mr. Sorkhabi had instructed 
then to destroy of the passenger trein. In addition, as revealed in note Number 2 

of 1h November 1946, Mr. Sorkhabi and Alvandi had refused to adhere to the telegraphed 
instructions sent them on 12 November 1916 had even prevented Mr. Habib-Ailsh Sobhani 
from posting them on the walls. 


k In regard to tie opening of the pump of Locomotive number 57,2183, and 
stealing and hiding the necessary ecuipments of the locomotive number 2«168 on 
21/8/25, after a few questioning periods, Mostafa Laleh-Nia, Hoseyn .1li Satdi, Tagi 
Mokarraml, Yahya Kolagar, workers of the Bandar Shah depot, made the following 
statements: Mr. Mostafa Laleh-Nia, has confessed that on the night of 12 November 
1916 he opened the pump of Locomotive number )6,2),83 as instructed by Mot. dayyan. 

He and brahim Ravana unscrewed the eccentric of locomotive Number 12-168 and ex- 
tinguished its fire. Laleh-Nia kept the pump in his pocket. However, on 16 November 
he put the instrument back in its place. In view of the above confession: Laleh-Nia 
is considered guilty and subject to punishment. 


Further investiscetion revealed that Shirali Maqsudi, Mosaffa~Ab, Zia' #l-~Akhbari, 
Gholam Ali Said Moqaddam, workers of the Bandar Shah water tank, during the strike 
had arued with Mr. Estepan Alvandi tho was in charge of the water at Bander Shah. 


Mr. Alvandi had ordered the workers te. empty the water tank, but sin had ~ 
obeyed his instructions, he had emptied the tank hinself, Alao, sive a en iets 
workers had refused to aid him in his sabotace attempts, he had refused to supply 
water to the hydraulic gereators. As a consequence from elght-thirty till ten-fift; 

on 12 November 196 the electric current of the factories was cot off. The foll 4 
people who did not participate in the strike, confirmed the above statement at the 

time of the investigation: Saed Mahmod Shakeri, Hsmatil Yasdan Zait Gholar. Ald 
Ahmadizadeh, Gholam Hoseyn Tayaran, Mehemmad Hoseyn Morshedtalab, Abd-Allah Mazhab4 
Mohammad Rasul Shahi, ‘Ali Esmatili, tabi Asphar Nacaib Ali Asghar Nagyash Eakandar 
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Also Mr. Shir Ali Maasuid, Gholer: Hoseyn Jehangir, and All Moqaddam, ¢!:ployees 
at the water tank, had stated thet Mr. Alvandi had ordered them to empty th: ‘verc 
water into 4 well. But since there wea no way to direct the rout of the water towards 
the well, gcording to the statements made by Cholan Hoseyn Jehangir and Sherif 
Magsudi, Mr. Alvandi orcered them to open the drain valve and shut off the /ocumotive. 


Therefore, Mre Alvandi is also considered guilty and subject to punishment. 


According to the minutes, on the day of the strike, the oll compartmen. of the 
engine in the roundhouse had broker and caused further disorder. Mr. Darvishzadeh 
had banked and fired another Locomtive. Since Mr. Mahmood Nasarian, dn charge & 
engines in the repair shop was judged guilty of the above act and is subjec. vo 
punishment. 


At six ofelock on the morning of 12 November 1946 Yasdizadeh and Anzanvur, 
the station assistant, had taken over the communication system. They nad a pointed 
Fuladi, a worker and disciplinary agent of the Workers Party, snd another porson 
with the same title to guard the telephone system. The same day Mr. Hoseyn danbarar 
was supposed to take over the station, but Mr. Yazdizadeh and Anzanpur had felt he 
opposed them and had diamissed him. ‘They instructed Mohammad Ali Fatahl, tie ticket 
agent, tc guard the station. From the beginning till the end of the strike they had 
permitted no one to interfere in the communications, and on the evening of i3 
November 19h6 when Mr. Nahrudi was operting the selector from Sari, Anzanpur, acting 
on the orders’ ef Yazdisadeh pulled down the selector level, cutting off can muiication 
with Babol. Sari attewoted to reach the Shahi police to find out why iney couLdntt 
get messages through to the station. when Lieutenant Ratuf and Lieutenant -iranser, 
ehief of the Shabi police station arrived at the Station to investigate, Mr. Yaadie 
gadeh and Mr. Snsanpur had pushed up the selector lever and wer: pretending thet 
contact had been esteblished. Yazdisadeh started insulting the Sari commuications 
gteff and prevented the agents, who were unearned, fron entering the radio room, 
Since Mr. Yardigadeh had no right to interefere with the communications, ard since 
he had caused disorder in the entire communications syste: between Sari an: otner 
stations he is considered guilty. 


Documents revealed that Mr. Heydar Gudarzi, chief of the Pol-i-Sefid stetion; 
Mr. Mahmud, a Locomotive engineer; Mr. Shirzed, water purification agent; end Mr. 
Mohammadpoor, alon; with Mr. Lankarani, leader of the Tudeh Party of Jhahi, and 
a few unidentified people had come to Pol~i-Sefid from Shahi anc had disrupted the 
communication system. According to the statenents made by Najarzadeh, these people 
were trying to prevent the chief of thet section by disruptiag comaunications with 
Firug Khu and Varsak, from coming to Sari. He stated that whey had tried to zet 
hold of the chief at previous stations but had been unsuccessful. They were 
wnsuccessful in capturing him at the Pol-i-Sefid station. Having failed, tney 
returned to Shahi and erdered Mr. ajarzadeh tocali the strike. On 12 November 19h6 
the guard rooms and «ce communications section were captured by Mr. Mahmud:, Shirzad, 
Sattar Daliri, Nasimi, and Bakhshi, #11 of whom are menbers of the workera@ union. 
The communication system was taken over by force and no one was able to obtain help. 
The workers were assembled in the woters' party club. Mr. Gudarzi informe: them 
that a train from Bandar Shah would etop at Behshahr or if it did not, they would 
stop it. Mr. Yazdizadeh had been ordered to open the rails, but he informed ¥r. 
Gudarzi it was a difficult job. Mr. Gudarzi instructed Bahran Javenbakht, a woker, 
to remove the rails; The worker refused, but he was threateried and fmally arreed 
to do so providing the rails were not in 1s section for which he was responsible. 
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and Saed Muga Divnard (Deynvard?) ertered the storehouse to get the necessary tools 
to remove the rails. The wo.sers at first refused to do the job but Javanbakht 
reminded them of the threats of Mr. Gudarzi. The workers started to walk towerds 
the rails, met the watchman and asked him for the key tocpen the reils. ‘he watchmen 
refused and reminded them the disaster it would cause. Gholam Latifi, one of the 
workers, reported this to Javanbakhi:. Javanbakht and Gudarzi instructed im to 
return and set the key by force or tiace death for his failure. Latifi co! the key 
and with the other five, opened all the screws of one rail and scattered Lhem about. 
Javanbakht then put ar. explosive neor the rail. The watchman, Bager Yukhear-beshi, 
reported the six workers! intention: to Najarzadeh, chief of district 2. Najarzadeh, 
through Yaoub Azerd, chief of the telephone office, tried to report the incident to — 
Sari, but the communication system had already been taken over. Finally, Yaqub Agari 
succeeded in sending « mesaage by avuher means. Also; it was reported thet the Union 
agents of Pol-i-Sefid, had removed the switch, taken away the sensitive ius..usents, 
emptied the water tank and extinguished the fire in the locomotive. 


At the Varasak atctior the same things happened, more or less. Hoseynpur, who 
claimed to be the leader of the Varasak Union, along with Ebrshim Azari, Malak, 
Baravath tAli Taheri and Victor Ivaoov, spectiist, and several others, at six otclock 
in the morning of 12 November 19h6, had taken over the communications syéte 1 of 
Varasak stution by armed force. After a meeting they decided to rerove gona of the 
rails. However, they later changed their minds. 

At wix o'clock in the morning of 12 November 19t6, Ahmad Shams, tnu i¢p90t chief, 
Reza Jowli, the assistant and Sholam Dub (Darb7), engineer and others seized the 
communications system of the Firug <uh station. At one-thirty P.M. on 21 November 
LOG. wher the train arrived from Tehran, there was no Locomotive for the train, 
go it was halted there. Although Ahmad Shams was ordered by t.¢ chief oi tne 
northern section to come to Pol-i-Sefid station with that train, he disobeyed. Shams 
and Reza Jow'i had not intentions other then causing donfusion .at the stition. 
According to report Number 15,8,29°12193,4003 submitted by Sergeant Gholim Reza Najis 
he was prevented from entering the communications room by the above-mentioned people 
with threats anid insults. 


These people are considered guilty for their parts played in tne reviroad 
sabotage plot. 


1. Karim Tarverdi, the supervisor of the Bandar Shah train. 

2, Hassan Rezven, the train cirector of Bandar Shah. 

3. Javad Sorkhebi, the chief of the Bandar Shan roundhouse. 

he Mostafa Laleh-Nia, shop repairman 
S, Yazdi-Zadeh, the assistans of Seotion ) at Shahi. 

é. Mahmudi, the engineer of PoleiwSafid St*tion. 

7. Nasimi, employee at Pol-1-Safid 

8. pirjan, 4 Pol-i-Safid worker 


9, ‘ALL Akbar, a Pol-i-Safid worker 
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12. Ebrahim Motadayyan, the engineor at the Bandar Shah revolving (sic) devote 
13. Zeynalabedin Sehat Bekhsh, enief repairman 

ih. Mahmud Nazarien, a motorist in the Bandar Shah shop 

15. Heydar Gudarzi, the chief of the pPol-i-Safid Depot 

16. Saed Musa, 2 Fol-i-Safid worker 

17. Shirzad, a Pol-i-Safid worker 

18. Golam, @ Pol-i-Safid worker 

19. Bahram Javan-Hekht, head worker at yol-i-Safid 

29, Ramazan, a Pol-i-Safid worker 

91, Mir Aga Mosavi, head worker at the Varasak Station 

29, Beravat !Ali, 2 Varasek itdoerant (sic) worker 

23. Hasan Hoseynpur, the leader of the Varasak Tudeb arty 

2he Melaki Komak, the accountant of Seetion 3 of Vserasak 

25, Victer Ivanov, pbuilding specialist in Yarasak 

26, Abmad Shams, the ciief of the Firus Kuh depot 

QT Gholam Dub, 6 Firuz Kuh repairman 

28. Reza Jowti, the assistant manager of the Firuz Kuh depot 
29, Ebrahim Agari, resident of Varasek, owner of 2 coffee house. 

Only throug: the efforts of the police and military agents was compiote 
destruction of ihe railroad system prevented. All testimony, evidence an. fiies 
nave been submitted. it is recommended that these guilty persons be fire for 
their part in the conspiracy. 


Finally, darage incurred in ths northern zone whici hes been reporte. in file 
Number 18909, 29/8/26, has been estimated at 6h6,67h,40 rials." 


Signed by: Lt. Gol. Vandat 
The Chief of Folice of the State 
Railway, Northern Division 1 


DID THE GOVERNMENT FACTORLES BELONG TO THE UNITED CENTRAL GOUNC LL? 


The United Central Council ruled over the national government factories. it 
used the factory buildin:s a6 Tudeh Party clubs and as reeidences for its: rembers. 
It ¢ : ent its own property and used government s ationer} 
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Number 39039,55 


The Prime Minister 


Iinportant and trgent 


Your Honor, Mr. Prime Minister: 


Cordially submitted to you is a swmary of the report by the agents cont so 
investigate the finmeoial affairs of the factories in the nerthern sectior.. 


fhe The activities and the abuses of he Tudeh Party leaders include the followings 


i. The Tudeh Party buildings in Chalus and also the homes of the Tudeh Party 
leaders were all paid out of the Budget for Factories. 


2. Profiting from the use of factory property, and also the use for tnenselvea 
of most of these properties. 


3. Taking the sum of 159 96@4»85 rials from the treasury of the silk factory 
and using it for their “wn édvancement. 


h. Yaking 13 meters of material from the silk factory workers. 
5. Using the factory press for oarty publications. 
& Using the Repair Division of the factories for repairing amuuniticn. 


7. Receiving sums from the factories uncer the title of overtime work. 
Actually no overtime work was done, 


8. Employing a group of adventurers to carry out party objectives. Theae 
people were paid from the factory budget, and this expenditure an omted 
to about 6,250,000 rials. 


9. Seizing one-half of the anount whic. should have been delivered t&« tyre 
chief treasurer. 


10. Firing and banisiing workers under different pretenses. 
ll. Using the transpertation system of the factories for party activities. 


12. RuinBig the product of tue factories, so tha: some of the silk preduced 
could not be used. 


13. Instructing the payment of aiditional wages to the workers. 
B. The Financial Sitvation of the Factories 
1. Shortage of 24,537.75 rials in the silk fectory treasury. 


2. Addition of 2,;598,10 meters of space to the storage area of the silk factery. 
Approved For Release 2001/09/07 : CIA-RDP83-00415R009900070003-2 


- hh - 


3ApprbeaeRér RelédsdO dots SCtk-RbHS6-00415R009900070003-2 

kk. Advancing money to employees and neglecting to see that it was |. ayea back. 
5. Lack of order in the workers! attendance. 

& sine workers as servants in their homes, 

7» inploying workers when they were not needed. 

8. Ruining cotton purchased for the Shahi and Behshar milis. 

oe | Pifficulty encountered by the fuctories in obtain fuel and raw rateriais. 
10. profits derived from purchasing jute for the guriny~sacks mill. 
11. Delsey by the industriel bink in meeting the needs of the factor ess 


12. Leck of supervision of employees who do not properly attend to their duties, 
and hiring engineers for the factories who were not speciaiists. 


13. Disorder in the feetories! bookkeeping end accounting. 
The ahspwerentioned facts summarize the report of the inspecters sent te 
Mazanderan to chatk the factovy situation. This report was submitted on the 


26 January 19)/ aver their return from thet region. A copy of this report has been 
sent to the Industrial and Mining Banks! 


THE HIRING AND “IFING OF WORKERS WEIS UNDER THE DiRECTION OF THE EXECUTAV. BoLkD 


The factory director not only did not have a list of the workers, he cia no& 
aven know how many people were working in 6 particular factory. The Sxecutive Board 
used to fire anyone they considerec 2 hindrance to the Party, and hire anyone they 
deemed useful for their purposes. 

The City Uouncil of Shahi 
7 October 1946 
Number 772 


Apoendix 


The iixecutive Joard of the Workers! Union cf the Fruit Cannery 
"This letter introduces Mr. Segf~Allah Rusta. We ask you to employ iim in the 
factory as soon aga pessible. Also, we state that this action should take plice 
with the assistance cf Monsieur Puin.* 
The City Couneil of Shahi 
The Council Seal 
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Local Committee of obahi 
28 October 1946 


Number 727 


The Executive Board of the Shahi weevin: Mill Union 


"Tt is necess-ry that instruction be given tc hire 18 workers. Making excuses 
in this matter will only cause trouble." 
The Provincial Committee of . hahi 
The Seal of The Tudeh Party «f Iran 
The -rovincial Committee of 
sagtern Maganderan 
Sienature 


fs the letier indicated, the Tudeh Party instructed the exeabive board tc 
take action, and intirated that deley or excuse in action would cause trouble. 


The Executive board of the 
Shahi Weaving Factory Union 
h November 196 
‘We are informing: you that Com.depe@gi, the son of Rezayov, is greatly needed 
on the Comittee of Discipline. We can profit immensely by his presence. therefore, 
you must employ this person in the sactory. If there is no room for him, make room 


py firing someone else. Hope you will not refuse this request.® 


The Chairman of the Committec on 
Discipline of the City Council 


Sipnature 


There is no indication as to wiat could be received from comrede Sersi, and 
why he was necessary «nd useful for the organizetion. 


On ordinary paper tne names of 15 people were listed; on the "margin 7 people 
from this list were checked off, and underneath that, may be seen the following 
sentence: "At present we cannot hire these people because the factery director 
has been changed. 

3/8/25 
¥, EL. Nemati 
Date 31 October 196, Numbar 63 


Appendix 
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Another example written on orficial piper. 


THE MINISTRY OF COMPERUE AND ARTS AND SULENCE 


CHART &GTORY 


Tne United Central Council, 
the Union of workers and Luburers 
of iran 
The Provincial Council of Mazandaran 
The Qunny-sack Factory of Shahi 
On the basis of our previous agreemert with the factory office, we are pre seniing 


the names of 20 people. Please instruct these concerned so that these people ray 
be given employment : 


1. ALi Hosein 12. Saed Tofin 

2. Hasan Qanari 43. ‘ALL Pde 

3. Ahmad Morteza Lh. Hamed-Allah Karin 

he Jafar Hashemi- - 25. bBiran Musa 

5, Fazlat Pahei 16. Fath-Allah ALi (also Habib-s lah 'Ald) 
Ss 'ALL Jafarzadsh 17. ‘Abbas Handi Gasem 

7. Balal Alibaba 18. Mohamad fatani 

8. Hasan Hoseyn 19. Hafez Tabmouresi 


9, Mirga Hendevaneh+Forush 20. Rahmat-Allah Heydari 
10. Getha Mohseni 2l. Kheyir-Allash Rahimi 
ll. Tuomanianas 
The Chairman of the Gilby Gouncii 
of “hahi, Borumand's Signature 
Seal of the City Gouncil o2 Snari 
If a worker did not wisn to join the union either because of tine abusive activity 
of the Executive Board or because he wes disgusted with the unioh in general, he 
would be freavened and told to give up his factory job. 
The factory director whe was himself intimidated with the threat of desuruction. 


by the Agents of the United Central Couneil, had no choice but to obey the instructions 
of the Executive Hoard ard fire the helplass worker, 
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SBAHT FOCTORY 
27 May 19k6 


Surber 266 


The Honorable Chief of the Gumny-satk Factory of Shahi 
"Jt is the decision of the board that you be requested to discharge tae 
following workers: Mr. Mahdi Mosallem, 21, weaving section workers, charged with 
robbery; and Bani Esmeil, h55, causing disorder among the workers.” 
fhe Union of the Gunny-sack | actory 


Sirned by: HamadeAllah Soheyii Tabari 


(The following memorandum was written at the bottem of tre above let er} 
ind t!:e employment above-menticned people. 
Engineer Anmadi, factory director 

27 May 19h6 


THEY RECEIVED MONEY VITHOUT WORKING 


Jn cases were the United Council or the Party assigned @ job to womeone which 
was incompatible with fectory work, the worker nevertheless would receive his wages 
for having accomplished his mission for the party. 
1& September 19he, Number 59i 
The ‘tudeh Party of Jran 
The Farmers! Union 

The Executive board ov the Fruit Cannery 

"Satd~Allah Oavari vpon orders from the Local Council of Farmers of inahi was 
engaged in a mission cn behalf of the Farmers Union of Shahi from 9-1 September 19h6. 
it is requested tuat you instruct those concerned to pay the above-mentioned person 
his wages for the time of his absence from the factory." 


The Chairman eof the Farmers inion 
or Shahi 


Amini's Seal and Signature 
copies sent to the Provincial Counoil of Mazanderan, 


1/6/25 
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Khalil Riazi and 'Ezat~-Allah Asnd~Allah were on duty in the city elecvions. 
Please see that they receive the same overtime pay for the holidays as rec olvecd 
by the other workers im the factory. 


Sioned by Mohammed Borumend 


What attitude would the United Central Council exhibit towards a union rember 
jalled fer committing # crime? 


“ould they diseontinue the membership of a worker if he was not fit to work 
or if he was known to be of undesirable character? 


With the power that the United Central Council exercised, would it pus pressure 
on the factory director for thedsmigsal of the worker? 


fhe firet part of this section we have already shown, with documents, that the 
Executive Board had forced the factory director to fire 2 workers. 


But it seems, the United Central Council had reversed its methods in he case 
of Mohemmad Mokarrami, cement factory x3 rker. who was imprisoned in the local jail 
for 12 days. In this case, besides asxang not to dismiss the worker, it demanded 
the factory pay him for the time he spent in jail. 


23/7/25 
The Executive Board of the Tehran Ceaent Factory 


"I cordially borin: to your attention the fact that I, Mohammad Ali Noiarrani, 
have been in the Police Office Prison for the past 12 days. During this peried 
my prison expense amounted to 36 tomans. I bowrowed 12 tomans to pay for small 
necessities and I had the extra expense of 34 tomans for carriage fare anc tips. 
This money was advanced to me by Mr. Mohammad Hoseyn Moharmadi and Hoseyn Yarqubl. 
The total sum of this debt is 86 tomans. Since I have no funds to repay tiese 
people, I ask the honorable autiorities to pay this sum from the union cox fers to 
the above-mentioned people. Your cooperation would be greatly appreciated. 


“Lacerelys, 
Mohammad Ali Mokarrami (Signeture) 
The Executive Board, of course do not touch the treasury money. The coffer 
money was needed for other vitel purposea. The easiest way to solve the proulem 
was to ask the factory to pay the sam out ot the covernment coffers for tne tive 
Karami was not in the factory. 
Written under Mohawad Ali Karenits letter is Kiari's instructions: 


‘This letter should be sent to the Executive Board of the Cement Factory so 
that they may take the proper steps." 


Kebari (Signature) #8 October 19h6 
The Executive Board in turn expressed its opinion in another note as veoillows: 


Compare veahaaMRe dade eotndalie - CIALRBRE ROA TERE (BHD b3-2 misuncerstanding 
he has been in Prison. For that period his wages have not been p + Please take 


steps to sce that his wages are paid. _ ho - 


Tippee Poe dase CO BBA! GRERB BSR OGAS Rdds5t0d70003-2 


The workers received money und on orders of the United Ventral Council used 
the government factories! equipment te build ammunition which they then would use 
against the rovernment. 


® January 1947 


Number 20734, Confidential 


His Excellency the Sovernor of Ostan No IL 


According to reports of the Shahi Police, Yusof Lankarani, one of the leaders 
of the Tudeh Party of Shahi and also ¢ leader of the Fedatian El'-Islam of cirab, 
has been arrested recestly by military agents after fighting with the militery forces. 
Under investigation by the Shahi Police Office he confessed to maing bombs und grenade| 
in Shahi factories under orders from Blemati and Saed Mohammad ‘ALi Abd-al-iiac. He 
stated his belief that if roverment agents went to disarm you, you must revist. 
After the investigation, the Police Office will give you a full report. 


Jae Ghicf of Police of Magzanderan 
Colonel Eealani 
(A copy of the above report is being sent to ihe Ministry of interior 


(signed) Governor of Ostan No. II, Satid Sam? 'i) 
THEY WANTED TO FLRE THE CRMENT FACTORY 


Document 25 dated 19 December 19ie. The idlitary doverng of Tehran 


Sabz tAli, the son o. Musa, Family name Sarkhabi, native of Maragheh, resicent 
of Tehran, 12th district cement factory, government house, lb years old, in charge 
of processing cement, mede this statement: 


"'Y am a member of the Workers! Urdion and . member of the Cement borkers! Upion. 
{ was obliged to enter these unions wder peneity of being fired. I have nm ver 
betrayed my country. Orce I participsted in & stop-work strike under order: from 
Samiti, when he was director. Another time the Execuiive Board told me to stop 
working end i did so. J] was obliged to do it. Firs#"I"Gid not dare disobe; anc 
second I was in charge of tre cement Factory furnece." 


Document 13 


Kazem, the son of Baji Aqa, family name Nasira'ai, 35 years old, liter: te, 
native of Babol, residert of Tehran, ¢nd district, Stadi Avenue and Fariab treet 
testified: 


When I was in the laboratory I heard they wanted to burn the factory. The 
Board of Directors was composed of Heydar Mohajer, Hoseyn Shidati, Sadr Ranjehrur, 
Ahmad SebilL and Mohsen Mohseni, all fugitives. They urged me to go along with them 
but I would not cooperate." 
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~ Sti ~ 


File NundgpdivediRbeRaldabecstOold#? CIA-RDP83-00415R009900070003-2 


fhe following is the statement o¢ gholam Hoseyn, the son of shokr<Ailea snaqeqi, 
hO years old, cement factory worker, native of Tehran. He has a wife and caildren 
and is a resident of the 2nd District, Amin-el-Dowleh Avenue and Ferasnbagii Jtreet: 

NPLLL about a year ago 4 was not a member of a party. But there came a jisy 
when I saw that even after ten years of work, they would fire me from the cement 
factory unless i entered the Tudeh Perty» 


"On Friday, when the workers were on strike, i Was on Leave. put i heard 
that they planned to burn the factory. I have no knoviledze of how ammunition is 


uged. I think the Board of Virector# is responsible for what happened. Ji 18 the 
fault of these disreputable people." 


GHAPTER V 


PROBLEMS DEMANDING ATTENTION 


1. How Did They Treat uovernment ployees? 

2, How Did They Communicate with Government Authorities? 

3. They wore Opposed tv the Hangin, of the Shah's picture. 

hk. They Seized Weapons from Government Officials 

5, The Workers were ermec 

6. "Hen and Chickens - ven and ink’ 

7. They Killed tne Police ana Disacmed Guards under esses rrotecticu 
8. were They Connected wit: any Foceign Fower? 


9, what Happened at 2irab? 
HOW DAD THEY TREAT COVERNMENT EMPLOY LES? 


The people who were protected by the Tuden party and the United Cenvrad 
Gouncil would not obey tne law. They could freely destroy the freadom of othegg. 
Tf Law~enforcement officers took steps to remove t-e chokin, nands from the threats 
of the people, trey would be abused. Discourtesy toward ,overnnent a ents, in the 
opinion of the leaders of the Union, was simply < normal action. 


fireb to Shahi 


2h October LOl¢t 
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The National Gendarmerie 
Yery Urgent 
From: Commander of the Shahi Cuard; 

"We heve been informed that ‘Abbas Afsali, an armed thief, is hiding in a mine 
in Zirab, I eitered tie mine today unarmed, but Amir Soleymani, the chairaan of 
the Mines Committee threatened me and told me if I persisted he would kill me. JI 
have armed my men and we are goinc back to the mina. We hope we will be successful 
in capturing the aboveementioned person. 


Kazemi¥ 


The unions net only disobeyed te law themselves; they even gave asylum to 
persons who were disturbine the pneace. 


"Ministry of Interior 
The National Gendermerie 
Hig Excellency, Governor of Sari, 

(Copies to Office of the Guard Reriment and First Sar4 Battalion) 

According to information received from the local workers, ‘Abbas Afzali and 
about two hundred armed men came to the Zirab Mine last night. They startod a 
denonstratich and some of the Union workers joined them. As a result of ti. gunfire, 
the people in the area were disturbet and tne whole Mazanderan area is in © state 


of unrest, it is therefore considernd necessary to arrest the above-mentioned 
person. His preeence in this area ir the cavae of -reat disturbance. 


No. 29 haptain Mosaddeci 

21 October 19))6 Commander, Shahi Guard 
nGonfidential ~Direct 

2 May 19h6 


Office of the First Company, Second Gendarmerie Reriment: 


"I am respectfully answering letter No. 1051 of 29 April 1946. At the end of 
my letter vo. 1 of 25 April 1946, I stated that the case was under investi c.tion; and 
since the letter was sant without my opinion at the time, I will sive it new: The 
second day o° the incident I went to the Polei-Safid, Pron the investication it 
became clear that a person named Hagan Sareuy ® thief, was arrested by 2 Sev: cant. 
In order to deliver the stolen sooda, the Sefzeant cane to Pol-i-Saffid and orm nt 
the thief with him. At the station, the above-mentioned theif took advants ‘¢ of the 
crowd, pulled out a knife , cut his om throat sliectly, and started to scraarn, 
"Freedom-loving people} They are tryins to kill mel" Prom the notes made ay the 
Sergeant and from my own thorourh invastiv-ation, it is clear that the thief put 
the blade to his ow throat. ‘The wounded man was immediately taken to the sospital, 
but by PORE FoF HaeASeMSdETD/OM! CHERORSIDOMTSROEIVODORGUGSA-i-Safid vudh 
Party members and workers ¢. including Nelali, Heyder Gudarzi, Mahmudi, Gorban, Mirza 


1Ali onARpnoveshFer Release 229 D2! Orb aya BalRDP St 0049 5999000 40003 Pound the Sergeant, 
took his briefcase with the notes he had prepared, insulted him, beat hin, and threw 
cnairs and tables on him. The Sergeant was wounded, his clothes torn off tim, and 
the sum of 147 tomans wes teken from him. After keeping him in the club for 3 hours, 
he was released without any clothes. Reports show that a few deys sreviousl,y the 
same man had beaten the man in chargo of the telegraph office." 


"Commander of the Second Group, First Company, Second Gendermerie Regiment: 
First Lieutenant Kazemi. 

Gircular from the Army Chief of Staff 

From the Files dated 17/1/15, Chief of Staff. 


"On 28 September 1947, when Serzeaht Maqsudi of the third police prec wnict was 
on duty at the back of the municipal buildin;-, he was wounded. At this tiie, ag 
First Lieutenant Amir Soleymani, an officer of the Khuzestan Tenth Division, was 
passing he saw the incident and came to the help of the wounded. However, a few 
of the members of the Imion pursued him and beat him upe A meeting was immediately 
called on behalf of the Governor, thr: Police and the Guards. ‘Three persons, Gholam, 
Seyd Bozorg, and Hoseyn, were recognised as the ones who had wounded the $ rreante 
They were taken to the district polire and their file was aent to the Military 
Governor. 


"On 1 October 1947 according to a vote ennounce by the Court of Justice of 
the Office of the “ilitary Governor cf Tehran, Hoseyn and Gholam were pronounced 
guilty and sentenced to prison for a period of one yeire Seyd Bozorg, a newspaver 
seller, since he had not been involved in the fight, but had only disobeyed the 
policeman, was riven three months! imsprisonment. 


We request thit in order to vrevent any future misunderstanding the -ile 
on the .bove-mentioned case be sent to the proper Army office, 


‘Major-General Razmara, Chief of Staff 


Following is a copy of the report by First Lietenant Naser Amir Soleynani: 
"Tehran Office of the Military Police: 


"I respectfully bring to your attention the fact that at 11:30 on Saturday 
28 September 1947, I, First Lieutenant Amir Soleymani, of the Tenth Khuszeatan Division 
was going past the artillery (grounds?) to the dentist, when I saw thet peosle had 
gathered and that there was a quarrel. I approached the crowd and saw that saneone 
by the name of Hoseyn Nahati was beating Sergeant Magsudi, a policeman, He threw 
Sergeant Maqsudi to the ground and started kicking him. When I saw this, 1 camld 
not stand still and watch 4 military aan be beaten in the line of duty. I was very 
upset and approached the two and interfered in the fight. However, Nahai tried to 
incite the crowd aainst me. { was miccessful in turning Mr Naha over to >oliceman 
number 176, and i sent Sergeant Maqsudi to the hospital. Unfortunately, Nsha'i was 
able to escupe and he, along with about 00 other mople, armed with clubs and stones 
atarted chasing me throurh the streets. They got hold of me in one of the streets 
and began stoning me. if 2nd Lieutenont Hasan Motim Ragm had not come to m rescue, 
i might have been killed. The workers, however, took me to their Union Clu» and 
there began beating me apain. Finally, one of their owm group interfered, iiook me 


inodent ABP NRA FPLAIRER Re LD TU | CA HIP Eee GOS 0 70d85 BIEN © whe above 
fe Liat ap the game vay. I pereny. Seanere your office take action to pwiishe 
. « =» SG = 
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HOW DID THEY COMMUNICATE WiTH GOVERNMLNT AUTHORITIES? 


fhe following Letter is self-explanatory. It shows now the leaders of the 
qudeh Party and the United Gentral Council used to correspond with Governmerit 
authorities. 
Pudeh Party Committee of iran 
The Provincial Committee of Isanan 
31 Aucust 1947 , No 4h3 

fhe Ministry of Labor and Propayanda 

Mr. Engineer Nafisi, Director General of Labor: 

“in answer to your Letter No. 69 of August 19h7, the illegal telegram wich 
you sent supporting the Southern Oil Company and annulling the finel vote Ly the 
board of arbitration, maxes you liable for prosecution under public law. it seems 
that you were not very well aware of your duties. You can be sure that tor workers 
of Iran will never give up their rights which they have yained by hard work just 
because people like you want thom to. 

Shairnan of the Tudeh rarty o: the 
jockers und Farmers of Isfahax., 


Tool Fadakar, 
TRY WER}; OPPOSED TO This HANGLe i CF TRE SHAH'S PICTURG 


From File No heh 78, chief of Staff 
Report of Colonel Dadsetan, 12 March 1946 
{he main Office of the Military Governor of Kalirosds, Roads and rorte: 

"I respectfully bring to your attention the fact that on the 20tn of this month 
at lyGO ot¢lock when [ reached Semnai, 1 saw thal they had covered all the walis 
of the station with newspapers and pictures, I asked what all teis was about and 
told them that this action was an indication of their disloyalty to the country. 

fhe Tudeh Party Leaders aroused the people ageinst me and told me tht the. 
railroad does not need a militery governor and that other pictures at the Shah 
would be taken down," 

File No. 128, Papers 128, 127, 126, and 125, of 2h December 196 


Office of the Military Governor 
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Name, Fakhri, dauzhter of Ja'far, known as Leylabadai; 36 years old, native 


of Tabriz, resident of the Government-owned avartments at the Rey Cement Plant. 


‘shout © or 7 months ago, I remember that Heydar Mohajer, Mohammed Tirvand, 
Ahmad Sebil 3 sid Amir Ahmadi were in my house. Suddenly they noticed the -icture 
o:* the Shah which was hanging on the wall. They told me to take down this -icture 
and throw it away, and to hang in its place a picture of «sss. Mohammad Tirvand 
toLd Me, "It “seems that you have becone a reactionary too.” I told myself there 
was nothing reactionary ebout this picture. All of trem told me that i had better 
take the picture off the wall because it mirht cause trouble both for ne and my 
husband. 4 was afraid and tock the picture and hid it, but now I have brou ht it 
back and it is hanrins in my recom. 


THEY SEIZED WEAPONS FROM GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 


3 January 1916 
‘lo. 12818 
Ministry of the Interior 


Confidential « Ureent 


Office of the Governor of Ostan No. IT: 


NI respectfully bring to your atzention the report given by First Lieutenant 
Katuzi, the Gommander o' the Kiesar Police Company. When said officer was coming 
to Sari from Gorgan, ten armed men of the disciplinary service of the Tudeh Party 
stopped him in Behshahr and without ay reason threatened him. They esked nin 
for his pistol. The o ficer tried to resist, but t:ey tock the gun away forcibly 
telling him that the pistol should be delivered to the Tudeh Party. 


Agadiganeh, Commander o the Gendarmerie 
Regiment in Mazanderan." 


The Chief of Police: 


t] respectfully brin: to your attention that according to the report o) the 
Shahi police, at 5:30 om 23 January 196, Semad, the policeman 2nd-grade No. 7, who 
was on duty for the Registration Office, waa returning to Shahig On the road, four 
men approached him and one of them, called Mohammad Hasan, toek him to tue Tuceh 
Party Club. After interrogating him about the mission which he was to acco plish 
for the goverrment, they tock his weapons: a pistol and six cartridges. Tey told 
him that they would return it to him later, but so far they have not done so,! 


Sari-Eslani, Chief .f Mazandersn Police 


(A copy is being sent to the Governor of Ostan No. II for ection.) 
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Sumber 1369 
confidential -direct 
Ministry of the Interior 
Confidential, Direct 
Mifice of the Governor of Ostan No. Ils 


“] respectfully invite your attention bo report No. 5576 of 21 January Lyk 
(sic) fron Bandar Gaz Gendarmerie, a copy of which is enclosed. it staves thet 
two of the policemen of Behshahr went on an assignment to the village of Ga.u ah 
Suddenly several merbere of the Tudeh Party attacked them and disarmed them. They 
have not yet returned the armas therelore we esk yor office to take steps 50 
recover tse weapons asa return them to us. 


colonel Baluch 
‘or the Mazandaran Gendarmerie Regiment 
cartilied @ trae coy < Suman. 


“seal of the Office co. the Northern 
VENGGs 


No 2832 ~ 11 November 1916 
Gonfidential Direct 
The Mazanderan Negahbani (Security) Regiment Headquarters. 


twe respectfully inferm you that Report Yo. 11022 of 1 November 196 troa the 
Shahsavar Gendarmerie Company states that the Tudeh rarty of Chalus drew a caricature 
of the director of the silk factory of Chalus and put it on the wall along with their 
weekly news letter, The chief of the local police ordered two policenen t remove 
the pictures and the letter and bring them to the office. (At this time fudeh 
Party members from Chalus hed gone t¢ Vhasavar to deliver a speech.) when sore of 
the members returned and learned of the incident, they went to tie Lecal police 
office and asked for the letter. However, the Cvief of Police sent tiem aay, 
telling tem that this wes his lunch hour and that he could not attend to this affair 
aad that they should come back at 60 o'elock. But this group of Tudeh Party 
Members wrote a formal letter of complaint to the police office of Nowshahr. & 
second group of members, meanwhile, returned to Chalus aid asked for the seme letter. 
At this time Mr. Zanganen of the police office of Nowshahr cane .c the police office 
of Chalus and convincec the leaders of the Tudeh Party that several ot ther should 
come to Nowshahr, where he said the letter now was. On the way to Nowshehr, ¢ir 
trouble delayed the men who had gone to get the letter. when the men waiting in 
Chalus saw that the two men sent to iiowshahr had not returned, they attacked the 
local pOlice office anc’ started questioning the Chief of Police, Mr. Golber. Finally, 
the Tudeh masbers began beating the Chief of Police, in the course of woic’. he was 
wounded. They took away his pistol una cartridges. But when Mr. Zanganeh returned 
after having delivered the letter to t e Tudeh Party members, he discoverei what 
had happened and sent the Chief of Police to the Hospital. 
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THe WORKERS d:R& ARMED 
MINISTRY of Interior 
(jisciplinary office) 
No. L0267 
L6h08 
11 January 19h7 
Ministry of Interior: 

"I bring to your attention the fact that the police office of Magzande: an and 
the police office oi Behshahr report that an old inglish-make rifle has been 
recovered from Sadeq Aqayani and has been delivered to the military garrison. 

| Wor the Chief of Police 
Col.Hesam Vaziri 

7251 25363 
29/10/25 Copy to Ministry of Lebor and Information. 

Actin: Minister of the Interior 

Yariduni 

L January 1947 

No. 15353, 9673 

Ministry of Interior 

Office of Justice 
Ministry of interior: 

"ZT bring to your attention the fact that the Maganderan police office sag 
reported that according to the Behshahr police office, one revolver has besn 
vecovered from a worker named Gholam, and another one from a worker named 
Mozaffar tAbbas, These arms have been turned over to the military gerriscen. 

For the Chief of Police 


Col. Hesam Vaziri." 


Approved For Release 2001/09/07 : CIA“ RDP83-00415R009900070003-2 


Approved For Releap.20AHO8(0%c CA-BOPIRP-BAA 1514909900070003-2 


The directors 0: the United Central Council had special code words wi.ch they 
used among themselves. for example, weapons wer called hen and chickens” «cr "pen 
and ink." The following letter was written by Eskandar Sarabi to lr. Keshevere. 


22 fpril 1947 
Dear Comrade Dr. Keshavarss 


"Since, according to the decision cf the United Council I must ce:iver ail the 
equipment to Mr. Sadegina, please give the pen and ink to Mr. Sadegina. 


ugkandar Sarabi¥ 


Below is 2 cocy of the minutes cf a meeting which was written with pencil 
on ordinary pacer, 


Minutes of a Special Secret Meeting: 


On wednesday, the special meetirg was called and ..... was discussed. ‘The 
following decision wes reached, After nominations were made, three person. were 
selected who said they were ready to dcliver the hen and chickens. Some 6 ‘he 
comrades were of the opinion that these articles should be transported eit..er by 
train or by Council car. Since there was no immediate means of delivery, .t was 
decided tha’. the articles will oe delivered when the Council needs them. ‘‘he 
articles are in the cuetody of Vali, Tavakol, and Bahadori, 


(Signed) Mtagumi, Bahadori, Al -hmadi 
and two others." 


KILLING POLICE AND DLGARMING GUARDS UNDER. ...PROTECTION 


From the study of the reports of the governor and of the police of Mazanderan 
concerning the incidents of 22 Ordibehesh 1325 (12 May 1916) at Chalus, it becomes 
evident that the leaders of the unions and the Party used to et help from a foreign 
power in the ‘ight against their own countrymen. 


It is true that the foreign pow r had no legal right to interfere, ani that 
4t did refrain from direct interferences; but the plans of those who wanted to 
create unrest were such that outside help was a necessity. 


The report below indicates that provocateurs, in order to profit from tue 
pressure of a foreign army used to soot -----~- soldiers, thus obliging soliiers 
of that power to intervene. 


No. 1965 - 27 April 19h6 
tyour Honor, the Governor of Ostan No. Ii: 


'y respectfully bring to your astention the report of the situation at vhalus, 
which 1 have personally investigated. Wounded guards, officers, policemen and the 
manager of the Hotel Chalus were interrogated. The investigation shows that Zia! 


Almutd, tis ARAFPBE RCicwle JUODTOY SCM RISET GRARRITRABTANGE SES Oe 
Ee 


arrive OP Re Loe Be REEF eee ee BR oot Tea eS fmti started 

to spread false propaganda amon: the workers of the silk factory. It shouid alse 

be noted that for quite a while the sroup of workers had been coming to Chalis from 
Azerbaijan. Some of these workers had jobs, but cthers were idle and were continually 
travelling between the citiea. 


"Part of the above-mentioned conpany, which had been sent to Chalus, nad camped 
about 7 kilomters from Chalus and a 2art was quartered in the local police office 
of Chalus, since most of the local barracks were taken up by <------ soldiers. (Name 
of foreign power is omitted throuzhout.) The local police office was logeted opposite 
the hotel where the «<-<«-8. soldiers were billeted. 


At 4:30 on the 22nd of the current month, 4 grow: of workers, after leaving 
the factory, rode on a bus and sang 3ongs in Turkish. At the same time Zia! Almuti, 
the leader of the Shahsavar Tudeh Party; Mr. Hoshengi, leader of the Nowshahr Tudeh 
Party; and Mr. Mirshab, another official of the Nowshahr Party met in the telegram 
office building, Mr. Mirshab, who was suspiclens o* Major Samandari, spoke Aarshly 
to him and insulted hin. The workers, who had beén singing and had gone to Nowshahr, 
returned to Chalus. At this point a person named Saberi, who was drunk, started 
insulting the policemen and tried to incite the workers against the lLaw-~er.forcement 
orficers. wUietenant Zamanian tried to seatter the crowd and the workers, out he 
wae not successfuls instead the workers started attacking the soldiers, Lieutenant 
Fuladvand, the commander of the company which had come to Chalus, wert to vhe seene 
of the disturbance and ordered the Tudeh Party members to leave. w#hen they refused, 
he ordered hig men to fire a few shets in the air in order to scatter the crowd. 
As soon as the Tudeh members heard the shots they started shouting that they did. 
not need any police in Chalus and thit the police should .et out of thera right away. 
At this point, Tudeh Party members fired several shots from vehind the palice station 
in the direction of the auartera of the --«---- soldiers. These soldiers in ediately 
rushed out of their quarters and begin firing with automatic rifles. &£ dispatch 
wag at once sent to Newshahr saying that there wes shooting in Chalus and the Major 
Samandari was to come at once. Major Samandri sent a sergeant and 12 policenen to 
Chalus, but when they tried to get out of their truck, they were fired upen from all 
sides. Several of the policemen were wounded and the crowd fled to the nearby woods. 
According to reports, three policemen were killed, nine were wounded and cne was 
missing. Of the workcrs, cne was killed and one was wounded. 


Ziat Almuti has taken away 12 rifles from the persons wounded or kilied. in 
addition to that, he has robbed the local police station of six rifles anc severt. 
eartridres. 


According to the reports received, Ziat Al uti has returned five of tre six 
rifies and some of te other stolen articles. 


I have ordered that the 15 peopie who were arrested and released without their 
clotes be supplied clothing from the budget cof the 15th Regiment. When Mirshab was 
questioned, it beca'e evi-jient, that Mirshab was well informed on the whole incident. 
He cave and told Colonel Moshiri, th: Lieutenant Colonel, and myself all the details 
of the incident. It was decided that Mr. Mirshab and the Lieutenant Colorel should 
come to the capital to ¢ive their revorts in person to the Prime Minister, If there 
should be any further developments, I shall communicate with you imiediately. 


Colonel Azadiganch 
Commander of the Mazanderan 


srudarmerde 
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WER THEY CONNECTED WLiTR ANY FOREIGN POWER? 
The following is taken from the report of the investigation of Mohammad 
porumand, the First Secretary of the Workers! tnion of Shahi and the secretary 


of the Provincial Council of Mazanderarn, dated 12 December 19h6. The materi: i is 
in Borumand's handwriting. 


"Following are theremes of the people who were connected with the forei;n 
authorities of «---8e, (Some of them were actually spies.) 


1. Ali Ahangari, special agent 

2. Yad-Allah itIsazedeh 

3. 'in-Allah Mlamati 

\. Mohammad Ruhi 

These men used to wear «-««.=- medals. if they wanted to frighten anyone, 
they would dliver that person to the foreign power authorities of «-<---, Labelling 
the victim a fascist and sn enemy of tie government of +-----." 

in another part of the report, he writes, "I left the house and after i reached 
the circle, I saw 'Aziz Hashemizadeh stending there as if waiting for someone. «t 
that instant a black automobile stopyad in front of the Sovtrans ofrice and “r. 
Lankarani opened the door. Safai, Lan'cerani, and iskandari, along with Mr. Hashem« 
zadeh went up the stairs and into the office. I asked Hashemzadeh what was ;oing 
on. He answered that the Consul of -~~=-» and the special secretary were coming 
here to talk with the above-mentioned »eople. I said goodbye to Hashemgjadeh and 
went home. ‘hen these people returned, I do not know. If you ask Mr. Hashenzacdeh , 
he might be able to tell you. All I know is the next day Mr. Lankarani was very 
busy and that Mr. Eskandari and Safati went to Babol." 


At his interrog:tion on 8 January 1947 Yusef Lenkarani gave tne following 
answers to the following cuestions: 


"Ouestion: What is the name of the Consul to whom Iraj Esxanderi and Satati. talked? 
Answer: I. don't know his neme, but he is the Consul of «-=--= in Sari. 
Question: You were ordered to "o to Zirab after meeting this person? 


Answer: The meeting was at night. The next day, Eskandari, in this same roa 
whic: is now the office of the governor, ordered me to go to Zirab." 


fhe above “aterial is in agreement with the telegram below, which was nent on 
§ January by the Governor of Ostan No, Ii to the Ministry of the Interior: 


MINISTRY OF iNTERIOR 
Copy of Letter Number 2,087 
Dated 8 January 197. 


ngonfidential 
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A : 

"ACCO yoved Far Release cod UN 3 PUAsRPRSS-0044 GRP 99AMETHOOB,2tne ieruer af 
the Shahi Tudeh rarty end the head of the Fedatyan group of Zarab, has bee: arrested. 
During investi, ations et toe Shahi Police Stetion, he confessed to the “ol: owing: 


‘One night before centralizing the Fedafyan group in Zirab, Iraj bskaderi had 
a meeting with Abd-al-f2heb Fedati, editor of the newspaper Safa, and with the Consul. 
After this meeting, Eskandari instructed Mohamad Borumand and me to tuke the workers 
who were armed and all available ammnition to Zireb and ther. to await further 
instructions, J was in Zirab for a while; but finally I wrote « letter to Ira; 
fskandari in Tehran, anc asked hin for farther instructions. A letter cam back 
saying, "Stey there and try to resist the government agents if they try tc disarm 
you. '* 


Yusof Lankarani has also coniessed to making bombs and grenades at tio ~aai 
factories vpen instructions from Hoseyn Netmati and Seyd Mohammad 'ALi Abc ~al-Haqs 


Any further results of this investigation will be reportcd 4S Suol at Lacy 
are available. 


The Chief of the Masanderan ; oLice 
Col. Sari-Eslani, 9,515,  yanuery 19h7 


" A copy of the eboveementioned repert is being sent to the “inistry o: tic anterior. 
| The Governor of the Ostan No. ii 
Satyed Samiti 
This is a trve copy o° the original." 


Accordins to statements made by Megaieurs Lankarani and Borunand, & isUng 
had taken place in the iran-Sovtrans building in Shehi between the Consul, iroj 
Eskandard and Abd~al-Saheb Sattai. Very serious action took place in Zirab ater 
this meeting: 


CAT HAPPENED AT ZIR‘B? 


In Mazanjeran, as in Azerbaijan, the workers wanted to create @: auLlouonous 
state. 


There are unimpeachable documents at hand that con:irm the relationsnip of the 
self-governing commnity of Azerbaijan, the Tudeh Party and the United Central Council 
All the demands for enalysis of problems of the Democratic Party of Azerbaijan were 
aupported by the newspapers attached to the Tudeh Party and the indied Gentrel 
Council. 


Mr. Ardeshir Avenesian, in an article called, "Five Years of work, ifedi, and 
Fight, which wes in the Special Issue 829 of the newspaper Rahbar, writ.s the 
following: 


At Last, our hope and good beginning is Azerbaijan. The {Tudeh rarey o: ifan 
rendered a great service to t. is province by organizing the Democratic Porty of 
Agerbeijen. it laid a stron. foundation for the fight for freedom. In no other 
place was the fight as stong 4s 4% was indzerbaijan. The masses have seen greatlosss. 
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If it had not been for the democratic movement in Azerbaijan, the goat or freedom in 
[ran would have been in danger. it is not clear what would heve happened to che 
goal of independence for Iran. This is considered one of the strong fortresse: of 
the freedom of Iran. Here is 8 preat and fundarental bulwark." 


Since the denceratic party of Azerbaijan was to aid the United Central council 
and the Tudeh Party of Iran, they wantei to have the sare set-up in Magzendaré 13 tne 
most sensitive point in Iran. 


The plans were to cut communication from Maganderan to the center in Zirab, 
and then continue with their activities. The description of the Zirab incident 
is given in the statements made by Mohasmad Borumand and Hoseyn Lankarani, the 
chairman of the Provincial Finance Comittee of Mazanderan. 


tThe Statement of Mohammad Borumand: 


After Iraj Eskanderi and Abd-al-Seheb Safa'i arrived in Shahi, very man; people 
came to see them. when tae people were gone, they gatherec in the room of the United 
Workers Council, and Safati said to Lankarani, tNow is the time to become active’. 

Mr. Lankarani motioned to Yr. Safati nct to talk. After this, they all went te Lunch 
at the house of Dr. Hasanalizadeh, head of the weaving mill. The follewing jeovle 
were present at the dinner table: Iraj Faendari, Safa'i, Lankarani, Boruman, inzineer 
Farkhian, and Dr. Hasanalizadeh, After lunch Mr. Eskandarl talked about tie situation 
in Iran and said, tAzerbaijan wants to fight the Central Government, and we rust pe 
very careful here in Mazanderan. In general, the Government doesn't care for us, and 
doesntt want us to have a representative in Parliament.' Later, Safe'i said, 'I am 
going te Sari in car 308. I will send the car back for you to come there am. stay 

in my house for several days.' Eskandéri accepted the invitation. 


fafali left for Sari, and the next day Eskandari went there in or jU8. £sxandari 
was not welcomed by the people in Sariy therefore, he returned immedetely to Ghahi. 
when I went to Dr. Hasaneligadeh's house about 6 ofclock, I saw Lankarani trikin: to 
Eskandari who was very nervous. Since I did not know wiat had been soing on, i asked 
them and tiey told me the above story. Mr. Lankarseni. added that the people co.la not 
have done such a thin: by themselves; it must ha¥e been work by the oppositicn. 
after staying there for en hour, 1 tolsi them | would like to go home anc go 10 bed 
since I hed not slept the nicht before because of the strike." 


“he next day I came back to the Workers! United Council. 1 saw thet "r. Sarati 
had returned from Jari, people were caning and oing as on the previous day. About 
6 o'clock in the evening, Colonel Davalou came to see Mohandes sskandani, the cis~ 
ciplinary avent of the factories. Mohundes Eskandani accompanied Colonel Devalou 
to the house o% Hassanalizadsh and then vo the room where Iraj Eskandari was. Myre 
Uskendari instructed us 11 to leave the room; Lankarani, Hassanalizadeh, Mo.ances 
Fakhrian and I left the room. After about 2 hours of conversation, Mr. Safaii entered 
the room. I followed him with Mr. Lankarani, the director of the Sahi factory, and 
his assistant after me. Colonel Davalou (Dowlu?) inquired about the beating of two 
soldiers at this time. I told him that, I would see that the ,uilty persons were taken 
to the lecal police. The Colonel asked -¢ about some of the workers. 1 angivered, 
twith your permission, I will come to your office at Shahi and report the whole case.! 
I hoped, by this means, to see the Colonel alone in order to speek to him about 
the recent hacpenings. However, after the Colonel left, my comrades reveale! that 
they did not like the ideas they were very angry at me and seid, tSince the situation 
in Semnan is not very good, we would Like you to go there.'t Then we left th: nouse. 
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Mr. Safati Aormath€pr Retehsel 260 ¢/08707'! Sha i sQini bo diets 
if Colonel Davalou's soldiers are in Hlacupn be vlc i FIRGHOUGOH TERESA eeieus. 

When we reached the strees near the circle, 1 saw Hashemzadeh as if waitin: for 
someone. A car stopped near the iran-Sovtrans office and Lankarani opened the door. 
i saw a few people enter the office pbuilding. Mr. Hashemzadeh, Safati, Eskandarl, 
and Lankarani went to the same office. When I asked Mr. Hashemeadeh who those »cople 
were, he told me that it wes the Consul and his secretary. ‘They had came to lave 

a meating with the above-mentioned femglonen « The following day, Mr. Lankarani 

was very active, and Safafi and Bekandari went to Babol." 


"I also saw Mr. Amir Bahram and fyn-Allad Nemati telking to the workers. 1 
became very suspicious, followed them, and saw them talking to another man. It 
was ati this time I realised they were making amuunition. Mr. Pahlavan delivered 
the ammunition to Amir Bahram and told tiem to move it to Zirab. LI left they went 
home, and told my wife 1 was goin, to go out of town for 8 hours. 1 returned ard 
joined Mr. Pahlavan at a place Were ne informed me that some policemen were watching 
my house. They put the ammunition in the ambulance and left tve town. Aftex 4 
Left them, 1 went toward the fruit cannery and then left town with the factory car. 
On the read { saw the ambulance parked. Mrs Lenkarand arrived with a car andi they 
put all the ammunition from the anbulance into the car and started towards Zirab. 
About 6 o'clock Amir Bahram arrived with the other part of the ammunition toward 
the mountains where there some workers and Mr. Lenkarani sterted spreading propa, anda 
amon, the workers. I got a chance to teil the workers that it wes false prowa anda 
and they shouid mind their own busin sis. . The following day, I approached Licutenant 
Ratef and asked where the Colonel was. ‘the Lieutenant informed me that the Colonel 
had gone to Tehran." 


Not finding the Colonel, [returne’ to Shahi. At this time Mr. dafati, who 
had gone to Tehran, returned and asked mc what [| was doing there and why I hed not 
gone to Tehran. He informed me that I might be arrested and that 1 should leave 
town as soon as possible. I told him i did not care if they arrested me. I couid 
prove that I had not molested anyone anc that i was innocent. I left him anim 
my way to the house of mgineer Qoharian, iL mat Mohsen Keshavarzi who also inforned 
me that it would be advissble for me to leave tam &3 B00n a5 possible. However, 

{ did not pay any attention and went to Engineer Qoharian's house. The next day 
when I was lunching, the police and military personnel came and brought me to the 
police station. 


wThis is all I know. if you wish, you can ask the aboveementioned persona 
and see that whatever I have stated here is true. if 1] am guilty, then I ar 
subject t punishment." 
"fhe Statement of Hoseyn Larimrani: 
13/10/25 


Oo - Give your full name 


A « Name, Yusc} Son of boseyn; Lankareni - Native of Resht; 32 years old; Subject 
of iran. 


Q « How lon., has it beer since you lett Resht? 


A ~ LT left Resht in 1312 (193h-1935) end entered the air corps. 
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4 = They had advertized for volunteers; s0 i put in an application and was accectsa. 
@ - Who Was your guarantor? 

4 - They did not want any one as guarantcr. 

@ - How long were you in the service? 


A ~ I served until the year 1321. (1942-1913). 


a 
{ 


Why did you leave the service? 

A ~ Since I had only enlisted for 7 yeart, my service ended. 

Q ~ after leaving the service, what sort of job did you have? 

4 = I used to bring coal and wood from Mazanderan to Tehran and sell it. 

Q = How long did you do this? 

A = [ did this for about 2 years; then, in the mcenth of Bahman 1323 (Jan.-Feb. Lobh-h5) 
{ started receiving a salary from the Tudeh Party. 

) = Where did you join the Tudeh rarty? 

A ~ I joined the Tudeh Party in Tehran. 

Q « tho were the ones that recommended you to the Tuden Party? 

A < Those whe want to enter the Tuden Pvarty must know two peopie who are menbers aid who 
will recommend thes to the party. Tie two people who recommendec me were Asad=ALLah 
Bahar and Dr. Radmanesh. 

9 » What salary did you receive? 

A « When £ first entered the Tudeh Party, 1 was a member but L had my own job se.iing 
wood and coal. I had tiis job for avout 2 years; but, upon insistence of «han Yabari, 
I started receiving pay from the Party. My salary was 500 tomans per mont. 

G~ Where did Ehsan Tabri put you to wor? 

A - In Sari. He made me the Chairman of Financial Affairs of the Provincial ( orrsittee 
and I worked for the Provincial Committee. 

© »« How many persons comprised the Provincial Committee, and what were their ramse? 

A = Up until the month of Ordibehesh 1325 (April-May 19)6}), Mr. Tabari was the caairman 


of the ,rovincial Committee. ‘The seme month, the membership increased to i1 people, 
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Mohammad Zaman rahlavan, itbrahim GoLestan, geyd brahim Hashemzaden, fartin ( arukuianlay 
Rbrahim Saheli, and one persen in yol-i-Safid who was & member of the vedlrogi.se Lt 

nas been about 5 or 6 months since he left the Tudeh varty. i do not renembec .is 
TIGMe@ s 

what kind of activities did the people engage in in this comnitice? 

fhe jobs were so divided thut each perscn was doing something gifferent. diredi: 
colestan was responsible for propaganda. Mohumiad Zaman Pehlaven and Mohameay4 jasl 
were responsible for organization. fe jajadi, Sefati, and Pahlavan were on tha 
executive board. Seyd Ebrahim Heshemstdeh and Martin and sorahim Saheli were just 
wembers of the committee. They tid not save any specific job. 

what wes the purcose of the executive board? 


fhe purpose of the executive boara was to carry out wne wiil of tic ragority. ney 
algo used to direct the secretariat of tie Frovincial Committee. 


What types of decisions tere made woici: these > persons were COMMdeo Lune: UG one utes 


These 3 people were tne iiaison betweer the Connittee and the various cifices. iney 
would do this work. 


You mentioned your job a: being responsibie for the financial attairs ci tie Gotdsltvee. 


Would you please state whet tne financial section of the Committee means? Wwiat 
was it? 


All the property of the Party as weli is tie monthly budget of in: rarby wab Wikacr 
my control. i had to atvend to wil those who used to get paid by the lurty. if 
there was any need to buy something, I used to buy it. 

What was the monthly budget of the i arty? 

About 10,000 tomans. 

Wet was the source of this mcney? 

Mostiy from the Central semaittee of Tehran and sometines fron Local income. 

{ understand about the Centrel committee of Tenran. «nat ao you mean vy Load dconice 
The Committee had 3 trucks and we used to transport coal from Kaland nua te Migiide 
This was one source of income. until the month of Tir (June-July), moit of the noney 
used to come from Tenran. Afterwards tne budget was cub, and instead we reied only 
on locai income. 

How much money did the Committee make through these enterprises? 

About 60,000 - 70,000 temans, which the Committee spent ail of it. 


At the time of your arrest, now sucn honey dda you have? 


{ had 2,820 rials. 
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A - J was stationed in Shahi. 


Q ~ If you were station in Shahi, whut were you doing in Zirab? 


A - I left Shahi because one day lraj Zskandari told me and Mohanmad Borman! to 


leave Shahi and go to Zirab, He told us that we might get arrested Since we 
had weapons. Therefore, 1 went to ’ahlavan's house and asked him for the 
ammunition. I told him to load the truck and leave for Zirab. Then 1 went 

to the house of Ebrahim Saehli because some of the ammunition and money wis in 
his house. I received the money from his sister-in-law, but could not get the 
ammunition. it was in the cellar, cand Saheli himself had gone to Tehran. ih 
the evening, I arrived in 7irab. Pahlavan and some of the workers arrived @er 
in Zirab with ammunition. After 1 had stayed thae a few days, i received a 
messace from askandari teliing me tiat i should stay in Zirab until he sent 
further instructions from Tehran. -¢ stayed in Zirab and were lodged areund 
the mines. ke had to be separated into 3 groups. Some of us stayed at Mr. 
Farahmandi'ts howe near the mine; some af, us stayed at the room of the directx 
of the mine. One day the soldiers sume ahd we started to retreat into the woods. 
When we heard the soldiers firing gums, we were already quite far from that 
place. “e escaped to Kerdabad and in Kordabad Mr. Seyd Ali Kordabadi hal»ed us 
to find a courle of guides to lead 1s toward Shahi. we then went to Gavb.ind, 
and in the woods found a couple of 10uses. we stayed there} some of tha sorkors 
from Zirab there too. Altogether, we numbered about 34 people. Sore of us 
came to Sorkh Kala, Seyd Jalal was arrested, but I managed to escape. ome 

of the workers were separated from us. Those who went towards Babol gave their 
ammunition to us» That is, to ssy, we were 9 people with 11 rifles. «a nid 
the rifles and moved towards ihirga:. when we saw the police approaching, we 
lodved near Shirgah and sent someon: to bring us news. Wwe escaped in the 
direction of the woods, but lost of our companions. Anyway, Mr, Afzali and 
Satyed Ali Akbar said they ware goiig to heed toward the sea, i decided to 4, 
toward the sea, i decided to go towird Sari. ‘when I got to Sari, I went io 

the house of a relative of mine, cailed Larijani. Mr, Larijani and his wife, 
whe is my cousin, were not at home, but the servant let me in. When he ¢:rived 
Larigani was very upset by my presence. i bezged him to give me some focd, at 
jeast, since I had not eaten for days. He fed me although he told me to leave 
his house as soon as possible. 1 left the place and 10 days later the gcvernment 
agentes arrested me. 


Q «- when you entered Larijanits hcuse, what type of weapon did you have? 


A 


Q 


~ 


§ 


I had no weapon in my hand since 1 ieft the one 1 had in Shirgah. 


What is the name of the place whera you stayed in chirgah, end where you 
left your pistol? 


I de not know the name of the person at whose place we stayed. [t was thore, 
however, that they arrested Izadi and the others. 


who was the original owner of the pistol which you had? 
The pistol was purchased by Assad-Allah Bahar from Tehran. 
Was it bought or was it just sent to you? 
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All the weapons which you mentioned you and the others hid somewhere on your 
escape route. Did you get them bt ck? 


Yes, the agents gathered them together. 

With whor did Iraj Eskandari cone to Shahi? 

Iraj Eskandari came to Shahi with Abd-al-Haji Safa'i. 

Did thease two people come there from Tehrsén? 

Yes. 

Whe else came along with fiskandar:. and vafali? 

Just these two came. 

Did they come to shehi after this mine incident or before? 
They came to shahi a couple of days before the mine incident. 
Did Eskandari and Safa!i come te whe mine? 

No. 

4t that time, were you in Shahi o- at the mine? 

— was in Shahi. 


What kind of instructions did you get in person when you were in shahi’ 


~ He told me to go to Zirab and walt for fyrther instructions. The nignt bofare 
I left the place, Safati, in thia same récm of the Governor!s offices, toid me 
that the car of the Consul in Sari was going to be in front of the iran-Sovtrans 
Building. It was the same night that Colonel Lavalou talked with Eskan dari 
about the soldiers. After he left, all of us - Safa'i, Eskandari, Boruxsand and 
i - approached the club. It was then that the car arrived and the above~aention: 
people entered the club. However, Mr. Borumand and | went home; the nect day 
we received instructions to leave for Zirab immediately. 


Q» Before leaving, did you ask iskandari what your duties in Zirab were %c¢ ba? 


- He told us to gather all the ammunition and take it there, form 4 point cf 
resistance and weit for further instructions. 


| ~ In what place did you form your point of resistance? 


- we formed our resistance in 3 peints: One at Farahmand's house, one at tae 
office of the mine, and the other at the top of the mine. 


( « Under whose supervision were these three points? 


~ Farahmandits house was under the supervision of Amir Bahram. The office was 
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i actually did nct see the cer then it approached. I just saw Safati, i:skandari, 


and the two people enter the iren-Sovtrans Building. Then 1 immediately went 
homes 


How many Shahi rifles did you téke to Zirab? 
Altogether we had about 30 rifles. 
How many hand pistols did you tke? 


There were many. ach worker hed one which he had bought with bis ow: money. 
The rifles were bought with the money of the Organization. 


How did you transport the ammunition to Zirab ? 


Mohammad Borumand and Pahlavan transported it by truck belonging to tre 
Organization and brought it to the mine. 


Did they bring it in the daytime or at night? 

in the daytime. 

Did the truck come near the top of the mine or did it wait st the botvom? 
it came to the house of Farahmandi, near the top of the mine. 

In whose house was the ammunition unloaded? 

fn Farahmandits house. 

who were tne driver and the rider: in the truck? 


Mohammad Borumand, rahlaven, Ne'mati, Amir Bahram, and a few otners. These 
persons should be asked about tre identity of the others. 


Did the director of the mine, Banman Shivati, know anything aoovt ali tnis? 
He knew thot an armed group had entered the mine. 

Did Shivati used to come to the Committee? 

He used te come to Shahi . 


Pid he used to Feet Erkancdari’ 


shen uskandari cane here, all tie engineers and the managers of all tue factories 


came to see him 


fhe daily wage of the mine workers, which totaled about 50 thousand rials, was 
deducted. How was it spent? 


it was given to buy ammunition in Tehran. Before the ammunition was oocaat 


this incident happened. 
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It was deducted all over Iran, and the money was sent to Tehran. ‘The deduction 
at the 7irab mine was made by Faréhmand and others. 


who was 'Ali Akbar Farahmandi? What was his position? What make weapor did 
he have in his hand? How many cartridgea did he have? Where did he agcuire 
this weapon, and why did he have it? 


‘Ali Akbar Farahmandi was the chairman of the Party and of the Mine Workers! 
Union. He personally had a rifle, and everyone xnows thet he owned 100 cartridge: 
Onee he even asked me for some cartridges. I believe that he had a pistol which 
he had provided for himself. He eased to tell everyone that we should have 
weapons. 


Who was the chairman of the Zirab Committee? 
'Ali Akbar Farahmandi. 
Was this Committee a secret one or was it not? How many members did it neve? 


It was not secret. in Mazanderan se did not have any secret committees. ALL 
these happenings that you know uboat took place by the vote of tha majority. 
The members of the Zirab Committee numbered 9 or 11 people. iI remember 4 few 
of them: Asghar Hashemi, Fath-Allad Siahi, Ise Magheri. 1 do not remanber 
the rest since the Committee was organized in 7irab. 


Please identify the following people: 'Ezsat Babati, Ekhtiar Shir Mohamad, 
Abd=Aliah Razaqi, Salim Hashemi, and Asghar Hashemi, Khalil tAlizadeh. [n what 
capacity did they serve the Party? what were their ectivities? 


These people whom you name were elihor members of the Committee or members of 
the Investigation Committee. tEzaat Babati was the provisions agent; Bkhtiar 
Shir Mohammad and the others were ictive. They managed the activities in “irab. 


Who organized the wark and geve th: orders? What were the duties cf the acents? 


The orders were carried out by the disciplinary azents. They numbersd avout 72 
people. The founder of this croup was Ebrahimeadech. 


Who were the following people and what were their duties? Mahmud Rahmati, 
Hojjat-Allah Khalkhali, and Ebrahin Tag1? 


They asked us te buy ammmition s@-ing that they were threatened by some people 
and that the police were helping these people. It was for this reason we took 
money fron the workers and sent it to Tehran to buy aver nce? but we nover 
received the ammunitLon. 


Where did the two automatics come “rom? 


One automatic was bought by Hoseyn Nuri from Gaavan and the other wes vought 
in Tehran and sent to us by « chauffeur named Avaz,. 


Altogether how many Fedatis were there in “irab? 


Most of the workers of Fedali and the disciplinary agents wure the ones who 
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q ~ Ident: y the following gentlemen: aAfzali, Nariman, Seyd Ali Eslami, ¢ja Bala 
Izadi, Hoseyn Mohaunad 'Al4. Why did they have weapons? What kind of weavons 
Did they have? And why wore they hiding with you in the woods? 


A ~ Afuali was the chairman of the Farmers! Union. Ag@ Bala Izadi wes the secretary, 
whe was receiving a salary of 1,500 rials. Nariman was & worker from Shahi. 
Hoseyn Mohammed Ali was a foreman in Zirab. Afzali and I went to the woods when 
the soldiers started to fire at ua and these people were in the woods, As to 
the weapons, they had their ow versonal Weapons. Neither the Orgsnigition 
nor { had anything to do with it. 


S 


~ Why did this incident teke place in 74rab? 
A ~ #e went to Zirad upon inatructions fron Iraj Eskandari, 


“ ~ [ mean why did such en incident happen? Were you ordered to attack th: secur Lty 
forces and upset the principles of the constitution and the internal sncurity? 


A ~ We went to Zirab upon instructions from Iraj Eskandari, He told us te stay 
there to resist anc| to wait for further help. The instructions from tie Central 
Committee in Tehran came and saicl, tDon't do a thing. Just wait.! Fo: this 
reason, we moved tewards the woos and separated when the soldiers cam: there. 
fhe soldiers put their weapons down partly of their own volition and partly 
upon instructions from Hashemi. 


Q - What happened that caused you to hideall the weapons in the woods? Whit did 
you do with the owners of ammunition? What kind of instructions «cre they given? 


A - When this incident took place ané when we were in the soods, we ran into the 
workers of Zirab who were very werried about their families. Finally, we decided 
that no matter what happened they must return to Tehran, at Least to sive their 
families because many people we would meet in the woods would tell us 2.11 kinda 
of stories; such as, they are killing your wives ard children and takin: ail 
your property away, 


Q ~ On that particular evening, why did Iraj vskandsri and Abd-Al-Haji Safati go 
to the Iran-Sovtrans Club? Did they have such an arrangement all the time, 
or was the meeting unplanned? 

A~ IL really don't know anything about what kind of arrangement they had. ‘is I 
told you before, I just saw them zoing to the Club with the Consul. I jo not 
know whet the reason was for this meeting. 

Q ~ Who in Shahi gave the instructions to the workers in 7irab? 


A ~ As f told you befora, Mr. Iraj Esicandard ordered Borumand and me to take all 
the important and armed workers to 7irab and wait for further instructions. 


0 - Did he tell you through whom he was going to instruct you later? 


fii ~ I sent him a letter by Mir Aca Hashem. Ho answered and told us te wait. i 
read the letter to /fzali and Amir Selymani and then we tore up the lether, 


Q ~ How and where did you receive the letter? 
A ~ I received it through Mir Aga Hashem in Zirab 


&D. 
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gskandari, Safati and the Consul? 

It was after the meeting that [raj iskandari gave me orders. 

Did the group that cane to Zirab from Shahi nave grenades too? 

Yes. hen Pahlavan came, he brought all the grenades toat wore in Shahi. 

How many grenades did he bring? 

I don't know the number of grenades. Maybe Zolfaqeri, Mahmudi who was in cnerge 
of the ammunition, knows. All I know is that the container of the grenades was 
very heavy. we took a few of them and the rest we gave to Farahmandi to iide 
in the mines. He hid them with the help of Mahmud Khandani. 

Have they recovered tie grenades ani the two trunks of cartridges? 

I think they have fouad them. 

How many of tne grenades cid you teke? 


The workers took a couple and we hid them in the same place whure we had nidden 
our weapons after we retreated to the woods. 


What was the purpose of taking the grenades? 

They were part of our arms. 

what was the purpose of such a weepon? 

It was part of our arms, and our purpose wes to tnrow them, 
bid you have orders to throw grenades? 


Nobody had ordered us to throw them, but it is obvious that at a tine of 
resistance, grenades are maant to be thrown. 


Who was providing the grenades? 

The: were made by 'tAbbod Haq, who was at the weaving mill. 

Where were they prepared? 

tabbed Hag would prepare the outside cases of the grenades in the weavin: mill 
and then Pehlaven would take them home and fill them. They used to get dynamite 
from Zireb. 

Who had ordered them to prepare these? 


Pahlavan and Sahali used to prepare them, but 1 gave orders only once. 


If they had elready been prepared by the avove-mentioned persons, why di 
you order some more? 


« The ones thet had been prepared weve used in catching fish, 
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A - Amir Bahram and Pahlavan know the number. 


G - Who gave the rifle to Aqa Hala Izacdi? 


70 to 80 cartridges, 
( = How much ammmition was there in the truck which carried the ammmition 
to Zireb? How many large or small weapons? How many grenades? 


A - Pahlavan and Borumand brouyht the truck from Shahi to virab. Amir Bahram 
and Zolfaqari who took the weapons and ammunition should kniw the amount. 


( - When the weapons were brouzht to Zirab, to whom were they givenr by 
whose orders were they diviled? 


A - The workers who came from 3hahi already had weapons. About 3 rirles 
were given to Nlemat-Allah Yuof and 2 to Amir Soleymani. 


Q ~- Is it true thet all 30 of the people who had taken a defensive ,osition 
were armed? 


= 
' 


They all had weapona, some rifles and some revolvers. 


ca 
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what were the orders given to them? 


A - The orders were to keep watch untii instructions arrived from th. cazital, 
Most of the time we heard the opposition was going to ccme to tie mines 
in the middl: of the night. 


Q - tid any of the workers fron Pol-i-Safid come to Zirab? 


A = They used to come once ih a while, but none of the Pol-i-Safid workers 
were here with us, 


OQ - Nere any dynamite or weapons sent to Pol -i-Safid? 


A + Ne, no weapons were sent to Pol-i-Sefid by me. I know that Mr. dudarai 
had three rifles in Poki-fafid, and most of the workers had emali arms. 


QO - If we prove that 18 sticke of dynamite were sent to Pol-i-Safid fram the 
mines and that they were taken there by someone, what would you say to 
that? 


A - No dynamite was sent to Pol-i-Safid at my instructions. Maybe .mir soLeymani 
Farahmandi, or Afzali sent them. 


GO + Did the manager of tae mine, Bahman Sirani, have any connection either 
with you or Amir Soleymani, Farahmandi, or Afzali? 


A - Tes, he had daily communications with Farahmandi and Amir Seleywani, and 
onee in a while he used to communicate with me. 


6 + Uhy did he used to communic..te with you? 
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I do not know, but i dc know that he knew thet it was through his instructions 
that a day's pay was taken from the workers! wages. 


Did Engineer Shirani know what was happening in the mine? 


Of course, he knew that some people had weapons. How was it possible to be 
80 uninformed? 


Did they used to maxe the workers stand guard in the mines? At the tire of 
guar. duty what kind of orders did they used to get? 


Before we even went there, becauss they were afraid of the opposition, thay had 
watches and the guards were armed; most of them with riffles and clubs. 


Was it the duty cf the disciplinary agents to convey tne orders of the Jomittee 
40 the others? 


The Committee used to circulate the news. The disciplinary arents were suopesed 
to stand guard or go about some other business. 


when was it decided that the fortification should be prepared at the mine and 
thet there should be guards? 


Farahmandi and Amir Soleymani know better than I. J had only bean thare for 
10 or 15 days. 


why did they used to make Ostad Mosib, who owned a tea house, stand guerd in 
the mine? was that @a house the meeting vlace of the Fedatis and the «thars? 


When I got there, the tea house wasn't yet finished. It was a couple cf days 
after I got there that this tea house opened. The owner used to work vader 
Farehmandi's orders and stand guard. 


what does Fedali mean? Flease make this -oint clear. 

Ebrahim Zadeh organized the discdplinary guard in Shehi when the Azerbaijan 
incident occurred, ond they used te be called the Feda'is. So the. used to 
call the disciplinary agente Fedati. This expression was not very common 

in Shahi; it was only common in tne mine. It means tsomebody who seerifices.t 
who were Hashem Yagzdeni and Ise Mottahari? what were their activities? 


These two were the nost active manbers cf the Zirab organization. The 
conducted a great many activities. 


Were the people who used to carry on operations in the mines ordered to do a 
certain job, or were they doing it on their cwn? They have done things wicich 
are agdnat the law and the constitution. 


They have done it on their own. Nobody instructed them. If there were anv 
instructions, they must have coma from the Zirab Conmittee, 
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During the past 15 cays there was no need for propaganda, because the workers 
were already members of the Party or of the Union. if they needed any 
propaganda before, the Committee there used to take cere of it. 


You gaid thet in the woods you hid about 12 rifles. Was there anyone t» querd 
them? 


Yes, we used tc take turns. 
Were there any weapens hidden in the tunnels of the mines? 
1 did not hide any, so I don't know. Maybe the workers have hidden somo. 


You said that you hed Brano guns which you told farahmandi belonged te the 
artillery. Where did you get then? 


There was a serial number om the sun labelled "artillery". Besides, { .4ve 
been in the air corps myself. 


Why did you scatter into the woods? ‘What was your purpose? From whom vere you 
Waiting to receive instructicns? 


After we scattered into the woods, everyone was trying to think for nimeif. 
we were no walting for any instructions. It would have been pointiess. 


Farahmandi has said that he went into the woods to wait to see whet wou.d happen 
in the Azerbaijan situation. He also said thet they sent workers to Shihi in 
order to get in touch with the capital. Is that true? 


No, the workers of Shahi were very tired of traveling on foot. They care to 
Shehi of thier own “ree will. 


What decision did you arrive at on 7 December 19:6? 

The Letter which I had written to Eskandari wes enswered. Jt toid me to wait 
until the loth or loth of Agar. (6-7 Dec.}. ] had sent another letter which 
Kambaltsh answered by saying to wait until the 20th (11 fes.). 

What wes the purpose of waiting until the mentioned date? 

So that the aituation might clear up. 


We understand that veu told Farahmend{ an! otherg that on 7 December 196 the 
workers were revolting in Agerbaijan, Is that so? 


‘the nine hed a radio and se did the club, and since they used to lister to it 


évery evening and get the news about Azerbaijan and Tehran, no one had so tell 
them anything about war or revolution except just to wait until there wis a 
revolution on the L5th or the 16th in Azerbaijan. 


Did the local Mazanderan Committess maintein any communic:tion with the Azerbaijan 
committees? 


A - They had no contact. 
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activities he-engaged in? 

I dontt know the whole story, but I know that he was the head of tne Union cf 
the farmers of Sorkhabad, He used to receive about 1,500 rials per montan. 

In Zirab he ceme to see me several times. He received 2 pistols and a couple 
of other weapons. When the soldiers came he was also in the mines, but when 
we separated, I don't know what happened to him. 

When he came to see you, did he héve a weapon? 

Yes, he had a weapon. 

why did he receive the pistol fror you? 

Since Amir Bahram had brought abovt 17 pistols from Shahi, he took one trom me. 
When the soldiers came, why was Mesha'-Allah in the mines? 


He had come from Sorkhabad to see me and he was in the mines when the selcdiers 
came. 


When Masha'-Allah came to ask you about his salary, who was with you? 


I don't quite remember. Perhaps /mir Soleymani, or Afzali or Farahmand: wés 
there. 


what instructions did Mashut-Allah Nur receive? 

He asked us why we were there and said thet he thought we were soing co heve 
our resistance point in Sorkhabad. we had already told him to take cur: of 
the road so that the soldiers couldn% move toward that section. 

Who were the 6 persons who were entrusted to him? 

One was Sattar, a worker in the gunny-sack factory. The other was 4 worker 
of Shahi, two of them wer: Afzal mem, and one was Shir Aqa. f don't know 


the other cne. 


Who were these people who we e entrusted to Mashat-Allah Nur? Identify them 
again. 


One was Salim, one Setar, and snovher was 'tIsa Hamidi, factory workers ‘ron 
Shahi. Another was from Shahi, I don't remember him. The other two were local 
veople, one of whom was Shir Aqa. I dontt remember the name of the other one. 
Were these six people armed? 

Yes. 


For how many days were these peopie with Masha'-Allah? 


They were with him for a few deys. When we separated, | don't know whav 
happened. 
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Did these six people leave the piace with Mashate-AlLiah Nur? 
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Yes, they went with him. 
he was ordered to take the rails away? 
Mashet-AlLah Nur wae instructed to take tne rails aay. 
Who ordered you to make such deaisions? 
This decision was nade by me, Afzeli, Amir Soleyman, and Mashat=Ailah Nur. 
After exchanging ideas, wa decided that Mashat-jllah Nur was to accompiish 
this action. 


Was this decision nade by # written or oral vote? 


Oral vote. It was this siily decision that hes put us in the spot we are in. 


sy what means and with whose support did you want to resist tre Govern ne At 7 


These were our means of resistance which I mentioned. But when cskanvari told 
us to form the resistance point in the mine and wait for instructions, i thought 
the Party was going to send hely from Tehran. Meanwhile, Asgar Ashrac had told 
me that Colonel Niu had left the army, and so we thought he «as going te 
Mazanderan with a group to heip us, Then 1 also received « letter from Borumand, 
who was in Shahi. He told us net to worry, that the Azerbaijan Democrats may 
come there by way of the sea. 

Who ig this Asgar Ashraq wno gave you such information? 

He is a worker of the weaving mili of Shahi and he had been in Tehran. 

where did he make this statement? 

In Tehran. He hac gone there to get ammunition. 

wag there a meeti:g with Colonel. Niu in Tehran? 

Yes. Asgar Ashray had a meetin; with nim. 

where was this meeting? 

jn the house of Colonel Niu. 

Kow many hours did this meeting Last? 

It lasted onity a “ew minutes. 

What did you talk about at this meeting and what did he tell you? 

The conversaticn was about Colonel Niuf. coming to Mapanderun to observe vhe 
situation there. when Edendari told me to go to Zirab, I asked him about 


Colonel Niu. He told me he did not know him but that he would go to Tehran 
and if he saw that it waa necessury, he woulo send him. 


‘When you met Colonel Niu, what did he tell you about Mazanderany 


ne i went to his house, we were served watermelon. Then we talkea arc ne 
g preyed OGRE ReSe ANP HA8H Av ChAneDREB-08¢ 1 TROGSSOCGTO008-ho}e to come there 


one of these days.! a yeuE 
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fhe situation in Mavenderizn had oecome the center of the railroad strike. 

Did you tell him how mucu ammunitien you had? 

No. I answered only the questi:ns he asked. 

Did no Ashraq tell you why Niu wae going to go to Mazanderun? 

Aghrag told me test Niu was a Colonel in the Army, that he had left the irvy 
now and that he wanted to go to Maganderan. Ashraq himself wanted ta rrcvide 
some ammunition and bring it tc Mazanderan., Maybe he knows more about it. 


Was Colonel Niu a member of the Tudeh Farty? 


Most probebly he was. Kambaksh wart in charze of the Organization. He might 
know about it. 


How many automatics did you have? 
We had two. One wes with Hoseyn Hendi and the other with Kerin. 

How many cartridges were there? 

I dontt know. Maybe about 100, 

When you were in the nine and the shooting started, did you use the autor atic too? 
I could hear the machine-gun but I don't know how many shots were fired. 

From what direction did the noise ef the automatic come? 

From the opposite direction - that secticn under the leadership cf Hoseyr Hendi. 
Did you meet him after you nad scattered in the woods? 

No, 

vho ere the following people: Amir, tAziz, Nariman, Hasan Farrash, Qahréeuen, 
Abu-al-Fazl, Pahlavan, Hasan abada, and Mohammadi? Why had they come to the 
trines from Shahi? what kind of arms did they have? After they entered tue 
mine, whe gave them the instructions? 


These people are the workers who cane from Shahi. They came to the houge cf 
Farahmandi and as i have alreudy exolained they were assigned to one of 3 padtios 


who is Seyd Jalal? what was his position? 

He was working for Afzali, 

wash he also under the supervision of Heseyn Hendi? 

I don't remember very well. it is ,0ssible that he was under his supervision. 
Who was Ahmad Shahi and what sort of mission was he supposed to accomplis 1? 
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